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L0 CI0n Ttu

¢'dap veng nhu cau hoc tiéng Anh hién dang
la mot hién twong dau tw von kif ndng cua

dong dao hoc sinh, sinh vién va cic ban yéu
thich Anh ngir ciing nhi thic day co hoi tiép can
nhitng tic phdm vin hoc 16n, T1 sich Hoc Tiéng
Anh Qua Tic Pham Vin Hoc dd ra doi.

Hoc tiéng Anh cd nhiéu cich. Hoc tiéng Anh qua
cich doc cdc tic pham Vin Hoc néi tieng cia
nhiing nha van [6n tir nguyén ban la cich hoc rat co
y nghia doi v61i nguoi hoc tieng Anh, vi day la cach
hoc ¢6 hidu gua o nhiéu mdt, xidy dung nhiéu ki
nang. Hon ai hét, véi nguot hoc ngogi ngir, ki ning
doc va hiéu ngogi ngir do la diéu can thiét. Vi the,
muc dich cua Tu sach Hoc Tieng Anh Qua Tdc Phiam
Viin Hoc cung cdp nhitng ban goc ciia tic phim bang
tishg Anh dé ban doc c6 thé tdn mat doc nhitng 167
viet chudn xdc cua tdc gid stv dung tieng Anh (nhuw
tieng me de). Twe do ban doc (va nguoi hoc) sé phat
trien nhirng kij ndng can thiét, phuc vu qud trinh s
dung ngon ngt cua minh trong twong lai.

Loi ich cua viéc doc cic tdc pham van hoc qua
nguyén ban tieng Anh rat dang quan tam dén, vi ban
doc cdc tdc phdm nay sé c6 nhitng co hoi mang dén
cho minh:
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o Xdy dung kho tir vieng (building vocabulary)
o Hiéu 1 ciu triic ngik phdp (understanding grammar)

o Nam viing duoc cich dien dat 1 tuwéng (sharp-
ening idea eXpPression )

o Lam guen va tdng vdn toc doc vdn ban tiéng
Anh (speeding up reading rate)

o Hicu vé van hoa ciia nguoi noi tieng Anh (un-
derstanding cultural aspects)

o Ting cuwong kij ndng dich thuat (improving
translating skills)

» Hoc mot cach thw gidn, khong ngan (enjoying
while studying)

* Hoc mot cach hiéu qua (studying English effectively).

T nhikng loi ich rat thiét thuc trén, Nha xudt ban
Lao Déng, két hop voéi Doanh nghiép sach Thanh
Nghia manh dan ¢idi thiéu Th sdch Hoc Tiéng Anh
Qua Tdc Pham Vin Hoc cung tdt cd ban doc. Déy
la mgt tu sach song ngit, phan chuyén ngir tieng Viét
s€ giup cdc ban c6 mot khdi niém vé dich thugt, hiéu
thém vé tdac phim, ciing nhw rit ra cho minh mot
phuwong hirong dich thudt. Ngoai va, con la cach hay dé
chuing ta cam thy nhitng tac pham vin hoc lon, nhitng
vien ngoc quy trong kho tang tuw tuong ciia nhan logi.

Mong rang trong tuong lai, ban doc (cdc ban hoc
va day tiéng Anh) sé cé nhitng tic pham thudc Th
sdch nay duoc trieng bay trong thir vién gia dinh clia
minh, co y nghia giae duc hoc tap, vwa xdy dyng mot
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b sieu tdp gom nhikng tac phiam vin hoc 61 mang
nét dep van hoa, viea sang trong. Dady la cach thiét
thiee dé’ chiing ta dwa tiéng Anh vao chwong trinh
hoc tdp, sau do manh dan dem ra sw dung ¢ moi
truomg cudc séng. Tu sich con la nhitng dn phiam
trang nha guei tang ban be, cac em hoc sinh, sinh vién,
ban doc yéu thich Anh ngi¢... cdc tic pham vin hoc
nhw la mon qua tinh than co v nghia: Givp do, dong
vien khuyén khich nguoi hoc tiéng Anh va gwei dén ho
sw cam thu gid tri nhin vdan cao ca, c6 y nghia cho
ban than. Nhw vdy, ciing nhiw bgn da tang ho mot
chiéc nhdn vdi kiéu ding dep, nam vién ngoc quy ma
ho sé dem theo cudc doi minh trén ban tay cua ho.

Nha xuat ban Lao Dong va Doanh nghiép sach
Thanh Nghia xin trdan trong chao don ban doc dén
vdi Tu sdch Hoc Tiéng Anh Qua Tic Pham Vin Hoc.

NHA XUAT BAN LAO PONG
DOANH NGHIEP SACH THANH NGHIA

> 7



8 <<<



(HAPTERI

HATTY JACK DROPS ANUT

Save a little every day,
And for the future put away.
Happy Jack

Happy Jack Squirrel sat on the tip of one of the
highest branches of a big hickory tree. Happy Jack
was up very early that moming. In fact, jolly,
round, red Mr. Sun was still in his bed behind the
Purple Hills when Happy Jack hopped briskly out
of bed. He washed himself thoroughly and was
ready for business by the time Mr. Sun began his
climb up in the blue, blue sky.

You see, Happy Jack had found that big hick-
ory tree just loaded with nuts all ripe and ready
to gather. He was quite sure that no one else had
found that special tree, and he wanted to get all
the nuts before any one else found out about
them. So he was all ready and off he raced to the
big tree just as soon as it was hight enough to see.

"The nuts that grow in the hickory tree—
They're all for me! They're all for me!”
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Happy Jack was humming that little song as
he rested tor a few minutes 'way up in the top
of the tree and wondered if his storehouse
would hold all these big, fat nuts. Just then he
heard a great scolding a little way over in the
Green Forest. Happy Jack stopped humming
and listened. He knew that voice. It was his
cousin's voice —the voice of Chatterer the Red
Squirrel. Happy Jack frowned. "I hope he won't
come over this way,” muttered Happy Jack. He
does not love his cousin Chatterer anyway, and
then there was the big tree full of hickory nuts!
He didn't want Chatterer to find that.

[ am atraid that Happy Jack was selfish. There
were more nuts than he could possibly eat in
one winter, and yet he wasn't willing that his
cousin, Chatterer the Red Squirrel, should have
a single one. Now Chatterer is short-tempered
and a great scold. Some one or something had
upset him this morning, and he was scolding as
fast as his tongue could go, as he came running
right towards the tree in which Happy Jack was
sitting. Happy Jack sat perfectly still and
watched. He didn't move so much as the tip of
his big gray tail. Would Chatterer go past and
not see that big tree full of nuts? It looked veryv
much as if he would, for he was so busy scolding
that he wasn't paying much attention to other
things.
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Happy Jack smiled as Chatterer came run-
ning under the tree without once looking up. He
was so tickled that he started to hug himself and
didn't remember that he was holding a big, fat
nut in his hands. Of course he dropped it. Where
do you think it went? Well, Sir, it fell straight
down, from the top of that tall tree, and it landed
right on the head of Chatterer the Red Squirrel!

"My stars!" cried Chatterer, stopping his
scolding and his running together, and rubbing
his head where the nut had hit him. Then he
looked up to see where it had come from. Of
course, he looked straight up at Happy Jack.

"You did that purposely!” screamed Chat-
terer, his short temper flaring up.

"T didn't!” snapped Happy Jack.
"You did!"
"I didn't!”

Oh, dear, oh, dear, such a sight! Two little
Squirrels, one in a gray suit and one in a red suit,
contradicting each other and calling names! It
was such a sad, sad sight, for you know they
were cousins.
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CHAPTER IT

THE QUARRLL

It's up to you and up to me
To see how thrifty we can be.
To do our bit like soldiers true
It’s up to me and up to you.
Happy Jack

Two angry little people were making a dread-
ful noise in the Green Forest. It was a beautiful
morning, a very beautitul fall morning, but all
the beauty of it was being spoiled by the dread-
ful noise these two little people. You see they
were quarreling. Yes, Sir, they were quarreling,
and it wasn't at all nice to see or nice to hear.

You know who they were. One was Happy
Jack Squirrel, who wears a coat of gray, and the
other was Chatterer the Red Squirrel, who al-
ways wears a red coat with vest of white. When
Happy Jack had dropped that nut from the tip-
top of the tall hickory tree and it had landed
right on top of Chatterer's head it really had
been an accident. All the time Happy Jack had
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been sitting as still as still could be, hoping that
his cousin Chatterer would pass by without
looking up and so seeing the big fat nuts in the
top of that tree. You see Happy Jack was greedy
and wanted all of them himself. Now Chatterer
the Red Squirrel has a sharp temper, and also he
has sharp eyes. All the time he was scolding
Happy Jack and calling him names Chatterer's
bright eyes were taking note of all those big, fat
hickory-nuts and his mouth began to water.
Without wasting any more time he started up
the tree to get some.

Happy Jack grew very angry, very angry indeed.
He hurried down to meet Chatterer the Red
Squirrel and to prevent him climbing the tree.

"You keep out of this tree; it's minel!” he
shrieked.

"No such thing! You don't own the tree and
['ve got just as much right here as you have!"”
screamed Chatterer, dodging around to the

other side of the tree.

""Tis, too, mine! 1 found it first!" shouted
Happy Jack. "You're a thief, so there!”

"T'm not!”
"You are!”

"You're a pig, Happy Jack! You're just a great
big pig!"
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"I'm not a pig! I found these nuts first and 1
tell you they're mine!" shrieked Happy Jack, so
angry that every time he spoke he jerked his tail.
And all the time he was chasing round and
round the trunk of the tree trying to prevent
Chatterer getting up.

Now Happyv Jack is ever so much bigger than
his cousin Chatterer but he isn't as sprv. 50 in
spite of him Chatterer got past, and like a little
red flash was up in the top of the tree where the
big, fat nuts were. But he didn't have time to
pick even one, for after him came Happy Jack so
angry that Chatterer knew that he would fare
badly if Happy Jack should catch him. Round
and round, over and across, this way and that
way, in the top of the tall hickory tree raced
Chatterer the Red Squirrel with his cousin,
Happyv Jack the Gray Squirrel, right at his heels,
and calling him everything bad to be thought of.
Yes, indeed it was truly dreadful, and Peter
Rabbit, who happened along just then, put his
hands over his ears so as not to hear such a
dreadful quarrel.

PETER RABBIT, WHQO HAPPENED ALONG
JUST THEN, PUT HIS HANDS OVER HIS EARS.
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CHAPTER TII
CIRITED CHITMUNK IS KEFT VERY BUSY

T prefer big acorns but I never refuse liftle ones.
Tht‘!yﬁt in between.
Happy Jack

Striped Chipmunk was sitting just inside a
hollow log, studyving about how he could fill up
his new storehouse for the winter. Striped
Chipmunk is very thrifty. He likes to play, and
he is one of the merriest of all the little people
who live on the Green Meadows or in the Green
Forest. He lives right on the edge of both and
knows everybody, and everybody knows him.
Almost every morning the Merry Little Breezes
of Old Mother West Wind hurry over to have a
frolic with him the very first thing. But though
he dearly loves to play, he never lets play interfere
with work. Whatever he does, be it play or work,
he does with all his might.

"I love the sun; I love the rain; I love to work;
[ love to play. Whatever it may bring to me I love
each minute of each dav.”

}}}]5



50 said Striped Chipmunk, as he sat in the
hollow log and studied how he could fill that
splendid big new storehouse. Pretty soon he
pricked up his funny little ears. What was all
that noise over in the Green Forest? Striped
Chipmunk peeped out of the hollow log. Over
in the top of a tall hickory tree a terrible fuss was
going on. Striped Chipmunk listened. He heard
angry voices, such angry voices! They were the
voices of his big cousins, Happy Jack the Gray
Squirrel and Chatterer the Red Squirrel.

"Dear me! Dear me! How those two do quarrel!
I must go over and see what it is all about,”
thought Striped Chipmunk.

50, with a flirt of his funny, little tail, he scam-

pered out ot the hollow log and over to the tall

hickory tree. He knew all about that tree. Many,
many times he had looked up at the big fat nuts
in the top of it, watching them grow bigger and
fatter, and hoping that when they grew ripe, Old
Mother West Wind would find time to shake
them down to him. You know Striped Chipmunk
is not much of a climber, and so he cannot go up
and pick the nuts as do his big cousins, Happy
Jack and Chatterer.

When he reached the tall hickory tree, what
do you think was happening? Why, those big, fat
nuts were rattling down to the ground on every
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side, just as if Old Mother West Wind was
shaking the tree as hard as she could. But Old
Mother West Wind wasn't there at all. No, Sir,
there wasn't even one of the Merry Little Breezes
up in the tree-tops. The big fat nuts were rattling
down just on account of the dreadtul quarrel ot
Striped Chipmunk's two foolish cousins, Happy
Jack and Chatterer.

It was all because Happy Jack was greedy.
Chatterer had climbed the tree, and now Happy
Jack, who is bigger but not so spry, was chasing
Chatterer round and round and over the tree-top,
and both were so angry that they didn't once
notice that they were knocking down the very
nuts over which they were quarreling.

Striped Chipmunk didn’t stop to listen to the
quarrel. No, Sir-ee! He stufted a big fat nut in
each pocket in his cheeks and scampered back
to his splendid new storehouse as fast as his
little legs would take him. Back and forth, back
and torth, scampered Striped Chipmunk, and all
the time he was laughing inside and hoping his
big cousins would keep right on quarreling.
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CHAPTER Iv
LATTY JACK AND CHATTERER TEEL FOOLIH

If you get and spend a penny,
Then of course you haven't any.
Be like me —a Happy fack—
And put it where you'll get it back.
Happyv Jack

Happy Jack and Chatterer were out ot breath.
Happy Jack was puffing and blowing, for he is
big and fat, and it is not so easy for him to race
about in the tree-tops as it is for his smaller, slim,
nimble cousin, Chatterer. So Happy Jack was the
first to stop. He sat on a branch 'way up in the
top of the tall hickory tree and glared across at
Chatterer, who sat on a branch on the other side
of the tall tree.

"Couldn’t catch me, could you, smarty?"
taunted Chatterer.

"You just wait until I do! I'll make you sorry
you ever came near my hickory tree,” snapped
Happyv Jack.
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"I'm waiting. Besides, it isn't your tree any
more than it's mine,” replied Chatterer, and
made a face at Happy Jack.

Happy Jack hopped up as if he meant to
begin the chase again, but he had a pain in his
side from running so hard and so long, and so
he sat down again. Right down in his heart
Happyv Jack knew that Chatterer was right, that
the tree didn't belong to him any more than to
his cousin. But when he thought of all those big,
fat nuts with which the tall hickory tree had
been loaded, greedy thoughts chased out all
thoughts of right and he said to himself again,
as he had said when he first saw his cousin, that
Chatterer shouldn't have one of them. He
stopped scolding long enough to steal a look at
them, and then—what do you think Happy Jack
did? Why, he gave such a jump of surprise that
he nearly lost his balance. Not a nut was to be
seen! Happy Jack blinked. Then, he rubbed his
eyes and looked again. He couldn’t see a nut
anywhere!

There were the husks in which the nuts had
grown big and fat until they were ripe, but now
every husk was empty. Chatterer saw the queer
look on Happy Jack's face, and he looked too.
Now Chatterer the Red Squirrel had very quick
wits, and he guessed right away what had
happened. He knew that while they had been
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quarreling and racing over the top of the tall
hickory tree, they must have knocked down all
the nuts, which were just ready to fall anyway.
Like a little red flash, Chatterer started down the
tree. Then Happy Jack guessed too, and down
he started as fast as he could go, crying, "Stop,
thief!" all the way.

When he reached the ground, there was
Chatterer scurrving around and poking under
the fallen leaves, but he hadn't found a single
nut. Happy Jack couldn’t stop to quarrel any
more, because you see he was afraid that Chatterer
would find the biggest and fattest nuts, so he
began to scurry around and hunt too. It was
queer, very queer, how those nuts could have
hidden so! They hunted and hunted, but no nuts
were to be found. Then they stopped and stared
up at the top of the tall hickory tree. Not a nut
could they see. Then they stared at each other,
and gradually a foolish, a very foolish look crept
over each face.

"Where —where do you suppose they have
gone?” asked Happy Jack in a queer-sounding
voICe.

Just then they heard some one laughing fit to
kill himself. It was Peter Rabbit.

'Did you take our hickory nuts?” they both
shouted angrily.
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"No," replied Peter, "no, I didn't take them,
though they were not yours, anyway!" And then
he went off into another fit of laughter, for Peter
had seen Striped Chipmunk very hard at work
taking away those very nuts while his two big
cousins had been quarreling in the tree-top.
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(HAPTER VvV

UAITY JACK SUSTLCTS STRIFLD CHIFMUNK

Thrift is one test of true loyalty to your country.
Happy Jack

Happy Jack didn't look happy a bit. Indeed,
Happy Jack looked very unhappy. You see, he
looked just as he felt. He had set his heart on
having all the big, fat nuts that he had found in
the top of that tall hickory tree, and now, instead
of having all of them, he hadn't any of them.
Worse still, he knew right down in his heart that
it was his own fault. Ie had been too greedy. But
what had become of those nuts?

Happy Jack was studying about this as he sat
with his back against a big chestnut tree. He
remembered how hard Peter Rabbit had laughed
when Happy Jack and his cousin, Chatterer the
Red Squirrel, had been so surprised because
they could not find the nuts they had knocked
down. Peter hadn't taken them, for Peter has no
use for them, but he must know what had become
of them, for he was still laughing as he had gone
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otf down the Lone Little Path. While he was
thinking of all this, Happy Jack's bright eves had
been wide open, as they usually are, so that no
danger should come near. Suddenly they saw
something moving among the -and-vellow
leaves on the ground. Happy Jack looked
sharply, and then a sudden thought popped into

his head.
"Hi, there, Cousin Chipmunk!"” he shouted.

'Hi, there, your own selt!” replied Striped
Chipmunk, for it was he.

"What are you doing down there?” asked
Happy Jack.

"L.ooking for hickory nuts,” replied Striped
Chipmunk, and his eyes twinkled as he said it,
for there wasn't a hickory tree near.

Happyv Jack looked hard at Striped Chipmunk,
for that sudden thought which had popped into
his head when he first saw Striped Chipmunk
was growing into a strong, a very strong, suspicion
that Striped Chipmunk knew something about
those lost hickory nuts. But Striped Chipmunk
looked back at him so innocently that Happy
Jack didn’t know just what to think.

"Have vou begun to fill your storehouse for
winter yet?"” inquired Happy Jack.

"Of course I have. I don't mean to let Jack
Frost catch me with an empty storehouse,”
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replied Striped Chipmunk.

"When leaves turn yellow, , and red, And nuts
come pitter, patter down; When days are short
and swiftly sped, And Autumn wears her

colored gown, I'm up before old Mr. Sun His

nightcap has a chance to doff, And have my
day's work well begun When others kick their

bedclothes off."

"What are you filling your storehouse with?”
asked Happy Jack, trying not to show too much
interest.

"Corn, nice ripe yellow corn, and seeds and
acorns and chestnuts,” answered Striped
Chipmunk. "And now I'm looking for some big,
tat hickory nuts,” he added, and his bright eyes
twinkled. "Have you seen any, Happy Jack?"

Happy Jack said that he hadn't seen any, and
Striped Chipmunk remarked that he couldn't
waste any more time talking, and scurried away.
Happy Jack watched him go, a puzzled little
frown puckering up his brows.

'I believe he knows something about those
nuts. I think I'll follow him and have a peep into
his storehouse,” he muttered.
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CHAPTER VI

UAFTY JACK STILS ON STRIFLD CHITMINK

[t’s more -fmportant to nund YOur own a airs than
to know what your neighbm*s are doing, but not
nearly so interesting.

Happy Jack

Striped Chipmunk was whisking about
among the -and-yellow leaves that covered the
ground on the edge of the Green Forest. He is
such a little tellow that he looked almost like a
leaf himself, and when one of Old Mother West

Wind's Merry Little Breezes whirled the leaves
in a mad little dance around him, it was the
hardest work in the world to see Striped Chipmunk at
all. Anyway, Happy Jack Squirrel found it so.
You see, Happy Jack was spying on Striped
Chipmunk. Yes, Sir, Happy Jack was spying.
Spyving, vou know, is secretly watching other
people and trying to find out what they are
doing. It 1sn't a nice thing to do, not a bit nice.
Happy Jack knew it, and all the time he was
doing it, he was feeling very much ashamed of

> 25



himself. But he said to himself that he just had to
know where Striped Chipmunk's storehouse
was, because he just had to peep inside and find
out if it held any of the big, fat hickory nuts that
had disappeared from under the tall hickory tree
while he was quarreling up in the top of it with
his cousin, Chatterer the Red Squirrel.

But spying on Striped Chipmunk isn't the
easiest thing in the world. Happy Jack was finding
it the hardest work he had ever undertaken.
Striped Chipmunk is so spry, and whisks about
s0, that you need eyes all around your head to
keep track of him. Happy Jack found that his
two eyes, bright and quick as they are, couldn't
keep that little elf of a cousin of his always in
sight. Every few minutes he would disappear
and then bob up again in the most unexpected
place and most provoking wav.

"Now I'm here, and now I'm there! Now [ am
not anywhere! Watch me now, for here 1 go Out
of sight! I told you so!”

With the last words, Striped Chipmunk was
nowhere to be seen. It seemed as if the earth
must have opened and swallowed him. But it
hadn't, for two minutes later Happy Jack saw
him flirting his funny little tail in the sauciest
way as he scampered along an old log.

Happyv Jack began to suspect that Striped
Chipmunk was just having fun with him. What
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else could he mean by saying such things? And
yet Happy Jack was sure that Striped Chipmunk
hadn't seen him, for, all the time he was watching,
Happy Jack had taken the greatest care to keep
hidden himself. No, it couldn’t be, it just
couldn't be that Striped Chipmunk knew that he
was anywhere about. He would just be patient a
little longer, and he would surelyv see that smart
little cousin of his go to his storehouse. So
Happy Jack waited and watched.
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(CHAPTER VII

STFIFLD CUIPADNK TS TN WITH EATTY (K

Thrift is the meat in the nut of success.
Happy Jack

Striped Chipmunk would shout in his
shrillest voice:

"Hipperty, hopperty, one, two, three! What do
you think becomes of me?”

Then he would vanish from sight all in the
wink of an eye. You couldn't tell where he went
to. At least Happy Jack couldn't, and his eves are
sharper than yours or mine. Happy Jack was
spying, you remember. He was watching Striped
Chipmunk without letting Striped Chipmunk
know it. At least he thought he was. But really he
wasn't. Those sharp twinkling eyes of Striped
Chipmunk see everything. You know, he is such
a very little fellow that he has to be very wide-
awake to keep out of danger.

And he is wide-awake. Oh, my, ves, indeed!
When he is awake, and that is every minute of

28 Rt



the daytime, he is the most wide-awake little fel-
low vou ever did see. He had seen Happy Jack
the very first thing, and he had guessed right
away that Happy Jack was spying on him so as
to find out if he had any of the big, fat hickory
nuts. Now Striped Chipmunk had all of those fat
hickory nuts safely hidden in his splendid new
storehouse, but he didn't intend to let Happy
Jack know it. So he just pretended not to see
Happy Jack, or to know that he was anywhere
near, but acted as if he was just going about his
own business. Really he was just having the best
time ever fooling Happy Jack.

"The corn is ripe; the nuts do fall; Acorns are
sweet and plump. I soon will have my
storehouse full inside the hollow stump.”

Striped Chipmunk sang this just as if no one
was anywhere near, and he was singing just for
joy. Of course Happy Jack heard it and he grinned.

"So your storehouse is in a hollow stump, my
smart little cousin!” said Happy Jack to himself.
"If that's the case, I'll soon find it."

Striped Chipmunk scurried along, and now
he took pains to always keep in sight. Happy
Jack followed, hiding behind the trees. Pretty
soon Striped Chipmunk picked up a plump
acorn and put it in the pocket of his right cheek.
Then he picked up another and put that in the
pocket in his left cheek. Then he crowded another
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into each; and his face was swelled so that you
would hardly have guessed that it was Striped
Chipmunk if you had chanced to meet him. My,
my, he was a funny sight! Happy Jack grinned
again as he watched, partly because Striped
Chipmunk looked so funny, and partly because
he knew that if Striped Chipmunk was going to
eat the acorns right away, he wouldn't stuft them
into the pockets in his cheeks. But he had done
this very thing, and so he must be going to take
them to his storehouse.

Off scampered Striped Chipmunk, and after
him stole Happy Jack, his eyes shining with ex-
citement. Pretty soon he saw an old stump
which looked as it it must be hollow. Happy Jack
grinned more than ever as he carefully hid him-
self and watched. Striped Chipmunk scrambled
up on the old stump, looked this way and that
way, as if to be sure that no one was watching
him, then with a flirt of his funny little tail he
darted into a little round doorway. He was gone
a long time, but by and by out he popped,
looked this way and that way, and then scam-
pered off in the direction from which he had
come. Happy Jack didn't try to tollow him. He
waited until he was sure that Striped Chipmunk
was out of sight and hearing, and then he
walked over to the old stump.

"It's his storehouse fast enough,” said Happy Jack.
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(HAPTER VIII

HATTY JACK TURNS BURCIAR

As trees from little acorns, so
Great sums from little pennies grow.

Happy Jack

Happy Jack Squirrel stood in front of the old
stump into which he had seen Striped Chipmunk go
with the pockets in his cheeks full of acorns, and
out of which he had come with the pockets of
his cheeks quite empty.

"It certainly is his storehouse, and now I'll
find out if he is the one who got all those big, tat
hickory nuts,” muttered Happy Jack.

First he looked this way, and then he looked
that way, to be sure that no one saw him, for
what he was planning to do was a very dreadful
thing, and he knew it. Happy Jack was going to
turn burglar. A burglar, you know, is one who
breaks into another's house or barn to steal,
which is a very, verv dreadful thing to do. Yet
this is just what Happy Jack Squirrel was planning to
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do. He was going to get into that old stump, and
if those big, fat hickory nuts were there, as he
was sure they were, he was going to take them.
IHe tried very hard to make himself believe that
it wouldn't be stealing. He had watched those
nuts in the top of the tall hickory tree so long
that he had grown to think that they belonged
to him. Of course they didn't, but he had made
himself think they did.

Happy Jack walked all around the old stump,
and then he climbed up on top of it. There was
only one doorway, and that was the little round
hole through which Striped Chipmunk had entered
and then come out. It was too small for Happy
Jack to even get his head through, though his
cousin, Chatterer the Red Squirrel, who is much
smaller, could have slipped in easily. Happy Jack
sniffed and sniffed. He could smell nuts and
corn and other good things. My, how good they
did smell! His eves shone greedily.

Happyv Jack took one more hasty look around
to see that no one was watching, then with his
long sharp teeth he began to make the doorway
larger. The wood was tough, but Happy Jack
worked with might and main, for he wanted to
get those nuts and get away before Striped Chip-
munk should return, or any one else should
happen along and see him. Soon the hole was
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big enough for him to get his head inside. It was
a storehouse, sure enough. Happy Jack worked
harder than ever, and soon the hole was large

enough for him to get wholly inside.

What a sight! There was corn! and there were
chestnuts and acorns! and there were a tew hickory
nuts, though these did not look so big and tat as
the ones Happy Jack was looking for! Happy
Jack chuckled to himself, a wicked, greedy
chuckle, as he looked. And then something
happened.

"Oh! Oh! Stop it! Leave me alone!” yelled
Happy Jack.
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CHAPTER IX

HATTY JACK SQUIRREL'S SAD MISTAKL

A Squirrel always 1s thrifty. Be as wise as a Squirrel.
Happy Jack

"Let me go! Let me go!” velled Happy Jack, as
he backed out of the hollow stump taster than
he had gone in, a great deal faster. Can you
guess why? I'll tell you. It was because he was
being pulled out. Yes, Sir, Happy Jack Squirrel
was being pulled out by his big, bushy tail.

Happy Jack was more frightened than hurt.
To be sure, it is not at all comfortable to have
one's tail pulled, but Happy Jack wouldn't have
minded this so much had it not been so unexpected,
or if he could have seen who was pulling it. And
then, right inside Happy Jack didn't feel a bit
good. Why? Well, because he was doing a
dreadful thing, and he knew that it was a dreadful
thing. Ile had broken into somebody’s storehouse
to steal. He was sure that it was Striped
Chipmunk's storehouse, and he wouldn't admit
to himself that he was going to steal, actually
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steal. But all the time, right down deep in his
heart, he knew that if he took any of those hickory
nuts it would be stealing.

But Happy Jack had been careless. When he
had made the doorway big enough for him to
crawl inside, he had left his tail hanging outside.
Some one had very, very softly stolen up and
grabbed it and begun to pull. It was so sudden
and unexpected that Happy Jack yelled with
fright. When he could get his wits together, he
thought of course Striped Chipmunk had come
back and was pulling his tail. When he thought
that, he got over his fright right away, for Striped
Chipmunk is such a little tellow that Happy Jack
knew that he had nothing; to fear from him.

So as fast as he could, Happy Jack backed out
of the hole and whirled around. Of course he ex-

pected to face a very angry little Chipmunk. But
he didn't. No, Sir, he didn't. Instead, he looked
right into the angry face of his other cousin,
Chatterer the Red Squirrel. And Chatterer was
angry! Oh my, my, how angry Chatterer was! For
a minute he couldn't find his voice, because his
anger fairly choked him. And when he did, how
his tongue did fly!

"You thief! You robber! What are you doing
in my storehouse?” he shrieked.
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Happy Jack backed away hurriedly, for
though he is much bigger than Chatterer, he has
a very wholesome respect for Chatterer's sharp
teeth, and when he is very angry, Chatterer is a
great tighter.

"I—I didn't know it was your storehouse,”
said Happy Jack, backing away still further.

"It doesn't make any difterence if you didn't;
you're a thief just the same!” screamed Chatterer
and rushed at Happy Jack. And what do you
think Happy Jack did? Why, he just turned tail
and ran, Chatterer after him, crying "Thief! Robber’!

Coward!” at the top of his lungs, so that every
one in the Green Forest could hear.
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CHAPTER X

SITITED CHIPMUNK'S EAPTY THOUCHT

Waste seems to me a dreadful sin;
It works to lose and not to win.

Thrift will win; it cannot lose.
Between them "tis for you to choose.
Happy Jack

Striped Chipmunk sat on a mossy old log,
laughing until his sides ached. "IHa, ha, ha! Ho,
ho, ho! Oh, dear! Oh, dear! Ho, ho, ho, ho, ho!”
laughed Striped Chipmunk, holding his sides.
Over in the Green Forest he could still hear
Chatterer the Red Squirrel crying "Thief!
Robber!” as he chased his big cousin, Happy
Jack, and every time he heard it, Striped Chipmunk
laughed harder.

You see, Striped Chipmunk had known all
the time that Happy Jack was spying on him,
and he had had no end of fun fooling Happy
Jack by suddenly disappearing and then bobbing
into view. He had known that Happy Jack was
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following him so as to find out where his store-
house was. Then Striped Chipmunk had
remembered the storehouse of Chatterer the Red
Squirrel. He had filled the pockets in his cheeks
with acorns and gone straight over to Chatterer’s
storehouse and put them inside, knowing that
Happy Jack would follow him and would think
that that was his storehouse. And that is just
what happened.

Then Striped Chipmunk had hidden himself
where he could see all that happened. He had
seen Happv Jack look all around, to make sure
that no one was near, and then tear open the
little round doorway of Chatterer's storehouse
until it was big enough for him to squeeze
through. He had seen Chatterer come up, fly
into a rage, and pull Happy Jack out by the tail.
Indeed, he had had to clap both hands over his
mouth to keep from laughing out loud. Then
Happy Jack had turned tail and run away with
Chatterer after him, shouting "Thiet” and "Robber”
at the top of his voice, and this had tickled
Striped Chipmunk still more, for he knew that
Chatterer himself is one of the greatest thieves
in the Green Forest. So he sat on the mossy old
log and laughed and laughed and laughed.

Finally Striped Chipmunk wiped the tears
from his eyes and jumped up. "My, my, this will
never do!" said he.
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"Idle hands and idle teet never filled a store-
house yet; But instead, so I've heard say, into
mischief surely get.”

"Here it is almost Thanksgiving and—"
Striped Chipmunk stopped and scratched his
head, while a funny little pleased look crept into
his tace. "l wonder if Happy Jack and Chatterer
would come to a Thanksgiving dinner,” he muttered.
'] believe I'll ask them just for fun.”

Then Striped Chipmunk hurried home full of
his new idea and chuckled as he planned his
Thanksgiving dinner. Of course he couldn't have
it at his own house. That wouldn't do at all. In
the first place, the doorway would be altogether
too small for Happy Jack. Anyway, his home
was a secret, his very own secret, and he didn't
propose to let Happy Jack and Chatterer know
where it was, even for a Thanksgiving dinner.
Then he thought of the big, smooth, mossy log
he had been sitting on that very morning.

"The very place!” cried Striped Chipmunk,
and scurried away to find Happy Jack Squirrel
and Chatterer the Red Squirrel to invite them to
his Thanksgiving dinner.

> 39



CHAPTER XI

STRIFED CHITMUNK'S TUANKSCIVING DINN

There’s nothing guite so sweet in life
As making up and ending strife.
Happy Jack

Striped Chipmunk jumped out of bed very
early Thanksgiving morning. It was going to be
a very busy dav. He had invited Happy Jack the
Gray Squirrel, and Chatterer the Red Squirrel, to
eat Thanksgiving dinner with him, and each had
promised to be there. Striped Chipmunk
chuckled as he thought how neither of his guests
knew that the other was to be there. He washed
his face and hands, brushed his hair, and ate his
breaktast. Then he scurried over to his splendid
new storehouse, which no one knew of but
himself, and stuffed the pockets in his cheeks
with good things to eat. When he couldn't stuff
another thing in, he scurried over to the nice,
mossy log on the edge of the Green Forest, and
there he emptied his pockets, for that was to be
his dining table.
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Back and forth, back and forth between his
secret storehouse and the smooth, mossy log
hurried Striped Chipmunk. He knew that Happy
Jack and the Chatterer have great appetites, and he
wanted to be sure that there was plenty of good
things to eat. And as he scurried along, he sang
a little song.

"Thanksgiving comes but once a year, but
when it comes it brings good cheer. For in my
storehouse on this day are piles of good things
hid away. Each day I've worked from early morn
to gather acorns, nuts, and corn, Till now I've
plenty and to spare Without a worry or a care.
So light of heart the whole day long, I'll sing a
glad Thanksgiving song.”

Promptly at the dinner hour Happy Jack
appeared coming from one direction and
Chatterer the Red Squirrel coming from another
direction. They didn't see each other until just as
they reached Striped Chipmunk's smooth,
mossy log. Then they stopped and scowled.
Striped Chipmunk pretended not to notice anyvthing
wrong and bustled about, talking all the time as
if his guests were the best of friends.

On the smooth, mossy log was a great pile ot
shining yellow corn. There was another pile of
plump ripe acorns, and three little piles of dainty
looking seeds. But the thing that Happy Jack
couldn't keep his eyes off was right in the middle.

o e 4]



It was a huge pile of big, tat hickory nuts. Now
who could remain ill-tempered and cross with
such a lot of goodies spread betore him?
Certainly not Happy Jack or his cousin, Chatterer
the Red Squirrel. They just had to smile in spite
of themselves, and when Striped Chipmunk
urged them to sit down and help themselves,
they did. In three minutes they were so
busy eating that they had forgotten all about

their quarrel and were laughing and chatting
like the best of friends.

'It's quite a family party, isn't it?" said Striped

Chipmunk, for you know they are all cousins.

Whitefoot the Wood Mouse happened along,
and Striped Chipmunk insisted that he should
join the party. Later Sammy Jay came along, and
nothing would excuse him from sharing in the
feast, too. When everybody had eaten and eaten
until they couldn’t hold another thing, and it
was time to think of going home, Striped
Chipmunk insisted that Happy Jack and Chatterer
should divide between them the big, fat hickory
nuts that were left, and they did without once
quarreling about it.

"Thanksgiving comes but once a year, And
when it comes it brings good cheer," said Striped
Chipmunk to himself as he watched his guests
depart.
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CHAPTER XII
HATTY JACK DOLS SOML THID

10 call another a thief doesn 't make him one.
Happyv Jack

Happy Jack sat up in a chestnut tree, and his
face was very sober. The fact is, Happy Jack was
doing some very hard thinking. This is so very
unusual for him that Sammy Jay stopped to ask
if he was sick. You see he is naturally a happy-go-
lucky little scamp, and that is one reason that he
is called Happy Jack. But this morning he was
thinking and thinking hard, so hard, in fact, that
he almost lost his temper when Sammy Jay
interrupted his thoughts with such a foolish
question.

What was he thinking about? Can you not
guess? Why, he was thinking about those big, fat
hickory nuts that Striped Chipmunk had had for
his Thanksgiving dinner, and how Striped
Chipmunk had given him some of them to bring
home. He was very sure that they were the very
same nuts that he had watched grow big and tat
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in the top of the tall hickory tree and then had
knocked down while chasing his cousin,
Chatterer. When they had reached the ground
and found the nuts gone, Happy Jack had at
once suspected that Striped Chipmunk had
taken them, and now he felt sure about it.

But all at once things looked very different to
Happy Jack, and the more he thought about
how he had acted, the more ashamed of himself
he grew.

"There certainly must have been enough of
those nuts for all of us, and if I hadn't been so
greedy we might all have had a share. As it is,
['ve got only those that Striped Chipmunk gave
me, and Chatterer has only those that Striped
Chipmunk gave him. It must be that that sharp
little cousin of mine with the striped coat has got
the rest, and I guess he deserves them.”

Then all of a sudden Happy Jack realized
how Striped Chipmunk had fooled him into
thinking that the storehouse of Chatterer was his
storehouse, and Happy Jack began to laugh. The
more he thought of it, the harder he laughed.

"The joke certainly is on me!” he exclaimed.
"The joke certainly is on me, and it served me
right. Hereafter I'll mind my own business. If I
had spent half as much time looking for hickory
nuts as I did looking for Striped Chipmunk's
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storehouse, 1 would be ready tor winter now,
and Chatterer couldn't call me a thief."
Then he laughed again as he thought how

Striped Chipmunk must have enjoyed seeing
him pulled out of Chatterer's storehouse by the tail.

"What's the joke?" asked Bobby Coon, who
happened along just then.

"T've just learned a lesson,” replied Happy Jack.

"What is it?" asked Bobby.

Happy Jack grinned as he answered:

"T've found that greed will never, never pay. It
makes one cross and ugly, and it drives one's
triends away. And being always selfish and always
wanting more, One’s very apt to lose the things
that one has had before."

"Pooh!” said Bobby Coon. "Have you just
found that out? I learned that a long time ago.”

>>> 45



CHAPTER XIII

HAITY JACK CLTS A WARNING

It matters not how smart you are,
So be 1t you are heedless too.
It isn't what you know that counts
So much as what it 1s to you.
Happy Jack

A fat Gray Squirrel is very tempting to a num-
ber of people in the Green Forest, particularly in
winter, when getting a living i1s hard work. Almost
every day Reddy and Granny Fox stole softly
through that part of the Green Forest where
Happy Jack Squirrel lived, hoping to surprise
and catch him on the ground. But they never
did. Roughleg the Hawk and Hooty the Owl
wasted a great deal of time, sitting around near
Happyv Jack's home, hoping to catch him when
he was not watching, but they never did.

Happy Jack knew all about these big hungry
neighbors, and he was always on the watch for
them. He knew their ways and just where they
would be likely to hide. IHe took the greatest care
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to look into every such hiding place near at hand
before he ventured down out of the trees, and
because these hungry neighbors are so big, he
never had any trouble in seeing them if they
happened to be around. So Happy Jack didn't
do much worrving about them. The fact is,
Happy Jack wasn't afraid of them at all, for the
simple reason that he knew they couldn't follow
him into his hollow tree.

Having nuts stored away, he would have
been perfectly happy but for one thing. Yes, Sir,
there was only one thing to spoil Happy Jack's
complete happiness, and that was the fear that
Shadow the Weasel might take it into his head
to pay him a visit. Shadow can go through a
smaller hole than Happy Jack can, and so Happy
Jack knew that while he was wholly sate from
his other enemies, he wasn't sate at all from
Shadow the Weasel. And this worried him. Yes,
Sir, it worried Happy Jack. He hadn't seen or
heard of Shadow for a long time, but he had a
feeling that he was likely to turn up almost any
time, especially now that everything was covered
with snow and ice, and food was scarce and
hard to get. He sometimes actually wished that
he wasn't as tat as he was. Then he would be less

tempting to his hungry neighbors.

But no good comes of worrving. No, Sir, not
a bit of good comes of worrving, and Happy
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Jack knows it.

"All I can do is to watch out and not be care-
less,” said he, and dropped the shell of a nut on
the head of Reddy Fox, who happened to be
passing under the tree in which Happy Jack was

sitting. Reddy looked up and showed his teeth
angrily. Happy Jack laughed and scampered
away through the tree-tops to another part ot the
Green Forest where he had some very secret
stores of nuts.

He was gone most of the day, and when he
started back home he was in the best of spirits,
for his stores had not been found by any one
else. He was in such good spirits that for once
he quite torgot Shadow the Weasel. Iie was just
going to pop into his doorway without first
looking inside, a very foolish thing to do, when
he heard some one calling him. He turned to see
Tommy Tit the Chickadee hurrying towards
him, and it was very clear that Tommy was
greatly excited.

"Hello, Tommy Tit! What ails you?" exclaimed
Happy Jack.

‘Don't go in there, Happy Jack!" cried Tommy
Tit. "Shadow the Weasel is in there waiting for
you!"

Happy Jack turned quite pale. "Are you
sure?” he gasped.
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Tommy Tit nodded as it he would nod his
head oft. "I saw him go in, and he hasn't come
out, for I've kept watch,” said he. "You better get
away from here before he knows you are about.”

That was good advice, but it was too late.
Even as Tommy Tit spoke, a sharp face with red,
angry eves was thrust out of Happy Jack's door-
way. It was the face of Shadow the Weasel.
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CHAPTER XTIV

HATTY JACKS UN 1O LILL

A coward he who runs away
When he should stay and fight,
But wise is he who knows when he
Should run with all his might.
Happyv Jack

It isn't cowardly to run away when it is quite
useless to stay and fight. So it wasn't so cowardly of
Happy Jack Squirrel to turn tail and run the
instant he caught sight of Shadow the Weasel.
No, Sir, it wasn't cowardly at all, although it
might have looked so to you had you been there
to see, for Happy Jack is bigger than Shadow.
But when it comes to a fight, Happy Jack is no
match at all for Shadow the Weasel, and he
knows it. Shadow is too guick for him, and
though Happy Jack was ever so brave, he would
have no chance at all in a fight with Shadow.

And so the very instant he saw the cruel face
of Shadow with its fierce red eyes glaring at him
from his own doorway, Happy Jack turned tail
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and ran. Yes, Sir, that is just what he did, and it
was the wisest thing he could have done. He
hoped with a mighty hope that Shadow would
not follow him, but he hoped in vain. Shadow
had made up his mind to dine on Squirrel, and
he didn't propose to see his dinner run away
without trying to catch it. So the instant Happy
Jack started, Shadow started after him, stopping
only long enough to snarl an ugly threat at
Tommy Tit the Chickadee, because Tommy had
warned Happy Jack that Shadow was waiting
for him.

But Tommy didn't mind that threat. Oh, my,
no! Tommy didn't mind it at all. He can tly, and
so he had no fear of Shadow the Weasel. But he
was terribly afraid for Happy Jack. He knew, just
as Happy Jack knew, that there wasn't a single
place where Happy Jack could hide into which
Shadow could not follow him. So Tommy flitted
from tree to tree behind Happy Jack, hoping that
in some way he might be able to help him.

From tree to tree raced Happy Jack, making
desperately long leaps. Shadow the Weasel followed,
and though he ran swiftly, he didn't appear to
be hurrying, and he took no chances on those
long leaps. If the leap was too long to take safely,
Shadow simply ran back down the tree, across
to the next one and up that. It didn't worry him
at all that Happy Jack was so far ahead that he
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was out of sight. He knew that he could trust his
nose to follow the scent of Happy Jack. In fact, it
rather pleased him to have Happy Jack race
away in such fright, for in that way he would
soon tire himself out.

And this is just what Happv Jack did do. He
ran and jumped and jumped and ran as fast as
he could until he was so out of breath that he just
had to stop tor a rest. But he couldn't rest much.
He was too terribly frightened. He shivered and
shook while he got his breath, and never tor a
second did he take his eyes from his back trail.
Presently he saw a slim white form darting
along the snow straight towards the tree in
which he was resting. Once more Happy Jack
ran, and somehow he felt terribly helpless and
hopeless.

He had to rest oftener now, and each rest was
shorter than the one before, because, you know,
Shadow was a less and less distance behind.
Poor Happy Jack! He had tried every trick he
knew, and not one of them had fooled Shadow
the Weasel. Now he was too tired to run much
farther. The last little bit of hope left Happy
Jack's heart. He blinked his eyes very fast to keep
back the tears, as he thought that this was probably
the last time he would ever look at the beautiful
Green Forest he loved so. Then he gritted his
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teeth and made up his mind that anyway he
would fight his best, even if it was hopeless. It
was just at that very minute that he heard the
voice of Tommy Tit the Chickadee calling to him
in great excitement, and somehow, he didn't
know why;, a wee bit of hope sprang up in his heart.
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CHAPTER Xv

WIIO SAVED UATTY JACK SOUTRRLL?

Blessed he whose words of cheer
Help put hope in place of fear.

Happy Jack

[t never has been fully decided among the little
people of the Green Forest and the Green
Meadows just who really did save Happy Jack
Squirrel. Some say that Tommy Tit the
Chickadee deserves all the credit and some say
that—but wait. Let me tell you just what
happened, and then perhaps you can decide for
yourself who saved Happy Jack.

You see, it was this way: Happy Jack had run
and run and run and tried every trick he knew to
get away from Shadow the Weasel, but all in
vain. At last he was so out of breath and so tired
that he felt that he couldn't run any more. He
had just made up his mind that he would wait
right where he was for Shadow and then put up
the best fight he could, even if it was hopeless,
when he heard Tommy Tit calling to him in
great excitement.
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"Dee, dee, chickadee! Come here quick,
Happy Jack! Come here quick!” called Tommy Tit.

A wee bit of hope sprang up in Happy Jack's
heart. He couldn't imagine what possible help
Tommy Tit could be, but he would go see. S0
taking a long breath he started on as fast as he
could in the direction of Tommy's voice. He
couldn't run very fast, because, you know, he
was so tired, but he did the best he could.
Presently he saw Tommy just ahead of him flying
about in great excitement.

"Dee, dee, dee, there he is! Go to him! Go to
him, Happy Jack! Hurry! Hurry! Dee, dee, dee,
oh, do hurry!” cried Tommy Tit.

For just a second Happy Jack didn't know
what he meant. Then he saw Farmer s boy
watching Tommy Tit as if he didn't know what
to make of the little fellow's excitement.

"Go to him! Go to him!" called Tommy. "He
won't hurt you, and he won't let Shadow the
Weasel hurt you! See me! See me! Dee, dee, see
me!" And with that Tommy Tit flew right down
on Farmer ‘s boy's hand, for you know he and
Farmer ‘s boy are great friends.

Happy Jack hesitated. He knew that Farmer 's
boy had tried to make friends with him, and
every day since the ice and snow had come had
put out nuts and corn for him, but he couldn't
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quite forget the old fear of him. He couldn't
quite trust him. 50 now he hesitated. Then he
looked back. Shadow the Weasel was only a few
jumps behind him, and his little eves glowed red
and savage. Farmer 's boy might not hurt him,
but Shadow certainly would. Shadow would kill
him. Happy Jack made up his mind, and with a
little gasp raced madly across the snow straight
to Farmer 's boy and ran right up to his shoulder.

Shadow the Weasel had been so intent on
catching Happy Jack that he hadn't noticed
Farmer ‘s boy at all. Now he saw him for the first
time and stopped short, snarling and spitting.
Whatever else you may say of Shadow the
Weasel, he 1s no coward. For a minute it looked
as if he really meant to follow Happy Jack and
get him in spite of Farmer ‘s boy, and Happy
Jack trembled as he looked down into those
angry little red eyes. But Shadow knows when
he is well off, and now he knew better than to
come a step nearer. S0 he snarled and spit, and
then, as Farmer 's boy took a step forward,
leaped to one side and disappeared in the old

stone wall.
Very gently and softly Farmer 's boy talked to
Happy Jack as he took him to the nearest tree.

Then, when Happy Jack was sately up in the

tree, he went over to the stone wall and tried to
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drive Shadow the Weasel out. He pulled over
the stones until at last Shadow jumped out, and
then Farmer ‘s boy chased him clear into the
Green Forest.

"Dee, dee, dee, what did 1 tell you?" cried
Tommy Tit happily, as he flew over to where
Happy Jack was sitting.

Now who really saved Happy Jack —Tommy
Tit or Farmer ‘s boy?

—
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CHAPTER XVI

HATTY JACK MISSLS TARMLR 'S BOY

One and one are always two,
And two and two are four.
And just as true it 1s you'll find
That love and love make more.
Happy Jack

Go ask Happy Jack Squirrel. He knows. He
knows because he has proved it. It began when
Farmer 's boy saved him from Shadow the
Weasel. Perhaps I should say when Farmer 's
boy and Tommy Tit saved him, for if it hadn't
been for Tommy, it never would have entered
Happyv Jack's head to run to Farmer ‘s boy. After
that, of course, Happy Jack and Farmer 's boy
became great friends. Farmer 's boy came over
to the Green Forest every dav to see Happy Jack,
and always he had the most delicious nuts in his
pockets. At tirst Happy Jack had been a wee bit
shy. He couldn't quite get over that old fear he
had had so long. Then he would remember how
Farmer 's boy had saved him, and that would
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make him ashamed, and he would walk right up
and take the nuts.

Farmer 's boy would talk to him in the nicest
way and tell him that he loved him, and that
there wasn't the least thing in the world to be

afraid of. Pretty soon Happy Jack began to love
Farmer 's boy a little. He couldn't help it. He just
had to love any one who was so kind and gentle
to him. Now as soon as he began to love a little,
and felt sure in his own heart that Farmer 's boy
loved him a little, he found that love and love
make more love, and it wasn't any time at
all betore he had become very fond of Farmer 's
boy, so fond of him that he was almost jealous of
Tommy Tit, who had been a friend of Farmer 's
boy for a long time. It got so that Happy Jack
looked forward each day to the visit of Farmer 's
boy, and as soon as he heard his whistle, he
would hasten to meet him. Some folks were unkind
enough to say that it was just because of the nuts
and corn he was sure to find in Farmer ‘s boy's
pockets, but that wasn't so at all.

At last there came a day when he missed that
cheery whistle. He waited and waited. At last he
went clear to the edge of the Green Forest, but
there was no whistle and no sign of Farmer 's
boy. It was the same way the next day and the
next. Happy Jack forgot to frisk about the way
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he usually does. He lost his appetite. He just sat
around and moped.

When Tommy Tit the Chickadee came to call,
as he did every day, Happy Jack found that
Tommy was anxious too. Tommy had been up
to Farmer ‘s doorvard several times, and he hadn't
seen anything of Farmer 's boy.

'T think he must have gone away;" said Tommy.

"He would have come down here first and
said good-by," replied Happy Jack.

"You—you don't suppose something has
happened to him, do you?" asked Tommy:.

"I don't know. I don't know what to think,"
replied Happy Jack, soberly. "Do you know,
Tommy, I've grown very fond of Farmer ‘s boy."

"Of course. Dee, dee, dee, of course. Everybody
who really knows him is fond of him. ['ve said
all along that he 15 the best friend we've got, but
no one seemed to believe me. I'm glad you've
found it out for yourself. I tell you what, I'll go
up to his house and have another look around.”
And without waiting for a reply, Tommy was off
as tast as his hittle wings could take him.

'Thope, I do hope, that nothing has happened
to him,” mumbled Happy Jack, as he pretended
to hunt for buried nuts while he waited for
Tommy Tit to come back, and by "him" he meant
Farmer s boy.
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CHAPTER XVII

TOMMY TTT BIINCS NEWS

No one knows too much, but many know too little.
Happy Jack

Happy Jack very plainly was not happy. His
name was the only happy thing about him. He
fussed about on the edge of the Green Forest. He
just couldn’t keep still. When he thought any-
body was looking, he pretended to hunt for
some of the nuts he had buried in the tall, and
dug holes down through the snow. But as soon
as he thought that no one was watching, he
would scamper up a tree where he could look
over to Farmer 's house and look and look. It
was very clear that Happy Jack was watching for
some one and that he was anxious, very anxious,
indeed.

It was getting late in the afternoon, and soon
the Black Shadows would begin to creep out
from the Purple Hills, behind which jolly, round,
red Mr. Sun would go to bed. It would be bed-
time for Happy Jack then, for you know he goes
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to bed very early, just as soon as it begins to get
dark. The later it got, the more anxious and
uneasy Happy Jack grew. He had just made up
his mind that in a few minutes he would have to
give up and go to bed when there was a flit of
tiny wings, and Tommy Tit the Chickadee
dropped into the tree beside him.

"Did you find out anything?" asked Happy
Jack eagerly, before Tommy had a chance to say
a word.

Tommy nodded. "He's there!” he panted, for
he was quite out of breath from hurrying so.

"Where?" Happy Jack fairly shouted the question.
"Over there in the house," replied Tommy Tit.
"Then he hasn't gone away! It's just as [ said,
he hasn't gone away!” cried Happy Jack, and he

was so0 relieved that he jumped up and down
and as a result nearly tumbled out of the tree.

"No," replied Tommy, "he hasn't gone away,
but I think there is something the matter with

i

him.

Happy Jack grew verv sober. "What makes
you think s0?" he demanded.

"It you'll give me time to get my breath, I'll
tell you all about it,” retorted Tommy Tit.

"All right, only please hurry,” replied Happy
Jack, and tried to look patient even if he wasn't.
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Tommy Tit smoothed out some rumpled
teathers and was most provokingly slow about
it. "When I left here,” he began at last, "1 flew
straight up to Farmer 's house, as I said [ would.
| flew all around it, but all | saw was that horrid
Black Pussy on the back doorsteps, and she
looked at me so hungrily that she made me
dreadfully uncomfortable. I don't see what
Farmer keeps her about for, anyway.”

"Never mind her; go on!" interrupted Happy
Jack.

"Then I flew all around the barn, but I didn't
see any one there but that ugly little upstart,
Bully the English Sparrow, and he wanted to
pick a fight with me right away.” Tommy looked
very indignant.

"Never mind him, go on!” cried Happy Jack
impatiently.

"After that I flew back to the big maple tree
close by the house,” continued Tommy. "You
know Farmer 's boy has kept a piece of suet tied
in that tree all winter for me. I was hungry, and
[ thought I would get a bite to eat, but there wasn't
any suet there. That pig of a Sammy Jay had
managed to get it untied and had carried it all
away. Of course that made me angry, and twice
as hungry as betore. I was trying to make up my
mind what to do next when I happened to look
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over on the window sill, and what do vou think
I saw there?”

"What?" demanded Happy Jack eagerly.

"A lot of cracked hickory nuts!” declared
Tommy. "I just knew that they were meant for
me, and when [ was sure that the way was clear,
| tflew over there. They tasted so good that
| almost torgot about Farmer 's boy, when 1 just
happened to look in the window. You know
those windows are made of some queer stuff
that looks like ice and isn't, and that you can see
right through.”

Happy Jack didn't know, for he never had
been near encugh to see, but he nodded, and
Tommy Tit went on.

"There were many queer things inside, and |
was wondering what they could be when all of
a sudden | saw him. He was lying down, and
there was something the matter with him. |

tapped on the window to him and then I hurried
back here."”
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CHAPTER XVIII

HATTY JACK DECIDES 10 MAKE A CALL

You'll find when all is said and done
Two heads are better far than one.

Happy Jack

Happy Jack Squirrel hadn't slept very well.
He had had bad dreams. Ever so many times in
the night he had waked up, a very unusual thing
for Happyv Jack. The fact is, he had something on
his mind. Yes, Sir, Happy Jack had something on
his mind, and that something was Farmer ‘s bov.
He often had had Farmer 's boy on his mind
before, but in a very different way. Then it had
been in the days when Farmer's boy hunted
through the Green Forest and over the Green
Meadows with his terrible gun. Then everybody
had Farmer 's boy on their minds most of the
time. Happy Jack had hated him then, hated him
because he had feared him. You know fear almost
always leads to hate. But now it was ditferent.
Farmer 's boy had put away his terrible gun.
Happy Jack no longer feared him. L.ove had
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taken the place of hate in his heart, for had not
Farmer 's boy saved him from Shadow the
Weasel, and brought him nuts and corn when
food was scarce? And now Tommy Tit had
brought word that some thing was the matter
with Farmer 's boy. It was this that was on
Happy Jack’'s mind and had given him such a
bad night.

As soon as it was daylight, Happv Jack
scrambled out of bed to look for Tommy Tit. He
didn't have long to wait, for Tommy is quite as
early a riser as Happy Jack.

"Dee, dee, chickadee! I hope you feel as well
as me!”

sang Tommy merrily, as he flitted over to
where Happy Jack was looking tor his breakfast.
The very sound of Tommy's voice made Happy
Jack feel better. One must teel very badly indeed
not to be a little more cheerful when Tommy Tit
is about. The fact is, Tommy Tit packs about so
much good cheer in that small person of his, that
no one can be downhearted when he is about.

"Hello, Tommy," said Happy Jack. "If I could
make other people feel as good as you do, do
you know what I would do?”

"What?" asked Tommy:.

'T'd go straight up to Farmer 's house and try
to cheer up Farmer ‘s boy," replied Happy Jack.
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"That's the very thing | have in mind,” chuckled
Tommy. "I've come over here to see if you won't
come along with me. I've been up to his house so
often that he won't think half so much of a visit
from me as he will from you. Will you do it?”

Happy Jack looked a little startled. You see,
he never had been over to Farmer ‘s house, and
somehow he couldn't get over the idea that it
would be a very dangerous thing to do. "I—I—
do you really suppose I could?” he asked.

'T'm sure of it," replied Tommy Tit. "There's
no one to be afraid of but Black Pussy and
Bowser the Hound, and it's easy enough to keep
out of their way. You can hide in the old stone
wall until the way is clear and then run across to
the big maple tree close to the house. Then you
can look right in and see Farmer 's boy, and he
can look out and see you. Will you do it?"

Happy Jack thought very hard for a few
minutes. Then he made up his mind. "T'll do it!"
said he in a very decided tone of voice. "Let's
start right away."

"Good tfor vou! Dee, dee, good tor vou!” cried
Tommvy Tit, and started to lead the way.
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CHAPTER XIX
TOMMY TITAND BAITY JACK TAY A VIS

As grows the mighty elm tree,
From just a tiny seed,
So often great things happen
From just a kindly deed.
Happy Jack

Great things were happening to Happy Jack
Squirrel. He was actually on his way to Farmer
s house, and he had a teeling that other things
were likely to happen when he got there. Now
you may not think that it was anything very
great that Happy Jack should be on his way to
Farmer ‘s house. Very likely you are saying,
"Pooh! That’s nothing!” This may be true, and
then again it may not. Suppose you do a little
supposing. Suppose vou had all your life been
terribly afraid of a great giant fifty times bigger
than you. Suppose that great giant had stopped
hunting vou and by little deeds of kindness had
at last won your love. Suppose you learned that
something was the matter with him, and you
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made up your mind to visit him at his great cas-
tle where there were other great giants whom
you did not know. Wouldn't you think that great
things were happening to you?

Well, that is exactly the wayv it was with
Happy Jack Squirrel, as he and Tommy Tit the
Chickadee started to go over to Farmer 's house
to look for Farmer 's boy. Tommy Tit had been
there often, so he didn't think anything about it,
but Happy Jack never had been there, and if the
truth were known, his heart was going pitapat,
pitapat, with excitement and perhaps just a little
fear. Through the Old Orchard they went,
Tommy Tit flitting ahead and keeping a sharp
watch for danger. When they reached the old
stone wall on the edge of Farmer 's dooryard,
Tommy told Happy Jack to hide there while he
went to see if the way was clear. He was back in
a few minutes.

"Dee, dee, everything is all right,” said he.
"Bowser the Hound is eating; his breakfast out
back where he can't see you at all, and Black
Pussy is nowhere about. All you have to do is to
follow me over to that big tree close to the house,
and | will show you where Farmer 's boy is."

"I—I'm afraid,” confessed Happy Jack.

"Pooh! There's nothing to be afraid of," as-
serted Tommy Tit in the most positive way.
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"Don't be a coward. Remember how Farmer 's
boy saved you from Shadow the Weasel. Come
on! Dee, dee, dee, come on!" With that Tommy
flew across to the tree close by the house.

Happyv Jack scrambled up on the old stone
wall and looked this way and looked that way.
He couldn't see a thing to be afraid of. He
jumped down and ran a few steps. Then his
heart failed, and he scampered back to the old
stone wall in a panic. After a few minutes he
tried again, and once more a foolish fear sent
him back. The third time he gritted his teeth,
said to himself over and over, "I willl T willl 1
will!" and ran with all his might. In no time at all
he was across the dooryard and up in the big
tree, his heart pounding with excitement.

"Dee, dee, dee,” called Tommy Tit.

Happy Jack looked over to the house, and
there sat Tommy on a window-sill, helping him-
self to the most delicious-looking cracked nuts.
The sight of them made Happy Jack's mouth
water. A long branch hung down over the win-
dow and almost touched the sill. Happy Jack
ventured half way and stopped. Somehow it
seemed very dangerous to go so close to that
window.

"Come on! Come on! What are vou afraid of?"
called Tommy:.
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Something like shame that such a little tellow
as Tommy Tit should dare to go where he did
not, crept into Happy Jack's heart. With a quick
little run and jump he was on the sill, and a second
later he was staring in at all the strange things
inside. At first he didn't see anything of Farmer
s boy, but in a few minutes he made him out. He
was lving down all covered over except his
head. There was something the matter with him.
Happy Jack didn't need to be told that, and a
great pity filled his heart. He wanted to do
something for Farmer 's boy.
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CHAPTER XX

WIIAT WAS THT MATTER WITH TARMIR S BOY?

He who climbs the highest has the farthest to fall,
but often it is worth the risk.

Happy Jack

All the way home from his visit to Farmer 's
house Happy Jack Squirrel puzzled and won-
dered over what he had seen. He had peeped in
at a window and seen Farmer ‘s boy lying all
covered up, with only his head showing. Happy
Jack couldn't see very well, but somehow that
head didn't look just right. One thing was sure,
and that was there was something wrong with
Farmer 's boy. He never would have been lying
still like that if there hadn't been.

Happy Jack had been so troubled by what he
saw that he had hardly tasted the nuts he had
found on the window-sill. "I am going to make
him another call to-morrow,” said he when he
and Tommy Tit were once more back in the

Green Forest.
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"Of course,” replied Tommy. "1 expected you
would. T will be around for you at the same time.
You're not afraid any more to go up there, are you?”

"No-0," replied Happy Jack, slowly. The truth
is, he was still a little afraid. It seemed to him a
terribly venturesome thing to cross that open
dooryard, but having done it once in safety, he
knew that it would be easier the next time. It
was. The next morning he and Tommy Tit went
just as before, and this time Happy Jack
scampered across the dooryard the very first
time he tried. They found things just as they had
been the day before. They saw Farmer s boy, but
he didn't see them. Tommy Tit was just going to
tap on the window to let him know they were

there, when a door inside opened, and in walked
Mrs. . It frightened them so that Tommy Tit flew
away without tasting a single nut, and Happy
Jack nearly fell as he scrambled back into the
tree close by the window. You see, they never
had made her acquaintance, and having her
walk in so suddenly frightened them terribly.
They didn't stop to think that there was nothing
to fear because there was the window between.
Somehow they couldn’t understand that queer
stuff that they could see through but which shut
them out. If they had seen Mrs. go to the
window and put more cracked nuts on the sill,
perhaps they would have been less afraid. But
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they had been too badly frightened to look back,
and so they didn't know anything about that.

The next morning Tommy Tit was on hand as
usual, but he found Happy Jack a little doubtful
about payving another visit. He wasn't wholly
over his scare of the day before. It took him some
time to make up his mind to go, but finally he
did. This time when they reached the tree close
by the house, they found a great surprise
awaiting them. Farmer ‘s boy was sitting
just inside the window, looking out. At least,
they thought it was Farmer ‘s boy, but when they
got a little nearer, they grew doubtful. It looked
like Farmer ‘s boy, and vet it didn't. His cheeks
stuck way out just as Striped Chipmunk's do
when he has them stufted full of corn or nuts.

Happy Jack stared at him very hard. "My
goodness, [ didn't know he carried his food that
way!" he exclaimed. "I should think it would be
dreadfully uncomfortable.”

[f Farmer 's boy could have heard that, he cer-
tainly would have tried to laugh, and if he had —
well, it was bad enough when he tried to smile
at the sight of Tommy Tit and Happy Jack. He
didn't smile at all but made up an awful face in-
stead and clapped both hands to his cheeks.
Happyv Jack and Tommy Tit didn't know what
to make of it, and it was some time before they
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made up their minds that it really was Farmer 's
boy, and that they had nothing to fear. But when
they finally ventured on to the sill and, as they
helped themselves to nuts, saw the smile in his
eyes, though he did not smile with his mouth at
all, they knew that it was he, and that he was
glad that they had called. Then they were glad
too.

But what was the matter with Farmer 's bov?
Happy Jack puzzled over it all the rest of the
day, and then gave it up.
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CHAPTER XXT
TATTY JACK SQUIRRLL CROWS VLRY BOLD

When you find a friend in trouble
Pass along a word of cheer.
Often it is very helpful
Just to feel a friend is near.
Happyv Jack

Every day Happy Jack visited the window sill
of Farmer ‘s house to call on Farmer ‘s boy, who
was always waiting for him just inside the window.
In fact Happy Jack had got into the habit of
getting his breakfast there, for always there were
fat, delicious nuts on the window-sill, and it was
much easier and more comfortable to breakfast
there than to hunt up his own hidden supplies
and perhaps have to dig down through the
snow to get them. Most people are just like
Happy Jack —they do the easiest thing.

Each day Farmer ‘s boy looked more and
more like himself. His cheeks stuck out less and
less, and finally did not stick out at all. And now
he smiled at Happy Jack with his mouth as well
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as with his eyes. You know when his cheeks had
stuck out so, he couldn't smile at all except with
his eyes. Happy Jack didn't know what had been
the matter with Farmer 's boy, but whatever it
was, he was better now, and that made Happy
Jack feel better.

One morning he got a surprise. When he ran
out along the branch of the tree that led to the
window-sill he suddenly discovered something

wrong. There were no nuts on the sill! More than
this there was something very suspicious looking
about the window. It didn't look just right. The
truth is it was partly open, but Happy Jack didn't
understand this, not then, anyway. He stopped
short and scolded, a way he has when things
don't suit him. Farmer ‘s boy came to the window
and called to him. Then he thrust a hand out,
and in it were some of the fattest nuts Happy
Jack ever had seen. His mouth watered right
away. There might be something wrong with the
window, but certainly the sill was all right. It
would do no harm to go that far.

So Happy Jack nimbly jumped across to the
window-sill. Farmer ‘s boy's hand with the fat
nuts was still there, and Happy Jack lost no time
in getting one. Then he sat up on the sill to eat it.
My, but it was good! It was just as good as it had
looked. Happy Jack's eves twinkled as he ate.
When he had finished that nut, he wanted
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another. But now Farmer ‘s boy had drawn his
hand inside the window. IHe was still holding it
out with the nuts in it, but to get them Happy
Jack must go inside, and he couldn't get it out of
his head that that was a very dangerous thing to

do. What if that window should be closed while
he was in there? Then he would be a prisoner.

So he sat up and begged. He knew that

Farmer 's boy knew what he wanted. But Farmer
's boy kept his hand just where it was.

"Come on, you little rascal," said he. "You

ought to know me well enough by this time to
know that I won't hurt you or let any harm come
to you. Hurry up, because I can't stand here all
day. You see, ['ve just got over the mumps, and
if [ should catch cold I might be sick again.
Come along now, and show how brave you are.”

Of course Happy Jack couldn't understand
what he said. If he could have, he might have
cuessed that it was the mumps that had made
Farmer 's boy look so like Striped Chipmunk
when he has his cheeks stuffed with nuts. But if
he couldn’t understand what Farmer 's boy said,
he had no difficulty in understanding that if he
wanted those nuts he would have to go after
them. So at last he screwed up his courage and
put his head inside. Nothing happened, so he
went wholly in and sat on the inside sill. Then
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by reaching out as tar as he could without
tumbling off, he managed to get one of those
nuts, and as soon as he had it, he dodged outside to
eat it.

Farmer 's boy laughed, and putting the rest of
the nuts outside, he closed the window. Happy
Jack ate his fill and then scampered back to the
Green Forest. He felt all puffed up with pride.
He telt that he had been very, very bold, and he
was anxious to tell Tommy Tit the Chickadee,
who had not been with him that morning, how
bold he had been.

"Pooh, that's nothing!” replied Tommy, when
he had heard about it. "I've done that often."
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CHAPTER XXIT
HATTY JACK DARLS T0MMY 11

A wise philosopher is he
Who takes things as they chance to be,
And in them sees that which is best
While trying to forget the rest.
Happy Jack

Somehow Happy Jack's day had been
spoiled. He knew that he had no business to
allow it to be spoiled, but it was, just the same.
You see, he had been all puffed up with pride
because he thought himself a very bold fellow
because he had really been inside Farmer s
house. He couldn't help feeling quite putted up
about it. But when he told Tommy Tit the
Chickadee about it, Tommy had said, "Pooh! I've
done that often.”

That was what had spoiled the day for Happy
Jack. He knew that if Tommy Tit said that he had

done a thing, he had, for Tommy always tells the
truth and nothing but the truth. So Happy Jack

80 <<<



hadn't been so dreadfully bold, after all, and had
nothing to brag about. It made him teel quite put
out. He actually tried to make himself feel that it
was all the fault of Tommy Tit, and that he
wanted to get even with him. He thought about
it all the rest of the day, and just betore he tell
asleep that night an idea came to him.

"I know what I'll do! I'll dare Tommy to go as
far inside Farmer 's house as [ do!" he exclaimed,
and went to sleep to dream that he was the boldest,
bravest squirrel that ever lived.

The next morning when he reached the tree
close by Farmer 's house, he found Tommy Tit
already there, flitting about impatiently and calling
his loudest, which wasn't very loud, for you
know Tommy is a very little fellow, and his voice
is not very loud. But he was doing his best to call
Farmer ‘s boy. You see, there wasn't a single nut
on the window-sill, and the window was closed.
Pretty soon Farmer ‘s boy came to the window
and opened it. But he didn't put out any nuts.
Tommy Tit at once flew over to the sill, and to
show that he was just as bold, Happy Jack followed.
Looking inside, they saw Farmer 's boy
standing in the middle of the room, holding out
a dish of nuts and smiling at them. This was the
chance Happy Jack wanted to try the plan he
had thought of the night before.
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‘"I dare vou to go way in there and get a nut,”
said he to Tommy Tit. He hoped that Tommy
would be afraid.

But Tommy wasn't anything of the kind.
"Dee, dee, dee! Come on!" he cried, and flitted
over and helped himself to a cracked nut and
was back with it before Happy Jack could make
up his mind to jump down inside. Ot course
now that he had dared Tommy Tit, and Tommy
had taken the dare, he just had to do it too. It
looked a long way in to where Farmer 's boy was
standing. Twice he started and turned back.
Then he heard Tommy Tit chuckle. That was too
much. He wouldn’t be laughed at. He just
wouldn't. He scampered across, grabbed a nut,
and rushed back to the window-sill, where he
ate the nut. It was easier to go after the second
nut, and when he went for the third, he had
made up his mind that it was perfectly safe in
there, and so he sat up on a chair and ate it.
Presently he felt quite at home, and when he had

eaten all the nuts he wanted, he ran all around
the room, examining all the strange things there.

This was a little more than Tommy Tit could
make up his mind to do. He wasn't afraid to fly
in for a nut and then fly out again, but he couldn't

feel easy inside a house like that. Of course, this
made Happy Jack feel good all over. You see, he
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felt that now he really did have something to
boast about. No one else in all the Green Forest
or on the Green Meadows could say that they
had been all over Farmer s boy's room as he

had. Happy Jack swelled himself out at the
thought. Now everybody would say, "What a
bold fellow!”
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CHAPTER XXTII
SAMMY JAY IS QUL UTSLI

[ know of nothing sweeter than
Success to Squirrel or to man.

Happy Jack

Very few people can be all puffed up with
pride without showing it. Happy Jack Squirrel
couldn’t. Just to have looked at him you would
have known that he was feeling very, very good
about something. When he thought no one was
looking, he would actually strut. And it was all
because he considered himself a very bold fel-
low. That was a new feeling for Happy Jack. He
knew that all his neighbors considered him
rather timid, and many a time he had envied, ac-
tually envied Jimmy Skunk and Reddy Fox and
Unc' Billy Possum and even Sammy Jay because
they did such bold things and had dared to visit
Farmer 's dooryvard and henhouse in spite of
Bowser the Hound.

But now he felt that he dared do a thing that
not one of them dared do. He dared go right into
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Farmer ‘s house and make himself quite at home
in the room of Farmer 's boy. He felt that he was
a tremendously brave fellow. You see, he quite
forgot one thing. He forgot that he had found
out that love destroys fear, and that though it
might look to others like a very bold thing to
walk right into Farmer 's house, it really wasn't
bold at all, because all the time he knew that no
harm would come to him. It is never brave to do
a thing that you are not atraid to do. It had been
brave of him to go in at that open window the
first time, because then he had been afraid, but
now he wasn't afraid, and so it was no
longer either brave or bold of him.

Tommy Tit the Chickadee knew all this, and
he used to chuckle to himselt as he saw how
proud of himself Happy Jack was, but he said
nothing to any one about it. Of course, it wasn't
long before others began to notice Happy Jack's
pride. One of the first was Sammy Jay. There is
very little that escapes Sammy Jay's sharp eyes.
Silently stealing through the Green Forest early
one morning, he surprised Happyv Jack strutting.

"Huh," said he, "what are you feeling so big
about?"

Like a flash the thought came to Happy Jack
that here was a chance to show what a bold
fellow he had become. "Hello, Sammy!" he
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exclaimed. "Are vou feeling very brave this
morning?”

"Me feeling brave? What are vou talking
about? If I was as timid as you are, I wouldn't
ever talk about bravery to other people. If there
is anything yvou dare to do that I don't, I've never
heard of it," retorted Sammy Jay:.

"Come on!" cried Happy Jack. "I'm going to
get my breakfast, and I dare you to follow me!”

Sammy Jay actually laughed right out. "Go
ahead. Wherever you go, I'll go," he declared.

Happy Jack started right away for Farmer 's
house, and Sammy followed. Through the Old
Orchard, across the dooryard and into the big
maple tree Happy Jack led the way, and Sammy
followed, all the time wondering what was up.
He had been there many times. In fact, he had
had many a good meal of suet there during the
cold weather, for Farmer 's boy had kept a big
piece tied to a branch of the maple tree tor those

who were hungry.

Sammy was a little surprised when he saw
Happy Jack jump over on to the window-sill.
Still, he had been on that window-sill more than
once himself, when he had made sure that no
one was near, and had helped himself to the
cracked nuts he had found there.
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"Come on!" called Happy Jack, his eyes
twinkling.

Sammy Jay chuckled. "IHe thinks I don't dare
go over there,” he thought. "Well, I'll fool him."

With a hasty look to see that no danger was

near, he spread his wings to follow Happyv Jack
on to the window-sill. Happy Jack waited to

make sure that he really was coming and then
slipped in at the open window and scampered
over to a table on the farther side of the room
and helped himself from a dish of nuts there.

When Sammy saw Happy Jack disappear
inside he gave a little gasp. When he looked
inside and saw Happy Jack making himself
quite at home, he gasped again. And when he
saw a door open and Farmer 's boy enter, and
still Happy Jack did not run, he was too upset
for words. He didn't dare stay to see more, and
for once in his life was quite speechless as he
flew back to the Green Forest.
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CHAPTER XXV

A DRLAM (OMES TRUE

What are all our dreams made up of
That they often are so queer?
Wishes, hopes, and fond desires
All mixed up with foolish fears.
Happy Jack

Which is worse, to have a very beautiful
dream never come true, or to have a bad dream
really come true? Happy Jack Squirrel says the
latter is worse, much worse. Dreams do come
true once in a great while, you know. One of
Happy Jack's did. It came true, and it made a
great difference in Happy Jack's life. You see, it
was like this:

Happy Jack had had so many things to think
of that he had almost forgotten about Shadow
the Weasel. Happy Jack hadn't seen or heard
anything of him since Farmer ‘s boy had chased
him into the Green Forest and so saved Happy
Jack's lite. Since then lite had been too full of
pleasant things to think of anything so unpleasant
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as Shadow the Weasel. But one night Happy
Jack had a bad dream. Yes, Sir, it was a very bad
dream. He dreamed that once more Shadow the
Weasel was after him, and this time there was no
Farmer 's boy to run to for help. Shadow was
right at his heels and in one more jump would
have him. Happy Jack opened his mouth to
scream, and —awoke.

He was all ashake with fright. It was a great
relief to find that it was only a dream, but even
then he couldn’t get over it right away. He was
glad that it was almost morning, and just as soon
as it was light enough to see, he crept out. It was
too early to go over to Farmer ‘s house; Farmer
's boy wouldn't be up vet. So Happy Jack ran
over to one of his favorite lookouts, a tall chestnut
tree, and there, with his back against the trunk,
high above the ground, he watched the Green
Forest wake as the first Sunbeams stole through
it. But all the time he kept thinking of that
dreadful dream:.

A little spot of black moving against the white
snow caught his sharp eyes. What was it? He
leaned forward and held his breath, as he tried
to make sure. Ah, now he could see! Just ahead
of that black thing was a long, slim fellow all in
white, and that black spot was his tail. If it hadn't
been for that, Happy Jack very likely wouldn't
have seen him at all. It was Shadow the Weasel!
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He was running swittly, first to one side and
then to the other, with his nose to the snow. He
was hunting. There was no doubt about that. He
was hunting for his breakfast.

Happy Jack's eves grew wide with fear.
Would Shadow find his tracks? It looked very
much as if Shadow was heading for Happy
Jack's house, and Happy Jack was glad, very
glad, that that bad dream had waked him and
made him so uneasy that he had come out.
Otherwise he might have been caught right in
his own bed. Shadow was almost at Happy

b

Jack's house when he stopped abruptly with his

nose to the snow and sniffed eagerly. Then he
turned, and with his nose to the snow, started
straight toward the tree where Happy Jack was.
Happy Jack waited to see no more. He knew
now that Shadow had found his trail and that it
was to be a case of run for his litfe.

"My dream has come true!” he sobbed as he
ran. "My dream has come true, and I don't know
what to do!" But all the time he kept on running
as fast as ever he could, which really was the
only thing to do.
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CHAPTER XXV

HATTY JACK HAS A HAFTY THOUCHT

Who runs when danger comes his way
Will live to run some other day.
Happyv Jack

Frightened and breathless, running with all
his might from Shadow the Weasel, Happy Jack
Squirrel was in despair. He didn't know what to
do or where to go. The last time he had run from
Shadow he had run to Farmer 's boy, who had
just happened to be near, and Farmer ‘s boy had
chased Shadow the Weasel away. But now it was
too early in the morning for him to expect to
meet Farmer ‘s boy. In fact, jolly, round, red Mr.
Sun had hardly kicked his bedclothes oft yet,
and Happy Jack was very sure that Farmer ‘s
boy was still asleep.

Now most of us are creatures of habit. We do
the thing that we have been in the habit of doing,
and do it without thinking anything about it.
That is why good habits are such a blessing.
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Happy Jack Squirrel is just like the rest of us. He
has habits, both good and bad. Of late, he had
been in the habit of getting his breakfast at
Farmer 's house every morning, so now when he
began to run from Shadow the Weasel he just
naturally ran in the direction of Farmer 's house
from force of habit. In fact, he was halfway there
before he realized in which direction he was running.

Right then a thought came to him. It gave him
a wee bit of hope, and seemed to help him run
just a little faster. If the window of Farmer 's
boy's room was open, he would run in there,
and perhaps Shadow the Weasel wouldn't dare
follow! How he did hope that that window
would be open! He knew that it was his only
chance. He wasn't quite sure that it really was a
chance, for Shadow was such a bold fellow that
he might not be afraid to follow him right in, but
it was worth tryving.

Along the stone wall beside the Old Orchard
raced Happy Jack to the dooryard of Farmer,
and after him ran Shadow the Weasel, and
Shadow looked as if he was enjoying himself.
No doubt he was. He knew just as well as
Happy Jack did that there was small chance of
meeting Farmer 's boy so early in the morning,
so he felt very sure how that chase was going to
end, and that when it did end he would break-
tast on Squirrel.
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By the time Happy Jack reached the doorvard,
Shadow was only a few jumps behind him, and
Happy Jack was pretty well out of breath. IHe
didn't stop to look to see if the way was clear.
There wasn't time for that. Besides, there could
be no greater danger in front than was almost at
his heels, and so, without looking one way or another,
he scampered across the dooryard and up the
big maple tree close to the house. Shadow the
Weasel was surprised. He had not dreamed that
Happy Jack would come over here. But Shadow
is a bold fellow, and it made little difference to
him where Happyv Jack went. At least, that is
what he thought.

So he followed IHappy Jack across the
dooryard and up the maple tree. He took his
time about it, for he knew by the way Happy
Jack had run that he was pretty nearly at the end
of his strength. "He never'll get out of this tree,”
thought Shadow, as he started to climb 1it. He
fully expected to find Happy Jack huddled in a
miserable little heap somewhere near the top.
Just imagine how surprised he was when he
discovered that Happy Jack wasn't to be seen.
He rubbed his angry little red eyes, and they
grew angrier and redder than before.

"Must be a hollow up here somewhere,” he
muttered. "T'll just follow the scent of his feet,
and that will lead me to him."
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But when that scent led him out on a branch
the tip of which brushed against Farmer 's house
Shadow got another surprise. There was no sign
of Happy Jack. He couldn't have reached the
roof. There was no place he could have gone unless—
. Shadow stared across at a window open about
two inches.

"He couldn’'t have!" muttered Shadow. "He
wouldn't dare. He couldn’t have!”

But Happy Jack had. He had gone inside that

window.
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CHAPTER XXVI

LATRMLE 'S BOY WAKLS WIHH A SIAGT

Never think another crazy just because it happens you
Never ‘ve heard of just the thing that they have
started out to do.

Happy Jack

Isn't it queer how hard it seems to be for some
boys to go to bed at the proper time and how
much harder itis for them to get up in the morning? It
was just so with Farmer s boy. I suppose he
wouldn't have been a real boy if it hadn't been
so. Of course, while he was sick with the
mumps, he didn't have to get up, and while he
was getting over the mumps his mother let him
sleep as long as he wanted to in the morning.
That was very nice, but it made it all the harder
to get up when he should after he was well
again. In summer it wasn't so bad getting up
early, but in winter—well, that was the one thing
about winter that Farmer ‘s boy didn't like.

On this particular morning Farmer had called
him, and he had replied with a sleepy "All
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right." and then had rolled over and promptly
gone to sleep again. In two minutes he was
dreaming just as if there were no such things as
duties to be done. For a while they were very
pleasant dreams, very pleasant indeed. But
suddenly they changed. A terrible monster was
chasing him. It had great red eyes as big as
saucers, and sparks of fire flew from its mouth.
It had great claws as big as ice tongs, and it
roared like a lion. In his dream Farmer s boy
was running with all his might. Then he tripped
and fell, and somehow he couldn't get up again.
The terrible monster came nearer and nearer.
Farmer 's bov tried to scream and couldn't. He
was so frightened that he had lost his voice. The
terrible monster was right over him now and
reached out one of his huge paws with the great
claws. One of them touched him on the cheek,
and it burned like fire.

With a yell, a real, genuine yell, Farmer 's boy
awoke and sprang out of bed. For a minute he
couldn't think where he was. Then with a sigh
of relief he realized that he was safe in his own
snug little room with the first Jolly Little Sun-
beam creeping in at the window to wish him
cood morning and chide him for being such a
lazy fellow. A thump and a scurry of little feet
caught his attention, and he turned to see a Gray
Squirrel running for the open window. It
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jumped up on the sill, looked out, and then
jumped down inside again, and ran over to a
corner of the room, where he crouched as if in
great fear. It was clear that he had been badly
frightened by the vell of Farmer ‘s boy, and that
he was still more frightened by something he
had seen when he looked out of the window.

A great light broke over Farmer 's boy.
"Happy Jack, you little rascal, I believe you are
the terrible monster that scared me so!” he
exclaimed. "1 believe you were on my bed, and
that it was your claws that I felt on my tace. But
what ails you? You look frightened almost to

death.”

He went over to the window and looked out.
A movement in the big maple tree just outside
caught his attention. He saw a long, slim white
form dart down the tree and disappear. He
knew who it was. It was Shadow the Weasel.

"So that pesky Weasel has been after vou
again, and you came to me for help,” said he
gently, as he coaxed Happy Jack to come to him.
'This is the place to come to every time.
Poor little chap, you're all of a tremble. I guess
I know how you feel when a Weasel is after you.
I guess you feel just as I felt when I dreamed that
that monster was after me. My, but you certainly
did give me a scare when you touched my face!”
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[He gently stroked IHappyv Jack as he talked, and
Happy Jack let him.

"Breakfast!" called a voice from downstairs.

"Coming!” replied Farmer 's boy as he put
Happy Jack on the table by a dish of nuts and
began to scramble into his clothes.
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CHAPTER XXVII

HATY ACK IS ALTAID 10 CO HOML

Safety first is the best rule to insure a long life.
Happyv Jack

Happy Jack didn't dare go home. Can you
think of anvthing more dreadful than to be
afraid to go to your own home? Why, home is
the dearest place in the world, and it should be
the safest. Just think how you would teel it you
should be away from home, and then you
should learn that it wouldn't be safe for you to
go back there again, and you had no other place
to go. It often happens that wav with the little
people of the Green Meadows and the Green
Forest. It was that way with Happy Jack Squirrel now.

You see, Happy Jack knew that Shadow the
Weasel is not one to give up easily. Shadow has
one very good trait, and that is persistence. He is
not easily discouraged. When he sets out to do a
thing, usually he does it. If he starts to get a
thing, usually he gets it. No, he isn't easily
discouraged. Happy Jack knows this. No one
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knows it better. So Happy Jack didn't dare to go
home. He knew that anv minute of night or day
Shadow might surprise him there, and that
would be the end of him. He more than halt
suspected that Shadow was at that very time hiding
somewhere along the way ready to spring out
on him if he should try to go back home.

FHe had staved in the room of Farmer ‘s boy
until Mrs. had come to make the bed. Then he
had jumped out the window into the big maple
tree. He wasn't quite sure of Mrs. yet. She had
kindly eves. They were just like the eyes of
Farmer ‘s boy. But he didn't feel really acquainted yet,
and he felt safer outside than inside the room
while she was there.

"Oh dear, oh dear! What shall I do? I have no
home, and so To keep me warm and snug and
safe I have no place to go!”

Happy Jack said this over and over as he sat in the
maple tree, trying to decide what was to be done.

'l wonder what ails that Squirrel. e seems
to be doing a lot of scolding,” said Mrs. , as she
looked out of the window. And that shows how
easy it is to misunderstand people when we
don't know all about their affairs. Mrs. thought
that Happy Jack was scolding, when all the time
he was just frightened and worried and
wondering where he could go and what he
could do to feel safe from Shadow the Weasel.
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Because he didn't dare to go back to the
Green Forest, he spent most of the day in the big
maple tree close to Farmer ‘s house. The window
had been closed, so he couldn't go inside. He
looked at it longingly a great many times during the
day, hoping that he would find it open. But he
didn't. You see, it was opened only at night
when Farmer 's boy went to bed, so that he
would have plenty of fresh air all night. Of
course Happy Jack didn't know that. All his life
he had had plenty of fresh air all the time, and be
couldn't understand how people could live in
houses all shut up.

Late that afternoon Farmer ‘s boy, who had
been at school all day, came whistling into the
yard. IHe noticed Happy Jack right away. "Hello!
You back again! Isn't one good meal a day
enough?” he exclaimed.

"He's been there all day,” said his mother, who
had come to the door just in time to overhear him. "1
don't know what ails him."

Then Farmer 's boy noticed how forlorn
Happy Jack looked. He remembered Happy
Jack's fright that morning.

"T know what's the matter!” he cried. "It's that
Weasel. The poor little chap is afraid to go home.
We must see what we can do for him. I wonder
if he will stay if I make a new house for him. I
believe I'll try it and see.”
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CHAPTER XXVIII

HATTY JACK EINDS ANLW HOML

They say the very darkest clouds
Are lined with silver bright and fair,
Though how they know I do not see,

And neither do I veally care.

It's good to believe, and so I try
To believe 'tis true with all my might,
That nothing is so seeming dark
But has a hidden side that's bright.
Happy Jack

Certainly things couldn't look much darker

than they did to Happy Jack Squirrel as he satin
the big maple tree at the side of Farmer 's house,
and saw jolly, round, red Mr. Sun getting ready
to go to bed behind the Purple Hills. He was
afraid to go to his home in the Green Forest
because Shadow the Weasel might be waiting
for him there. He was afraid ot the night which
would soon come. He was cold, and he was
hungry. Altogether he was as miserable a little
Squirrel as ever was seen.
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He had just made up his mind that he would
have to go look for a hollow in one of the trees in
the Old Orchard in which to spend the night,
when around the corner of the house came
Farmer 's boy with something under one arm
and dragging a ladder. He whistled cheerily to
Happy Jack as he put the ladder against the tree
and climbed up. By this time Happy Jack had
grown so timid that he was just a little afraid of
Farmer ‘s boy, so he climbed as high up in the
tree as he could get and watched what was
going on below. Even if he was afraid, there was
comfort in having Farmer ‘s boy near.

For some time Farmer 's boy worked busily
at the place where the branch that Happy Jack
knew so well started out from the trunk of the
tree towards the window of Farmer ‘s boy's
room. When he had fixed things to suit him, he
went down the ladder and carried it away with
him. In the crotch of the tree he had left the
queer thing that he had brought under his arm.
In spite of his fears, Happy Jack was curi-
ous. Little by little he crept nearer. What he saw
was a box with a round hole, just about big
enough for him to go through, in one end, and in
front of it a little shelf. On the shelf were some of
the nuts that he liked best.

For a long time Happy Jack looked and
looked. Was it a trap? Somehow he couldn't
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believe that it was. What would Farmer 's boy
trv to trap him for when they were such good
friends? At last the sight of the nuts was too
much for him. It certainly was safe enough to
help himself to those. How good they
tasted! Almost before he knew it, they were
gone. Then he got up courage enough to peep
inside. The box was filled with soft hay. It
certainly did look inviting in there to a fellow
who had no home and no place to go. Ile put his
head inside. Finally he went wholly in. It was
Just as nice as it looked.

'T believe,” thought Happv Jack, "that he
made this little house just for me, and that he put
all this hay in here for my bed. He doesn't know
much about making a bed, but 1 guess he means
well."

With that he went to work happily to make
up a bed to suit him, and by the time the first
Black Shadow had crept as far as the big maple
tree, Happy Jack was curled up fast asleep in his
new house.
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CHAPTER XXIX

FATMLE 'S BOY TAKLS A TRISONLR

The craftiest and cleverest, the strongest and the bold
Will make mistakes like other folks, young, middle-
aged, and old.

Happy Jack

Happy Jack Squirrel was happy once more.
He liked his new house, the house that Farmer 's
boy had made for him and fastened in the big
maple tree close by the house in which he him-
self lived. Happy Jack and Farmer ‘s boy were
getting to be greater friends than ever. Every
morning Happy Jack jumped over to the win-
dow-sill and then in at the open window of the
room of Farmer 's boy. There he was sure to find
a good breakfast of fat hickory nuts. When
Farmer 's boy overslept, as he did sometimes,
Happy Jack would jump up on the bed and
waken him. He thought this great fun. So did
Farmer ‘s boy, though sometimes when he was
very sleepy he pretended to scold, especially on
Sunday mornings when he did not have to get
up as early as on other days.
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Of course, Black Pussy had soon discovered
that Happy Jack was living in the big maple tree,
and she spent a great deal of time sitting at the
foot of it and glaring up at him with a hungry
look in her eyes, although she wasn't hungry at
all, for she had plenty to eat. Several times she
climbed up in the tree and tried to catch him. At
first he had been afraid, but he soon found out
that Black Pussy was not at all at home in a tree
as he was. After that, he rather enjoyed having
her try to catch him. It was almost like a game. It
was great fun to scold at her and let her get very
near him and then, just as she was sure that she
was going to catch him, to jump out of her reach.
After a while she was content to sit at the foot of
the tree and just glare at him.

Happyv Jack had only one worry now, and this
didn't trouble him a great deal. It was possible
that Shadow the Weasel might take it into his
head to try to surprise him some night. Happy
Jack knew that by this time Shadow must know
where he was living, for of course Sammy Jay
had found out, and Sammy is one of those who
tells all he knows. 5till, being so close to Farmer
'sboy gave Happv Jack a very comfortable feeling.

Now all this time Farmer 's boy had not for-
gotten Shadow the Weasel and how he had

driven Happy Jack out of the Green Forest, and
he had wondered a great many times if it would-
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n't be a kindness to the other little people if he
should trap Shadow and put him out of the way.
But vou know he had given up trapping, and
somehow he didn't like to think of setting a trap,
even for such a mischief-maker as Shadow. Then
something happened that made Farmer 's boy
very, very angry. One morning, when he went to
feed the biddies, he found that Shadow had vis-
ited the henhouse in the night and killed three
of his best pullets. That decided him. He telt sure
that Shadow would come again, and he meant
to give Shadow a surprise. He hunted until he
found the little hole through which Shadow had
got into the henhouse, and there he set a trap.

"I don't like to do it, but I've got to,"” said he.
"If he had been content with one, it would have
been bad enough, but he killed three just from
the love of killing, and it is high time that

something be done to get rid of him."

The very next morning Happy Jack saw
Farmer 's boy coming from the henhouse with
something under his arm. He came straight over
to the foot of the big maple tree and put the
thing he was carrying down on the ground. He
whistled to Happy Jack, and as Happy Jack
came down to see what it was all about, Farmer
's boy grinned. "Here's a friend of yours vou
probably will be glad to see,” said he.
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At tirst, all Happy Jack could make out was a
kind of wire box. Then he saw something white
inside, and it moved. Very suspiciously Happy
Jack came nearer. Then his heart gave a great
leap. That wire box was a cage, and glaring
between the wires with red, angry eyes was
Shadow the Weasel! He was a prisoner! Right
away Happy Jack was so excited that he acted
as if he were crazy. IHe no longer had a single
thing to be afraid otf. Do you wonder that he was
excited?
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CHAPTER XXX
ATRISONLT WITHOUT TIAR

A bad name is easy to get but hard to live down.
Happy Jack

Shadow the Weasel was a prisoner. He who
always had been free to go and come as he
pleased and to do as he pleased was now in a
little narrow cage and quite helpless. For once
he had been careless, and this was the result.
Farmer ‘s boy had caught him in a trap. Of
course, he should have known better than to
have visited the henhouse a second time after
killing three of the best pullets there. IHe should
have known that Farmer 's boy would be sure to
do something about it. The truth is, he had
vielded to temptation when common sense had
warned him not to. So he had no one to blame
for his present difficulty but himself, and he
knew it.

At first he had been in a terrible rage and had
bitten at the wires until he had made his mouth
sore. When he had made sure that the wires
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were stouter than his teeth, he wisely stopped
trying to get out in that way, and made up his
mind that the only thing to do was to watch for
a chance to slip out, if the door of the cage
should happen to be left unfastened.

Of course it hurt his pride terribly to be made
fun of by those who always had feared him.
Happy Jack Squirrel was the first one of these to
see him. Farmer 's boyv had put the cage down
near the foot of the big maple tree in which
Happy Jack was living, because Shadow had
driven him out of the Green Forest. As soon as
Happy Jack had made sure that Shadow really
and truly was a prisoner and so quite harmless,
he had acted as if he were crazy. Perhaps he
was—crazy with joy. You see, he no longer had
anything to be really afraid of, for there was no
one but Shadow from whom he could not get
away by running into his house. Billy Mink was
the only other one who could follow him there,
and Billy was not likely to come climbing up a
tree so close to Farmer ‘s house.

So Happy Jack raced up and down the tree in
the very greatest excitement, and his tongue
went quite as fast as his legs. He wanted every-
body to know that Shadow was a prisoner at
last. At first he did not dare go very close to the

cage. You see, he had so long feared Shadow
that he was still afraid of him even though he
was so helpless. But little by little Happy Jack
grew bolder and came very close. And then he
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began doing something not at all nice. IHe began
calling Shadow names and making fun of him,
and telling him how he wasn't afraid of him. It
was all very foolish and worse—it was like hitting a
foe who was helpless.

Of course Happy Jack hastened to tell everybody
he met all about Shadow, so it wasn't long
before Shadow began to receive many visitors.
Whenever Farmer ‘s boy was not around there
was sure to be one or more of the little people
who had feared Shadow to taunt him and make
fun of him. Somehow it seems as it always it is
that way when people get into trouble. You
know it is very easy to appear to be bold and
brave when there is nothing to be afraid of. Of
course that isn't bravery at all, though many
seem to think it is.

Now what do vou think that right down in
their hearts all these little people who came to
jeer at Shadow the Weasel hoped they would
see? Why, they hoped they would see Shadow
afraid. Yes, Sir, that is just what they hoped. But
they didn't. That is where they were disappointed.
Not once did Shadow show the least sign of fear.
He didn't know what Farmer 's boy would do
with him, and he had every reason to fear that if
he was not to be kept a prisoner for the rest of
his natural life, something dreadful would be
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the end. But he was too proud and too brave to
let any one know that any such fear ever entered
his mind. Whatever his faults, Shadow is no
coward. He boldly took bits of meat which
Farmer ‘s boy brought to him, and not once
appeared in the least afraid, so that, much as he
disliked him, Farmer 's boy actually had to
admire him. He was a prisoner, but he kept just
as stout a heart as ever.
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CHAPTER XXXT
WHAIL TARMLE 'S DOY DID WITH SHADOW

Ribble, dibble, dibble, dab!
Some people have the gift of gab!
Some people have no tongues at all
1o trip them up and make them fall.
Happyv Jack

It is a fact, one of the biggest facts in all the
world, that tongues make the greatest part of all
the trouble that brings uncomfortable feelings,
and bitterness and sadness and suftering and
sorrow. If it wasn't for unruly, careless, mean
tongues, the Great World would be a million
times better to live in, a million times happier. It
is because of his unruly tongue that Sammy Jay

is forever getting into trouble. It is the same way
with Chatterer the Red Squirrel. And it is just the
same way with a great many little boys and girls,
and with grown-ups as well.

When the little people of the Green Forest
and Green Meadows who fear Shadow the
Weasel found that he was a prisoner, many of
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them took particular pains to visit him when the
way was clear, just to make fun of him and tease
him and tell him that they were not afraid of him
and that they were glad that he was a prisoner,
and that they were sure something dreadful
would happen to him and they hoped it would.
Shadow said never a word in reply. He was too
wise to do that. He just turned his back on them.
But all the time he was storing up in his mind all
these hateful things, and he meant, if ever he got
free again, to make life very uncomfortable for
those whose foolish tongues were tryving to
make him more miserable than he already felt.

But these little people with the foolish
tongues didn't stop to think of what might hap-
pen. They just took it for granted that Shadow
never again would run wild and free in the
Green Forest, and so they just let their tongues
run and enjoyed doing it. Perhaps they wouldn't
have, if they could have known just what was
going on in the mind of Farmer 's boy. Ever since
he had found Shadow in the trap which he had
set for him in the henhouse, Farmer ‘s boy had
been puzzling over what he should do with his
prisoner. At first he had thought he would keep
him in a cage the rest of his life. But somehow,
whenever he looked into Shadow's fierce little
eyes and saw how unafraid they looked, he got
to thinking of how terrible it must be to be shut
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up in a little narrow cage when one has had all
the Green Forest in which to go and come. Then
he thought that he would kill Shadow and put

him out of his misery at once.

"He killed my pullets, and he is always
hunting the harmless little people of the Green
Forest and the Green Meadows, so he deserves
to be killed," thought Farmer 's boy. "He's a pest.”

Then he remembered that after all Shadow
was one of Old Mother Nature's little people,
and that he must serve some purpose in Mother
Nature's great plan. Bad as he seemed, she must
have some use for him. Perhaps it was to teach
others through fear of him how to be smarter
and take better care of themselves and so be better
titted to do their parts. The more he thought ot
this, the harder it was for Farmer 's boy to make
up his mind to kill him. But if he couldn't keep
him a prisoner and he couldn't kill him, what
could he do?

He was scowling down at Shadow one
morning and puzzling over this when a happy
idea came to him. "I know what ['ll do!" he
exclaimed. Without another word he picked up
the cage with Shadow in it and started off across
the Green Meadows, which now, you know,
were not green at all but covered with snow.
Happy Jack watched him out of sight. He had
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gone in the direction of the Old Pasture. He was
gone a long time, and when he did return, the
cage was empty.

Happy Jack blinked at the empty cage. Then
he began to ask in a scolding tone, "What did
you do with him? What did vou do with him?”

Farmer 's boy just smiled and tossed a nut to
Happy Jack. And far up in the Old Pasture,
Shadow the Weasel was once more free. It was
well for Happy Jack's peace of mind that he did-
n't know that.
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CHAPTER XXXIT

HATTY JACK ISTLREECILY HATY

Never say a thing is so
Unless you absolutely knozw.
just remember every day
To be quite sure of what you say.
Happyv Jack

Taking things for granted doesn't do at all in
this world. To take a thing for granted is to think
that it is so without taking the trouble to find out
whether it is or not. It is apt not only to get you
yourselt into trouble, but to make trouble for
other people as well. Happy Jack saw Farmer 's
boy carrv Shadow the Weasel away in a cage,
and he saw him bring back the cage empty.
What could he have done with Shadow? For a
while he teased Farmer 's boy to tell him, but of
course Farmer 's boy didn't understand Happy
Jack's language.

Now Happy Jack knew just what he would
like to believe. He would like to believe that
Farmer 's boy had taken Shadow away and
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made an end of him. And because he wanted to
believe that, it wasn't very hard to believe it.
There was the empty cage. Of course Farmer 's
boy wouldn't have gone to the trouble of trap-
ping Shadow unless he intended to get rid of
him for good.

'IHe's made an end of him, that's what he's
done!” said Happy Jack to himselt, because that
is what he would have done if he had been in
Farmer 's boy's place. 50 having made up his
mind that this is what had been done with
Shadow, he at once told all his friends that it was
s0, and was himself supremely happy. You see,
he felt that he no longer had anvthing to worry
about. Yes, Sir, Happy Jack was happy. HHe liked
the house Farmer 's boy had made for him in the
big maple tree close by his own house. He was
sure of plenty to eat, because Farmer 's boy al-
ways looked out for that, and as a result Happy
Jack was growing fat. None of his enemies of the
Green Forest dared come so near to Farmer s
house, and the only one he had to watch out for
at all was Black Pussy. By this time he wasn't
atraid of her; not a bit. In fact, he rather enjoyed
teasing her and getting her to chase him. When
she was dozing on the doorstep he liked to steal
very close, wake her with a sharp bark, and then
race for the nearest tree, and there scold her to
his heart's content. He had made friends with
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Mrs. and with Farmer , and he even felt almost
friends with Bowser the Hound. Sometimes he
would climb up on the roof of Bowser's little
house and drop nutshells on Bowser's head
when he was asleep. The funny thing was
Bowser never seemed to mind. He would lazily
open his eyes and wink one of them at Happy
Jack and thump with his tail. He seemed to teel
that now Happy Jack was one of the family, just
as he was.

So Happy Jack was just as happy as a tat Gray
Squirrel with nothing to worry him could be. He
was so happy that Sammy Jay actually became
jealous. You know Sammy is a born trouble
maker. He visited Happy Jack every morning,
and while he helped himself to the good things
that he always found spread for him, for Farmer
's boy always had something for the little feath-
ered folk to eat, he would hint darkly that such
goodness and kindness was not to be trusted,
and that something was sure to happen. That is
just the way with some folks; they always are
SuSpicious.

But nothing that Sammy Jay could say trou-
bled Happy Jack; and Sammy would fly away
quite put out because he couldn't spoil Happy
Jack's happiness the least little bit.
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CHAPTER XXXIII
CAMMY JAY (TSLIS HAITY JACK

A good deed well done often is overlooked, but you
never are allowed to forget a mistake.
Happy Jack

Sammy Jay chuckled as he flew across the
snow-covered Green Meadows on his way to his
home in the Green Forest. He chuckled and he
chuckled. To have heard him you would have
thought that either he had thought of something
very pleasant, or something very pleasant had
happened to him. Once he turned in the direc-
tion of Farmer 's house, but changed his mind as
he saw the Black Shadows creeping out from the
Purple Hills, and once more headed for the
Green Forest.

"Too late to-day. Time I was home now. Itll
keep until to-morrow,” he muttered. Then he
chuckled, and he was still chuckling when he
reached the big hemlock tree, among the thick
branches of which he spent each night.
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"Don't know what started me oft to the Old
Pasture this afternoon, but I'm glad I went. My,
my, my, but I'm glad I went,” said he, as he
flufted out his feathers and prepared to tuck his
head under his wing. "It pays to snoop around
in this world and see what is going on. I learned
a long time ago not to believe everything I hear,
and that the surest way to make sure of things is
to find out for myself. Nothing like using my
own eyes and my own ears. Well, | must get to
sleep.” He began to chuckle again, and he was
still chuckling as he tell asleep.

The next morning Sammy Jay was astir at the
very first sign of light. He waited just long
enough to see that every feather was in place, for
Sammy is a bit vain, and very particular about
his dress. Then he headed straight for Farmer 's

house. Just as he expected he found Happy Jack
Squirrel was awake, for Happy Jack is an early riser.

"Good morning,” said Sammy Jay, and tried
very hard to make his voice sound smooth and
pleasant, a very hard thing for Sammy to do, for

his voice, you know, is naturally harsh and
unpleasant. "You seem to be looking as happy as

ever."

"Of course I am,” replied Happy Jack. "Why
shouldn't I be? I haven't a thing to worry about.
Of course I'm happy, and I hope vou're just as
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happy as I am. I'm going to get my breakfast
now, and then I'll be happier still."

"That's so. There's nothing like a good
breakfast to make one happy,” said Sammy Jay,
helping himself to some suet tied to a branch of
the maple tree. "By the way, I saw an old friend
of yours yesterday. He inquired after you particularly.
He didn't exactly send his love, but he said that
he hoped you are as well and fat as ever, and
that he will see you again some time. He said
that he didn't know of any one he likes to look at
better than you."

Happy Jack looked tlattered. "That was very
nice of him," said he. "Who was it?"

"Guess," replied Sammy.

Happy Jack scratched his head thoughttully.
There were not many friends in winter. Most ot

them were asleep or had gone to the far away
southland.

"Peter Rabbit," he ventured.

Sammy shook his head.

Jimmy Skunk!”

Again Sammy shook his head.
"Jumper the Hare!"

"Guess again,” said Sammy, chuckling.

"Little Joe Otter!”
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"Wrong," replied Sammy.

'l give up. Who was it? Do tell me,” begged
Happy Jack.

"It was Shadow the Weasel!” cried

Sammy, triumphantly.

Happy Jack dropped the nut he was just
gomng to eat, and in place of happiness something
very like tear grew and grew in his eyes. "I—I
don't believe you,” he stammered. "Farmer 's boy
took him away and put an end to him. I saw him
take him.”

"But you didn't see him put an end to
Shadow,"” declared Sammy, "because he didn't.
He took him 'way up in the Old Pasture and let
him go, and | saw him up there yesterday. That's
what comes of guessing at things. Shadow is no
more dead than vou are. Well, I must be going
along. I hope you'll enjoy your breakfast.”

With this, off flew Sammy Jay, chuckling as if
he thought he had done a very smart thing in
upsetting Happy Jack, which goes to show what

queer ideas some pe(.)ple have.

As for Happy Jack, he worried for a while,
but as Shadow didn't come, and there was noth-
ing else to worry about, little by little Happy
Jack's high spirits returned, until he was as
happy as ever. And now, though he has had
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many adventures since then, I must leave him,
for there is no more room in this book. Perhaps
if you ask him, he will tell you of these other ad-
ventures himself. Meanwhile, bashful little Mrs.
Peter Rabbit is anxious that you should know
something about her. So I have promised to call
the next book, "Mrs. Peter Rabbit."

-000-
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HAITY JACK

TAC GIA THORNTON W. BURGESS

1 \b¢ Jack vui linh
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CHUBNG MOT

CTI0°S0 CRCK VUL TINI DA NIROT MO TOUATIA (11

Dé'danh tirng chiit cho moi n gay
Va cho twong lai, lo xa day.
(Jack Vui)

Chil sdc Jack Vui ngoi bén trén ngon cia mot
nhanh cdy mai chau to, cao nhat. Sang do6, Jack
Vui thirc day that som. That ra thi ong mat troi
do6, tron, vui nhén van con ludi bieng nam trén
girdng, phia sau khu Ddi tim trong hic Jack Vui
d3 nhanh nhen nhay ra khoi givong. Chii tadm
rura sach se khé’ip ngrol va san sang cho mot
ngay lam viéc cham chi, khi 6ng mét troi bat dau
leo cao 1én bau troi xanh, xanh biéc.

Ban thay do, Jack Vui da tim ra dwoc cay mai
chau to nay. N6 dang trd rat nhiéu qua hach chin
mudi, béo béd chd doi ai d6 dén nhat ching
xudng. Chi1 séc chac chén rang chura 6 ai khac
da khdm phé ra diéu thi vi nay. Va chil d3 san
sang chay nhanh tdi cay to kia, ngay khi anh
sang binh minh vira 16 dang.
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- Nhtrng qua hach o trén cav mai chau oi.

Chimg chi danh cho riéng i, dang vay tay goi moi.

Jack Vui vira hat 1on bai ca nho nho trong khi
chtr tam nghi ngoi vai phit, vira nhay lén trén
dau ngon cay, va ban khoan khong biét r%"mg nha
kho ctia ch1i ¢é thé chira hét nhiing qua hach to
tron, béo bo nay khong. Ngay lac do, chi soc
bong nghe duoc tiéhg git gdng ctia ai d6 dang
phat ra gan do, tir phia bén kia khu Rirng Xanh.
Jack Vui bén ngung tiéng hat va lang nghe.

Chi nhan ra giong noi dé roi. Day la giong
ndi cua nguroi anh ho, chu soc Do Ba Hoa. Jack
Vui nhan nhaé: “T6i hy vong anh ta ding di vé
huwdng nay,” Jack Vui cau nhau. Cha khong hé
thich ngiro1 anh ho Ba Hoa nay ti nao ca. Hon
nita, 0 day dang c6 mot cay mai chau rat sai qua.
Cha khdng mudn ngudi anh ho Ba Hoa phat
hién ra diéu nay.

Thé thi Jack Vui da qua w 12 ick ky réi. O day
c6 rat nhiéu qua hach chit ta khdng thé sixr dung
hét trong mdt mua déng. Vay ma cha ta lai
khong san long chia cho anh ho Ba Hoa kia, du
chi la mot qua. Hién tai anh ho Ba Hoa dang
nong gian va cau nhau. €6 1€ a1 do, hay viec gi
day da lam anh ta buc bdi, nén anh ta 1am nham
hét mitc ma ludi anh ta cho phép roi chay nhanh
t&i chd cdy mai chau, noi ma Jack Vui dang ngoi.
Jack Vui ngdi im ldng thinh va chdm chii quan
sat. Chil ta khong hé nhiic nhich dir chi 1a vay
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nhe cai dudi xadm ctia minh. C6 thé nao Ba Hoa
chay nhanh qua ma khéng nhin thay cay kia
dang day qua khong? Néu anh ta lam nhur thé
thi chac 1 tai vi anh ta dang ban ron cau nhau va
sé khong dé y dén cac thir khac day.

Jack Vui mim cuweoi khoai tra khi thdy Ba Hoa
chay ngang qua cady nhung khong hé nhin lén.
Chit budn cudi qua nén vo6 tinh ty 6m lay minh
ma quén bang mat rang trong tay chit dang cAm
mot qua hach that to béo. Thé'la chu ta danh roi
nd. Va ban nghi no sé rot xudng dau? Xin thua
rang: tir trén cdy cao, qua hach rét xudng triung
ngay phdc trén dau cia chii s6c D6 Ba Hoa dav.

“Oi nhimg ngdi sao cia tdi!” Ba Hoa la 16n,
ngtrng chay va thoi lam bam, roi rit xoa dau, noi
ma qua hach kia rét tring. Xong roi chu ta
ngude lén xem nd rét xudng tir ddu. Dinhién la
chti ta nhin thang 1én gdp ngay Jack Vui.

“Anh ¢d y lam vay phai khong?” Ba Hoa gao
[én, con nong gian lai tro ve.

“T61 khong ¢6.” Jack Vui dop chat lai.

“Anh cd.”

“T61 khong co.”

Oi, ban than mén, mét canh tuong that kho coy, khi
cd hai chii soc, mot dang mdc bo 4o 16ng mau xam,
mdt méc 4o do, dang ddi choi va ming nhiéc nhau.

Day ding that la mo6t bi kich khong hay, boi
vi ban da biét day, ho 1a hai anh em ho.

s> 129



(HUBNG HAT

CUOC KUAD CHIEN KuGe LT

Tuy ban mudn va ciing tuy vao toi.
Hdy cung nhau thiw siec di thoi.
D¢ ra sitc nhw nhitng chién binh.
Dheoc hay khong tuy ban va tuy toi.
(Jack Vui)

C6 hai ke nong gian dang cung nhau phat ra
nhitng am thanh khing khiép trong khu Rung
Xanh. Mot budi sang dep trdi, mdt budi sang
mua thu that tuyét voi, nhung tat ca nhitng cai
dep do da bi xao tron len vi nhitng am thanh
kho nghe cua hai chi1 soc nho. Ho dang cai nhau
kich liét. Dung roi, ho dang cé mot cude khau
chién chéng lay gi la hay ho néu ai 6 vo tinh
nghe hay nhin thay duwoc.

Ban biét ro ho la ai. M6t 1a chi soc Jack Vi,
mang b 16ng mau xam xam. Va kia la cht soc
bo Ba Hoa, luon ludn thich mang bo 1ong mau
do cung chiéc 4o 16t mau trﬁng. Khi Jack Vui vo
tinh lam rot qua mai chau tir trén cay cao trung
vao dau ctia Ba Hoa, 1a Itac Jack Vui dang ngdi
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im khdng ddng day, hy vong rang Ba Hoa chay
ngang qua nhung ding nhin lén phat hién
nhirng qua hach no tron trén cay cao. Jack Vui
da ich ky chi mudn dau nhitng qua hach cho
riéng minh. Riéng séc Do Ba Hoa tuy rat nong
tanh nhung lai cé cip mat v6 ciing tinh ranh.
Trong khoang thdi gian anh ta chiri rta Jack Vui,
thi cip mat sadng ciia chi1 s6c da chi v téi nhimg
qua mai chau va nurdc miéng trong miéng da bat
dau chay ra khéng ngiing. Khdng chan cho gi
nita, chu1 ta bat ddu nhay phoc ngay 1én ciy dé
hai chung.

Jack Vui trd nén gian dit, that 1a gian dien len.
Chil ta ludn nhanh xuéng phia chu soc Do Ba
Hoa va ngdn chan anh ta treo lén.

“Anh phai tranh xa ngay cay nay ra, cay nay
1a cua tol.” Jack Vui keu thet len.

“Lam gi c6 chuyén do, anh khong phai la chu
cita cdy nay, vay thi toi cling ¢ quyen hdi qua
giong nhwir anh.” Ba Hoa gao lén, lach nhanh qua
phia khac cua cay.

“Xi, ctia tdi ma! tdi tim ra no trirde day!” Jack
Vui la to. “Anh dang la tén cudp can.”

“Toi khong phai.”

“Anh dung la ten cuop.”

“Anh diang la con lgn, Jack Vui a! Anh chi la
mot con lon béo ma thoi.”
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“T61 khong phai la lon nhé! T6i tim ra nhitrng
qua mai chau nay truedc, va toi bao voi anh rfing
chung la cua toi.” Jack Vui thét Ién mot cach gian
dit, xoan manh chiéc dudi 1én. Chii bén nhanh
chéng tiép tuc rugt dudi vong quanh than cay
dé ngan chan Ba Hoa treo lén cao.

Jack Vui bay gio to lon hon anh ho Ba Hoa
nhung lai khong nhanh nhen bé"‘ing. Thé la Ba
Hoa ludn lach qua lai, giong nhur mét tia chdp
do, chu da treo 1én trén ngon cdy cao nhat, noi
nhirng qua hach to béo dang goi moi. Nhung
chi ta lai khéng ¢6 thoi gian dé hai dugce qua
nao, bdi vi Jack Vui dang gian dir dudi theo. Thé
nén Ba Hoa biét rang chii ta sé chang &n duoc gi
hét, néu bi Jack Vui bit dwgc. Jack Vui, chi sdc
mau xam rugt chiti séc Do Ba Hoa chay vong
vong, lanh quanh, tir bén nay sang bén kia, tur
trén ngon cady cao t¢i xudng tan noi got chan
minh. Jack Vui 16i hét nhiing gi xau xa nhat chi
cé thé nghi ra dé ma chiti cho ha con gian. Mot
canh tugng trong that 1la kho coi, va chu tho
Peter, khi vO tinh chay ngang qua, ben bit hai tai
dé tranh khoi phai nghe thay cudc cai va kinh
hon nay.
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(HUBNG BA
(UG SOC VAN STENC NANC

Toi thich nhitng qua dau acorn that to nhung ciing
khong tee chotr nhitng gua dau acorn nho. To, nho g1
thi ciing khong nén bo logi nao, phi cua troi.
(Jack Vui)

Sée Van dang ngdi ¢ trong khic gf} rgng,
nghién ngadm cach lam sao dé kiém du d6 &n du
trix vé chira trong nha kho, sao cho dia dung sudt
mua dong tdi. Séc Van von cb tanh tiet kiém,
sieng nang. Chu cling rat ham vui choi va chi
ta l[a mot con thu vui vé nhat gitra dam thi con
song trong canh Pong C& Xanh, cing voi khu
Rirng Xanh kia. Chu ta sinh hoat ngay gan bién
¢idi clia hai khu nay, nén chi ta biét hét moi
ngwoi va ai ai ciing biét t&i chi. Hau nhw sang
nao Gio thoang vui cua Gié Me Phuong Tay
cting ua vé nd dlia véi chil ta sdm nhat. Nhung
dit rang chit ta r4t ham vui, nhung ciing khéng
hé chadm tré trong viéc lam. Du1 1a dang choi hay
dang lam, chii ta cling sé€ thé hién hét sitc, hét
long vi viec do
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“To1 yéu anh mat troi.

To1 yéu nhitng giot mua roi.

Toi yéu cong viéc qua troi.

T6i cling rat ham choi.

Va toi véu van vat quanh toi.

To1 cling yéu ting phut timg gio, khi ngay
van dang ém troi.”

Séc Van hat xong va ngdi im trong khiic gb
rong, nghi cach 1am sao co thé chira day do an
trong cin nha kho to 1én, 16ng 13y ctia minh.
Chang bao lau sau, chii ta vénh hai tai dé thurong
lén. Co tieng dong gi A6 dang vang lén ¢ phia
bén kia khu Ring Xanh. S0c Van nhay vot ra
khéi khiic go rong. Cé chuyén dn ao dang xay ra
phia bén trén dau ngon cdy mai chau cao kia. Chi
nghe thay giong ndi ratrla gian dir. D6 1a giong nogi
cua hai nguoi anh ho la Jack Vui va Do Ba Hoa.

“Oi thdi! Tai sao hai anh lai ciinhau thé! Toi sé chay
lai xem coi chuyeén gi da xay ra.” Soc¢ Van nghi tham.

Vay la sau cai viy dudi, Séc Van chay vut ra
khoi khiic gb rong roi téi gan cdy Mai Chau 16n.
Chi1 da biét cay Mai Chau nay tir 1au 1Am roi.
Chi1 da nhiéu lan nhin thay nhitng qua hach no
tron trén cao kia dang 1én dan, to day, khéu goi.
Chi ta hy vong chung sé chin nhanh di thoi. Gio
Me Mién Tay Xua sé kiém thoi gian dé rung
chung roi xudng cho chii. Ban ¢6 biét Soc Van
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khong gidi tréo cao 1am dau. Va chi ta cling
khéng thé nao tréo lén va ngat nhitng qua hach
nhw hai ngwdi anh ho Jack Vui va Do Ba Hoa
lam dwoc.

Khi chi dén dugc gan téi cay mai chau, ban
nghi chuyén gi cé thé xay ra? Tai sao nhitng qua
cdy mai chau to tron lai ao at rét xudng dat roi
doén nhau v€ mdt phia, vy nhu Gié Me Mién Tay
Xuwa dang rung cay vadi hét sitc lirc cia minh vay.
Nhung Gié Me Mién Tay Xua dau co ¢ day. Ca
Gid thoang vui cing khong c6 mat trén ngon
cdy cao kia. Nhimmg qua hach roi lach bach
xudng la do hau qua phat xuét tir con dau khau
kich liét ciia hai nguoi anh ho dang thwong kia
chinh 1a Jack Vui va D6 Ba Hoa.

Tat ca cliing chi vi Jack Vui qud ich ky. Ba Hoa
phai treo lén cay va Jack Vui thi to con hon nhung
lai cham chap, dang dudi ruot theo Ba Hoa chay
vong vong quanh ngon cdy. Ho dang gian ditr nen
khong dé y nhitng qua hach dang bi ho lam rung
rol nhanh khi ho v tinh cham manh toi.

Séc Van khong hé ding lai gidy phit nao dé
nghe cudc cdi va kia. Chii don hét nhitng qua
hach no tron vao trong tieng chiéc tai va nhay
vut trd vé cdn nha kho to 16n 1dng 1ay ctia minh
that nhanh. Vong di vong lai mav ban, Soc Van
vlra nhdy vut nhanh nhu tia chop, vira cuoil
thadm hén ho, hy vong rﬁrlg hai nguroi anh ho kia
hay cit tiép tuc tha hd ma dau khau vdi nhau di.

5> 135



(HUBNG BAN
JACK VUT VA DO BA HOA QUA NCO NCANC

Néu ban c6 ca mot dong va xai chiing.
Vay thi ra la ban co ciing nhw khong.
Hay nhwe t61, duwoc vui ve trong long.
Nhie c6 mot kho tang khong bao gio bi trong.
(Jack Vui)

Jack Vui va Ba Hoa da thay mét hét hoi. Jack
Vui vira 1ay lai hoi vira thoi. Béi vi cha ta vira to
va map, that khong de dang 13m, khi phai ruot
dudi anh ho Ba Hoa nhé con lanh loi qua lai trén
nhirng canh cay cao kia. Vi vay Jack Vui la nguoi
bo cudc dau tién. Chu ta dimg lai trén nhanh cay
mai chau cao nhat. Trong khi d6, chii sécBa Hoa
cing ngung lai & trén mdt canh cao khac d6i
dien ngay do.

“Cé ngon thi bat tdi di nao, hdi ké thong
minh kia 0i.” Ba Hoa ché nhao.

“Co ngon thi hay doi day! Toi sé bat dwoc anh
ngay! Toi sé cho anh biét hdi han khi dam dén
gan cay mai chau caa t6i” Jack Vui dép chat lai.
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“To1 dang doi day. Hon nita, cay nay khong

phai cua anh, ciing khong phai la cua t61 ma.”
Ba Hoa dap, rdi lien lam mat vui cuoi voi Jack Vui.

Jack Vui nhay tot ra nhr mudn dudi tiép,
nhung cha ta chot thay bi dau nhéi bén hdng do
chay qua nhiéu va lau, nén chu ta ben ngoi
xudng lai. Trong long chii ta biét ro nhitng diéu
chi soc Ba Hoa ndéi, thi qua that la khong sai.
Cay mai chau &6 khong thude vé sé hitu ctia chit
hay ctia anh ho gi ca. Nhung khi dau 6c chi ta
chita day hinh anh ctia nhitng qua hach no tron,
thi long tham lai chiém hiru tu trdng kia, khién
cho chti ta trd lai ¥ nghi ban diu rang Ba Hoa
khéng co quyén chiém doat chiing du chi la mot
qua thoi.

Chul s6c ngung chiri d€ 1én nhin nhitng qua
hach kia, va roi ban nghi Jack Vui sé lam gi? Cht
ta bong nhay dung 1én mot cach ngac nhién va
xém mat thing bing roi ngd xudng. Nhitng qua
hach da biéh di dau mat rdi. Jack Vui chdp mat
mot cdch ngd ngang. Chi ta dui mit lia lia, lién
tuc va khéng nhin thay dugc mdt qua hach nao
con xot lai ca.

Kia 1a nhitng chiéc vo qua hach tréng rong
nam tro troi. Chil séc Ba Hoa nhin thay guong
mat la lung caa Jack Vui va anh ta cing dao dac
nhin quanh. Bay gid Ba Hoa binh tinh lai va chil
ta da doan ra duoc chuyen gi da xay ra. Chu ta
biét ring trong lac ho dang say mé cdi nhau trén
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cdc canh cao, thi nhitng qua hach chin d3 san
sang dé roi xudng khi bi cham dén. Nhw mdt tia
chdp do, Ba Hoa chay tot, vut nhanh xudng
duwdi. Jack Vui cling nghi vay nén ciing chay
xudng nhanh thiét nhanh, vira gao lén “Ngiing
lai ngay di, tén an cuop kial”

Khi chii ta chay cham téi mat dat, Ba Hoa hoi
ha lon ton chayv vong quanh va bdi tim dwoi
nhirng dam 14 roi, nhung lai khong tim 1ay dwoc
mot qua hach nao. Jack Vui bt budc phai ngung
chiri boi vi chi ta dang lo léng Ba Hoa se tim ra
nhimg qua hach no tron kia trirde. Vivay chu ta
ciing doc long chay di san lung. That 1a la lung,
khong hiéu sao chil cling khdng tim ra dugc mot
qua hach nao ca. Chiing dang an trdn ¢ noi nao.
Ca hai say swa tim kiém nhung van khdng tim
thay duoc gi. Ho dirng lai, va bat dau tréo lai 1én
nhitng ngon cay cao. Cing khong c6 mot qua
nao hét. Va ho quay lai nhin nhau mét cach ngac
nhien, ngay dai.

“Anh nghi nhirng qua hach do da chui di dau
roi?” Jack Vui hoi mét cach ngd virce.

Va roi hg nghe mot tieng cudi khodi tra, giét
ngurol tir cht Tho Peter.

“C6 phai anh da 1av di hét nhiitng qua hach
kia?” Ca hai la lon mdt cach gian dir.

“Khéng, t6i khdng 13y chiing lam gi. Hon nita
toi nghi chiing cling khdng thude vé s hiru ctia
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cac anh ma” Tho Peter dap tinh bo.

ROi chi thd quay lung di, tiép tuc cudi ngit.
Chinh béi vi Peter da nhin thay Soc Van v cung
siéng nang, ling 1€ tha di hét nhitng qua hach
kia, trong thoi gian hai anh em ho nay dang cai
va nhau vo cung khdc liét trén cac canh cay cao.
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CHUBNG NAM

i

JACK VULNCI NGO S0C VAN

Hay thik stkc yéu mén qué huong bang su siéng
v C *
nang cin kiém.
(Jack Vui)

Chu s6c Jack Vui dang khong cam thay vui
vé chiit nao hét. Dung ra thi Jack Vui dang that
st rat 1a buon. Tat ca cam xiic budn burc cia chil
sdc déu bi 16 ra 1én mat hét ca rdi. Cha ta da doc
long dé chiém hiru hét nhiing qua hach no tron,
béo bd ma cha ta da kham pha ra tie trén ngon
cdy mai chau cao kia. Pang ly la cha ta da co tat
ca, nhung bay gio thi Jack Vui khong ¢é g1 hét.
Dang tiéc nita 1, chii ta biét rd s viéc xay ra déu
la hau qua twr long tham lam, ich ky cua chinh
minh. Nhung chuyén gi da xay ra voi nhiing
qua hach béo tron kia?

Jack Vui ngdi nghién ngam s viéc sau khi
tam dwra lung vao than cay hat dé. Chu ta nho
lai Tho Peter da cuwoi that lon trude su ngd
ngang cua chu va anh ho Do Ba Hoa, khi ho
dang ngac nhién vi khong tim ra duwgc nhimmg
qua mai chau ma chinh ho da lam rung hét
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xudng dat. Peter khong thé nao 12 nguedi cudm
giau chung di, vi chi1 Tho Peter khdong cd6 nhu
ciu sit dung nhiing qua hach nay. Nhung chac
la chii ta biét dwgc chuyén gi da xay ra. Boi vi
Tho Peter van con cuedi ha ha trong liic dan dan
bién dang trén con dudng Nho Hiu Quanh kia.
Trong lac chil s6c dang lan quan vol nhitng suy
nghi d6, thi cip mét sdng van mé to nhu moi
ngay, dé canh giac phong bi cho nhitng nguy
hiém c6 thé xay ra chung quanh minh. Bat ngo,
m{t vat nho dang di chuyén nhanh gitta nhimg
dam la ndu, vang dap vao mét chii séc Jack Vui.
Chii ta chdam chil quan sat va mot ¥ nghi lién
chot loé 1én trong dau séc Jack Vui .

“Xin chao, anh ho S6c Van!” Chu la 1én.

“Xin chao!” S6¢ Van dép.

“Anh dang lam gi day?” Jack Vui hoi.

“T6i dang tim kiém nhitng qua mai chau,”
Soe Van tra 1oi, va nhay mat ranh manh bai vi
khoéng c6 cady mai chau nao gan do ca.

Jack Vui nhin Soc Van that k§. Va v nghi chot
dén trong dau kia, khi chil ta nhin thay Séc Van
cang hién ra ro ri‘ang hon. Ch ta biét chac rang
Soc Van biét rd vé s mat tich cia nhitng qua
mai chau kia. Nhung khi Soc Van nhin lai Jack

Vui mot cach qua tw nhién, vo tu thi cha soc nay
lai cam thay boi roi tiép.

“Anh da bat dau tim d0 an dé du trix cho kho
chira cua minh chwa?” Jack Vui hoi.
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“Tat nhién roi. Toi ddu nao mudn don mua
dong lanh gia véi cdn nha kho trong 1'5ng duwoc.
Séc Vin dap.

Khi nhirng chiéc la chuyén mau vang, nau va
do, va khi nhimg hat kho 10 dang va roi 1op dop
xudng dat. Khi ma ngay qua lai rat voi va ngan
di. Khi mua Thu khodc 1én chiéc 40 mudn mau,
thi sé thirc day triedc khi Ong mat troi bo mii va
toi sé bat ddu mdt ngay lam viéc siéng ning
trong luc nhitng nguwoi khac chwra kip thay xong
quan 4o ngu nira kia.

“Anh sé chira g1 trong can nha kho caa minh?” Jack
Vui hoi, co géng khong to vé quan tam gi cho 1Am.

“Hat ngd, nhitng hat ngd vang wom, qua dau,
hat dé va cac loai hat khac. Soc Van tra 1oi. “Bay
gi¢r thi toi dang di tim nhitng qua mai chau no
tron nita,” chi ta ndi them, va tinh nghich Ithé’p
nhay doi mat sang quéc tinh ranh caa minh.
“Anh codnhin thay qua mai chau nao khong, Jack Vui?”

Jack Vui dap rang cha ta khong hé nhin thay
qua cdy mai chau . Sdc Van nghi rang chii khong
nén phi thoi gian cho cudc chuyén tro nay nira,
nén lién chay tudt di that xa khuat xa. Jack Vui
chau may, béi ré1 nhin theo.

“T6i tin rang anh ta biét rd diéu gi d6 vé
nhung qua hach kia. To1 nghi to1 se theo doi va
sé lén nhin vao can nha kho cfia anh &y,” Ch ta
lam bam mdt minh.
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CHUBSNG SAU

)

JACK VUL THEO DOT SO VAN

Deén nha ai ndy sing. Ban dieng phi cong gang to
mo nhin sang.
(Jack Vui)

Séc Van dang 1ach nhanh qua nhimg dam 13
nau vang nam phu khdp trén mat dat bén bia
khu Rirng Xanh. Vaéi dang nguwoi nho thé nhw
nhirng chiéc 1a ndu, va khi Gio Me Mién Tay Xwa
x0dy tron nhitng chiéc 1a ndu dam giong y nhuwe
mot budi khiéu vii thach 46, thi day 1a mdt viéc
kho khan nhat trong doi, d€ nhan dién ra Soc
Van gitta canh tirgng linh hoat d6. Nhung ma
s6c Jack Vui cling van theo sat dugc Sée Van.

Vay d6, Jack Vui dang theo ddi Soc Vin. That
vay, Jack Vui dang lén thi hanh cong viéc rinh
rap kia. Ma viéc lam do thi that ra thi la khong
hay ho, chinh dang ti nao ca. Jack Vui biét ro
diéu d¢, va khi lam diéu nay, chu ta cling ti cam
thay xau hd v6 cing. Nhung chii ta rang tir nhéc
nhd minh rang, chii ta phai can biét cdn nha kho
ciia Soc Van & dau. Boi vi, néu chi ta nhin 1én
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dwroc vao bén trong, roi thi Jack Vui sé biét chic
0 d6 c6 chira nhiing qua cay mai chau béo tron
da bién mat trong thoi gian chi ta dang cai nhau
rat kich liét voi sdéc Do Ba Hoa.

Tuy nhién, theo ddi Soc Van 1a mot viée lam
khé nhat trén doi. Jack Vui da nhan ra rang minh
dang lanh mot nhiem vu khong deé dang gi ma
hoan thanh. Séc Van rat lanh loi va hoat bat. Ban
can phai c6 nhitng con mat moc day vong quanh
ca dau d€ c6 thé theo ddi Sdc Van mdt cach chinh
xac dugc. Jack Vui nhén thay rﬁng, du cap mét
ctia chii ¢6 linh dong va sang cach may, Jack Vui
van khong thé theo sat dugce timg clr dong ctia
ngudi anh ho kia. Séc Van thudng biéh mat rat
nhanh, roi lai vut thodng xuat hién & mot noi
khong thé ngo trude duge, mot cach rat w la
khieu khich.

“Toi ¢ day, va bay gid t6i o do! Bay gio toi
khong 0 dau cal! Hay theo doi tdi va toi sé vut
bién mat khoi tam nhin ciia anh! Téi da noi roi

mal!”’

Sau cau noi cudi cung, Soc Vin that su bién
mat tam hoi. Hinh nhw trai dat d3 mo ra va nudt
chimng cha ta vao do. Nhung khdng phai vay
dau, hai phut sau Jack Vui da nhin thay cai dudi
nhé xinh x3n kia dang von quanh mot cach xac
l40 khi chi1 S6c Vin ta dang hrét nhanh qua
ngang mdt khtic gb cii k.
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Jack Vui bit ddu nghi ngd rdng Séc Van dang
vui thi trong viéc tréu gheo minh. Tai sao chu
ta lai noi nhirng cdu khoé hiéu nhw vay? Va Jack
Vui ciing chira ddm chéc rang Séc Van ¢d nhin
thdy minh hay khéng, di1 rang trong thoi gian
bam sat theo, Jack Vui da rat can than deé khong
bi 16 tay. Khong cd 1Y nao ma Séc Vin biét duroc
Jack Vui dang rinh rap minh. Chu ta ci¥ rang
kién nhan nép minh chd doi thém, va chic chan
réng chil ta s€ bat gdp duwoc lic nguoi anh ho
ranh manh cua minh di vao can nha kho ciia anh
ta. Vi vay Jack Vui ait ti€p tuc theo doi va kién
nhan chd doi.
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HUBNG BAY
GOC VAN DUA DAY VT JACK VI

Sw day du dw dat la két qua cua sy thanh cong.
(Jack Vui)

Séc Van cat giong lanh lanh la to:

“Dung dang, dung de, mot, hai, ba!” Ban nght
to1 s€ ra sao hal?”

Thé'roi chi ta lai bat chot mat dang chi trong
mot nhay mat. Ban khong thé biét dugce cha ta
da di dau. It nhat thi Jack Vui khéng lam chuyén
do dwoc, du d6i mit ciia chi ta thi lanh loi hon
d6i mat ctia ban nhiéu. Jack Vui dang theo doi
Sdc Van rat sat, ban nhé chir. Chi ta dang rinh
lén ma khong cho Soc Van bit gap. Chu ta cur
ngd la vay. Nhung that ra thi khong phai vay.
Do6i mat tinh ranh nhap nhay ciia Séc Van da
nhin thay rd tat ca moi viéc. Ban cé biét, chi ta
nho nhin xinh x3n nhung lai rat linh hoat, sic
bén, ludn due bi dé phong nhirng diéu bat 1¢i bao
quanh than minh.

Ch ta ludn ludn & trong trang thai dé phong.
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Ping thé! Khi cha ta can than dé phong, timng
phit ting giay trong ngay, thi chu séc nho la
mot tén linh gac cong ti hon tai ba nhat trén doi.
Sc Van da nhin thay Jack Vui ngay tir lic dau.
Va chii ta biét rd Jack Vui dang ngam theo doi
minh d&€ mong mudn tim ra nhitng qua mai
chiu béo tron kia. Hién tai Séc Van d3 dau hét
nhitng qua hach béo bd kia ¢ trong cdn nha kho
mai. Nhung chi ta khong ¢6 y dinh dé Jack Vui
tim ra dugc noi do. Va chu ta ci gia do khong
nhin thay Jack Vui, hodc khong biét la anh ta
dang & gan minh, tiép tuc déng kich nhr la chi
ta dang ban rdn voi cdng viéc cna riéng minh.
That la chwa bao gio chii séc &y cam thay vui ve
trong trd choi tréu gheo Jack Vui nhu thé.

“Nhitng hat ngé dang chin mudi va nhirng
hat khé dang roi xudng. Nhitng qua dau rat
ngot va tron trinh. Toi sé c6 mot can nha kho day
ap, bén trong nhitng gdc cdy gd rong tuyéch kia.”

Séc Van hat vang v nhui khong ¢é ai chung
quanh minh, va chii ta ca hat that vui vé. Tat
nhién Jack Vui nghe thdy hét nén chii ta cang
nhan nho buc bdi hon.

“Nha kho cia anh 1a nhitng gbc cay réng a,
néu dung vay thi toi sé tim ra dugc ngay thdi
ma!” Jack Vui tu nhu.

Séc Van lai nhay vot that nhanh di. That 1a

met moi khi phai bam sat theo chu ta. Jack Vui
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vOi chay bam theo ngay, 1én lit tron phia sau
nhitng hang ciy. Chang bao 1du Séc Van chon
mot qua dau chin mong va bo vao chiéc tiii ngay
bén trong chiéc ma phai ctia minh. Roi chu ta lai
nhit mot qua khac va baé vao chiéc tui phia bén
trong ma trai. Tiép do6, chi ta ct nhét thém vao
dén ndi hai bén ma chia chil ta d3 phdng sung
lén khién ban khong thé nhan ra d6 1a Soc Van
nita. Trong chu ta that 1a tirc cuoi. Jack Vuinhan
mdt nhin, lic d6 thi S6¢ Van nhin that téu v6
ciing. C6 hic chti ta nghi rang Séc Van sé &n hét
nhitng qua dau acom d¢, vi chu ta khong thé
nao ngam heét nhitng qua do trong miéng minh
lau dugc. Nhung néu cha ta lam duogce viec do,
thi rd rang la chi ta sé mang chiing vé nha kho
dé cat di rdi.

Sau khi d3a choi x6 14 Jack Vui, d6i mat Soc
Van sang rirc bdi niém han hoan thich thu.
Chang bao lau chii ta nhin thay mdt gdc than cay
gid hinh nhu bi rdng tuyéch phia bén trong. Jack
Vui nhdn mat rang tron minh cho that ky va tiép
fuc quan sat. SOc Van nha y phoc lén trén gde cay
gia, nhin quanh quan bén nay, bén kia, giong
nhu mudn chac an 13 khdng 6 ai dang rinh rap
minh, xong bén vay chiéc dudi ngd nghinh va
chay nhanh nhu miii tén bién hat vao sau canh
ctra tron nho. Chi ta mat dang mot khoang thoi
gian kha dai, nhung ttr tue chi ta lai hién ra, nhin
quanh dao dac bén kia, bén nay, rdi lai nhay vot
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lai vao chinh noi chi ta da xuat hién. Jack Vui
khong thé theo sat sau Séc Van. Chii ta nép minh
chd doi Séc Van di mat khoi tAm nhin va nghe
ngdng, xong chit ben nhoén bwde rao quanh goce
cay gia kia.

“Day la nha kho ctia anh ta a, t6i tim ra dugc
ciing nhanh [dm d4y chi.” Jack Vui néi.
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HUBNG TAM
JACK VO BAT TROM

Cdy dau acorn to cao moc tir nhitng hat qua dau
acorn nho bé.
Gia tai tich ity tir nhitng dong tién nho nhin dé thueong.
(Jack Vui)

Séc Van bién mat tiéu vdi nhitng qua dau
acorn ngam trong miéng lam phong d6i ma, va

khi trd ra lai thi hai bén ma da xep lép xudng roi.

“Vay thi chic chan day 1a nha kho cta anh ta
roi, bay gio toi s€ tim durge coi anh ta ¢ phai la
thi1 pham da cudm mat nhimng qua hat mai chau
no tron kia khdng.” Jack Vui lam bam trong miéng.

Ch ta nhin quanh bén day truede va nhin bén
kia nita, dé chic chin ran g khong 6 ai nhin thay
minh, bdi vi chu ta biét minh dang lam mot viéc
rat xau. Jack Vui sé tim ra dugc thit pham. Trong
mot vu trom, ke len vao trong nha hay kho hang
ctia ngudi khac dé 1ay trom, dang lam mot viéce
rat w la toi té. Va rd rang day 1a viéc xau ma ma
Jack Vui dang lam day. Chu ta sé nhay vao trong
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goc cav gia kia va tim thay nhitng qua hat mai
chau to tron & day. Chac chan 12 cha ta sé 13y
ching lai. Chii ta cd gédng thuyét phuc ban than
réng minh khong hé lam céng viéc vung trdm gi
ca. Chu chinh la nguwdi da kham pha ra ching
trén cdy mai chdu cao kia, nén ching thudc vé
s& hitu ciia chit ta. Tat nhién 12 s viéc thiwee chat
khéng ding nhuw thé, nhung Jack Vui cit ngang
budng ti cho 1a nhue vay daw.

Jack Vui di tham do long vong quanh goc cay
gia, va tréo phoc 1én bén phia trén. O @6 chi c6
duy nhat mdt cira vao, tir mot 15 nho tron ma Soc
Van da chay vao va tir chinh noi d6 chui ra. Céi
ctta qua nho khong vira chd cho Jack Vui hay
tham chi ca Do Ba Hoa, nguodi anh ho nho con
hon, c6 thé chui vao dé dang dugce. Jack Vui dua
miii ngki ngri va danh hoi thay dwgc mui cta
nhitng hat kho, qua dau acorn va nhitng loai
thitc dn khac. Oi, cai gi sao ma thom thé nhi?
Cip mét ctia chi1 4nh 1én nhitng tham mudn rdn rang,

Jack Vui nhin quanh v§i vang thém mét lan
nita dé chic rang khong co ai dang nhin thy
minh, rdi thi cht1 bén nhe nhitng chiéc rang dai
thong, sdc bén ra d&€ ma hi huc gdm dé cho canh
ctta 16n rong ra hon. Khic go cing va dai qua
nhung Jack Vui van vui vé hét long hét sitc ma
gam nham. Boi vi, Jack Vui rat mudn 14y lai bang
dugc nhimg qua hach beo tron kia di truedc khi
SGe Van trd ve, hodc mdt ai do6 co thé di ngang va
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nhin thay. Chang bao 1au, 16 thiing kia da bat
dau 1on dan ra dé chi ta cd thé tho dau vao.
Chac chan day ding la cin nha kho rdi. Jack Vui
lam viéc hang say hon bao gio hét va cai 16 trong
da du 1dn dé chii ta chui hét than minh vao.

Mot canh tugng dep tuyét voi hien ra truede
mat séc Jack Vui ! O @&y c6 rat nhifu nhitng hat
ngo, va kia la nhitng hat dé va hat qua dau
acorn, hon nira, cing co rai rac vai qua hat mai
chau. Nhung ching khong to tron béo bo nhu
nhitng qua hach ma cha ta can tim. Jack Vui
muirng r§ cudi tham, mot nu cwoi chira day sw
khoai tra, tham lam. Thé nhung mot chuyén bat
ngd da xay dén ngay trong lic do.

“Qi! Oi! Hay ngung lai di! Dé vén cho toi di
nao!” Jack Vui het to len.
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CHUBNG (HIN

101 TAM DANC BUON €T JACK v

Séc dé thieong thieong rit w la siéng ning.
Hay thing minh sing sudt an phén lim con soc dé Hueong,
(Jack Vui)

“Tha t6i ra! Tha tdi ra dil” Jack Vui hét to, lui
lai ra khoi gdc cay trdng rdng nhanh nhw lic
nhay vao, tham chi con nhanh hon rat nhiéu.
Ban c6 doan ra duwgc ly do gi khong? Toi sé ké
cho ban nghe nhé. Chinh vi chti ta dang bi ai d6
kéo that manh ra ngoai. Dung day, Jack Vui
dang bi ai d6 tim 13y cai dudi xi1 bir va kéo 161
ra ngoai day.

Jack Vui cam thay hoang sg nhiéu hon la bi
dau. Chéc chan day 1a mot diéu khdong may gi
thoai mai gi néu ban bi ké khac tum dudi kéo di.
Nhung Jack Vui cling khdng ngai diéu nay gi
may, néu nhu viéc d6 khong xay ra mot cach qué
w la dot ngdt. Hoac la néu cha ta biét duoc ai la
nguri dang kéo minh di. Khi do, trong long Jack
Vui cam thay bat an vd cung. Tai sao vay? Tai vi
cha ta dang lam mot viéc khong nén lam. Va
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chinh Jack Vui ciing biét viéc lam nay xau xa
nhw thé nao. Jack Vui d3 1én vao trom 46 an
trong nha kho ctia ké khac. Jack Vui chic chin
nghi rang day la nha kho ciia Sé¢ Van. Trong khi
Jack Vui cling chwra chiu te nhan minh la mot ke
trom, mdc du that sy chi ta dang di an trom.
Tuy nhién, tit nao gio, sau tham trong lrong tam
ctia minh, Jack Vui biét chac rang, néu chu ta 18y
vé nhitng qua hat mai chau kia thi do that suw
dieu qua dang la viéc lam cia mét tén trom.

Khong ngd Jack Vui da qua bat can. Khi chis
ta say mé dao bdi ci cira vao cho lonra da débo
vao trong, thi chi lai quéen bf’:ing mat di chiéc
dudi xit dang con nam tho ¢ bén ngoai. Co mdt
ké nao @6, da rat nhe nhang tim 14y no va bét
dau 16i manh ra ngoai. Su viéc xay ra qua dot
ngot va bat ngo khién Jack Vui hoang hoét la to
lén. Khi Jack Vui tran tinh lai, chti ta nghi rE‘ing
Soc Van da trd lai va la ké da kéo chiéc dudi ciia
minh. Khi nghi dén d6, chi ta da hét thay so hai,
tai vi Soc Van vadi voc hinh qua nho nhan kia
khdng c6 gi dang lam cho Jack Vui can phai kinh
so duoc.

Jack Vui bén li1i nhanh ra bang hét sitc minh,
quay lon xoay minh ra khoi cai 16 hong. Tat
nhién 13 chi1 dang nghi rang sé dung phai gurong
mat gian dir cua Soc Van. Thé nhung, chi ta lai
cham phai khudn méat khac dang sg hon caa Do
Ba Hoa co. D6 Ba Hoa dang rat v la gidn dik. Oi,
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Oi, D6 Ba Hoa qud u 1a hung dit. Liic d6, D6 Ba
Hoa ta da gidn dén ndi néi khdng nén 1oi, vi con
uat gian da lam nghen 101 mat rdi. Va roi cudi
cung Dé Ba Hoa da cat tieng dwoc sau khi st
dung hét strc lec ma miéng ludi c6 thé maa may
cho pheép dugc.

“D06 dn cudp! DO an trdm! Anh dang lam gi
trong can nha kho ctia t6i?” chii ta gam thét that
to lén.

Jack Vui lui ra xa that nhanh, boi vi tuy chu ta
to con hon Po Ba Hoa, nhung chi van phai e de,
né nang ham rang sac bén ctia D6 Ba Hoa. Hon
ntta, trong con thinh nd, Do Ba Hoa rat w la
diing manh.

“Toi, t1, toi dau biét day la nha kho ctia anh,”
Jack Vui lap bap dap, cang i xa ra hon.

“Piéu dd cd g1 khac biét néu anh biét trirde
hay khong thi anh ciing van la 46 an cudp thoi

'I.H’

ma!” Do Ba Hoa gao thét va xdng nhanh vé phia
Jack Vui. Liac do6 Jack Vui phai lam gi? Chi ta voi
vang cong dudi 1én va chay mat. D6 Ba Hoa dudi
theo va gao 16n 1én bang hét budng phdi clia
minh khién tat ca moi nguoi trong khu Ring
Xanh co thé nghe duoc:

]IJ"I

“DS cudp can! DO an trdm! DO hén nhat
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CHUBNG MUST
NN § TUONC VI VE (T SOC VAN

Phi thoi gian pham 16i v6 duyén.
Tha ddu hang vdy ma loi hon chién thang.
Siéng ning cin kiém at sé thanh.
Con dwong nao t6t, ban hay chon ma di.
(Jack Vui)

S6c Van ngdi trén khiic g6 phit day réu, cuwoi
[dn bo dén cd thé mudn bé bung ra.

“Ha, ha, ha! hg, ho, hd! Oi ban thin mén! hé,
hé hd!” Séc Vin lai tiép tuc ma cuoi bo
lin,nghiéng nga. O mdt phia bén Rirng Xanh
chti ta cé thé nghe duoc tieng thét cua chia séc
Do Ba Hoa khi dang rieot dudi anh ho Jack Vui
“Dd &n cudp! DO &n trdm!” Cang lang nghe, Séc
Van cang cudi rii rugi, chdy ca nuede mat ra.

Thi day, Soc Van da biét chic rﬁng nay gio
Jack Vui dang rinh rap theo doi minh, thé cho
nén chu ta c ti€p tuc tréu gheo Jack Vui bﬁng
cach dét ngdt bieén mat va thinh linh lai hién ra
mdt cach bat ngd khong sao doan triede duge.
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Chti biét rd Jack Vui theo ddi Séc Van d€ mong
fim ra duoc cin nha kho ctia chil ta & chd nao.
SHc Van chot nh¢ dén cin nha kho ciia Do Ba
Hoa nén da dan tran dé Jack Vui nghi rang noi
d6 la nha kho ctia Séc Vin rdi méic bay.

Sau d6, Soc Van da nip lai & mdt noi ma chi
ta ¢O thé quan sat dwoc hét tat ca su viéc. Chu
da thay Jack Vui can than nhin quanh s¢ ai do
bat gip, rdi pha v céi cira vao dé 1am cai 16 to
hon dn dé Jack Vui cé thé chui vao trong. Va roi
Séc Van ciing nhin thady Dé Ba Hoa dang lén con
thinh nd, ndm dudi Jack Vui kéo manh ra ngoai.
Thé'13, Séc Van phai bum tay che miéng d€ khoi
phai bat cuedi to ra thanh tiéng. Khi dé Jack Vui
da giut duwoc dudi ra va chay tiép trong khi Do
Ba Hoa dudi theo va la 16n “Ké cudp!” va “Ké
trdm” vang ddi khap ca Ién. Séc Van cang thém
thay budn curdi hon khi chi ta biét rd rang Do
Ba Hoa chinh la ké cudp lirmng danh nhat ¢ khu
Rimg Xanh nay. Vi thé' Séc Van ngdi bén trén
khiic gb bam day rong réu ma cuedi, ol curdi tiep
va cureoi mai.

Cudi cung thi Séc Van ciing chiii vdi nirde
mat dang chdy vi cuedi qua mitc, va nhay 1én.
“Oi, ban thin mén, khong nén lam thé!” chit séc ndi.

“Doi ban tay cham chap va doi chén u i sé
khoéng giup ta kiém du do an chita day nha kho
dugc. Nhung that ra, y nhue ching ta da thuong
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nghe, ¢ thé day la mét tro tinh nghich gi
chang.”

“Bay gid da gan dén ngay Lé Ta On rdi” Sdc
Van ngirng lai va gai dau, mot nét ky quai hién
r 1én grong mét ctia chi. “Téi cir thic mac né'
Jack Vui va Da Ba Hoa sé tham du budi tiéc Lé
Ta On.” Chit thi tham. “T6i tin rang budi tiéc sé
th11 vi 1am néu t6i moi ho.”

Thé'la Séc Van vdi va vé nha, mang cam gidc
v6 cung vui thich khi nghi dén nhiing dy dinh
ma chil ta mudn chuan bi cho budi an té1 ngay
Lé Ta On d6. Tat nhién la Séc Vin sé khong mé
tiéc & ngay chinh trong cdn nha ciia minh. Ai ma
dai thé co chir. Thit nhat, cong chinh sé rat nho
dé Jack Vui cd thé di vao bén trong dugc. Hon
nira, vi tri cin nha ctia Séc Van phai dwgc gitr
kin. Bi mat nay Séc Van khong thé nao dé cho
Jack Vui va Do Ba Hoa tim ra duwoc, du la trong

budi an tiéc ciia 1é Ta On. Roi chu ta chot nhé toi
mét khiic go that to, lang o, c6 rong réu phu day
ma Séc Van thuedng leo 1én ngdi moi budi sang
som mai.

“Mot chd dai tiéc qua u that 13 t8t” Séc Van
reo to, va nhay vot nhanh di tim chit soc Jack Vui
va Do Ba Hoa d€ moi ho di du budi tiéc L.é Ta

On vo1l minh.
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(HUBSNG MUSBT MST

BUOT TIEC TA ON CUA SOC VAN

Khong co diéu g1 that sw ngot ngao nhat trén doi,
Bang viéc giai hoa nhitng mot xung dot quanh ta.
(Jack Vui)

Sang ngay Lé Ta On, Sc Vin da nhay vot ra
khoi givong that som. Day sé la mot ngay that
rat i 1a ban ron. Cha ta da moi Jack Vui cha séc
mau xam, Do Ba Hoa chii s6c dé cing dén du
bita dn t6i v&i minh. Ho cung déu da hira sé dén
tham du. Séc Van khiic khich cwdi khi nghi dén
khong biét ring mot trong hai ké d6, c6 biét rang
ddi phuwong ciing sé dén du tiéc chung hay
khong. Soc Van rira mit va tay, chai dau gon gé
xong thi dn sang. K& dén, Soc Van chay nhanh
dén can nha kho mai 1ong lg}r cua minh, noi ma
chwra cé ai biét dén trir chinh ban than chii théi.
Soc Van dén vao trong miéng day nhdc nhimg
thitc &n ngon nhat. Khi chil ta khong thé nhét
thém gi nira vao, Soc Van ben chay that nhanh
dén khiic gd bong lodng bam day rong réu ¢ bén
bia Rimng Xanh va nha ra hét nhitng thir do lén
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chiéc ban dn Séc Van da dé sin ¢ d6.

Séc Van da voi va chay di, chay lai gitra cin
nha kho bt mat va not khtac gé réu kia nhiéu 1an.
Chti biét rang Jack Vui va D6 Ba Hoa &n nhur hé
d6i cho nén S6c Van mudn chic rang cha ta sé
chuan bi day du d6 ngon thét dai ho. Va Séc Van
ti€p tuc chay nhanh, miéng thi hat mot bai ca
nho.

“Lé Ta on dén mdt ndm chi mt 14n. Nhung
ndé dem dén nhirmng niém vui khién ta bang
khuang. Ta da dy trit nhitng phan d6 an that
tuyét voi. Hang ngay ta da 1am viéc rat hang say
dé€ nhit gop tirng hat qua dau acorn, hat khd va
nhitng hat ngé. Dén nay ta da co rat nhieu va
san sang chia sé khong ngan ngai. Hay sdng vo
tur khi ngay con rat dai. Hay vui lén nao, va ta sé
hat vang bai ca ciia Lé Ta On.”

Jack Vui da nhanh chéng xuat hién ding gio
tir mdt phia. Va D6 Ba Hoa ciling xudt hién tir
phia doi dién. Ho khong hé nhin thay nhau cho
dén khi ca hai déu dén gan khiic gd badm day réu
ctia Séc Van. Thé'1a ho dirng lai va bit dau ca
git. Séc Van gid v nhu khong nhén ra diéu gi
bat thudong va bat dau bita tiéc, tiép dai von va
nhur hai ngudi khach clia minh van dang con la
ban than voi nhau vay.

O mat trén khac g6 day réu bam lang con la
mot mé hat ngd bong 16n. Canh bén day, con cd
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mot thém mot ddng nhitng qua dau acorn chin
mudi va thém ba phan nhé nhirng hat khoé mau
nau rat hdp dan. Nhung Jack Vui lai khéng roi
mat khoi phia trong ciing gitta nhimg mén dd
an ngon lanh dé, 1a mét dong lon nhitng qua hat

mai chau to tron béo bd. Ké nao cé thé chong lai
durgc nhitng cdm do khi nhin thay nhitng thikc
an tuyét voi kia dang trai ra trirdc mat minh. Tat
nhién la khdng phai la Jack Vui va anh ho Do Ba
Hoa roi. Ho déu cwedi troi quén mat di han thi,
cau gat khi Séc Van dang thiic giuc ho ngdi
xudng va tir nhién bat dau budi an tdi, va ho da
ngdi xudng. Chi trong von ven cd ba phut, ho da
trd nén qua ban ron, say mé an udng ngon lanh
ma queén di cudc cai va da qua va ho da cuoi noi
vui vé, chuyén tro giong nhwr nhitng ngwoi ban
than thiét ti bao gio.

“Diing 1a mdt bita tiéc com gia dinh am cling,
phai khéng cac anh ho?” S6¢ Van hoi hai ngurdi
anh ho.

Chii Chudt xa Chan Trang vo tinh ghé ngang,
Sée Van ben moi chii ta tham gia bira tiec. Sau
dd chtt chim gie Sammy Jay cuing di ngang,
chang c6 gi can tré chii ta tham gia bitra yén tiéc
nav. Sau khi tat ca da 4n udéng no say, canh hong
cang bung dén d6 khong con thé nao dn thém
dugc gi nita thi d6 mai la lic ho nghi dén can

hai chia tav ai vé nha nav. Soc Van nai ni Jack
y: ]
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Vui va Do Ba Hoa nén chia nhau nhirng qua hat
mai chdu no tron con dw lai, va ho khéng hé
tranh vai cai nhau vé viéc chia chac nay.

“Lé Ta on dén mdt nam chi mdt 1an. N6 dem

dén nhirng niém vui khién ta bang khuang.”

Séc Van hat nho trong luc dimg nhin nhitng
nguoi khach ciia minh tir gia ra ve.
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CHUBNG MUST HAT
JACK VUL NCHIEN NCAM Sl

Got ké khac 1a tén cuwop sé khong bien ho thanh tén
cuop duwoc.
(Jack Vui)

Jack Vui ngoi trén cay hat dé voi gwong mat
that 1a diém tinh. Jack Vui dang bo tam suy nghi
rat nghiém tic. Binh thiedng chi ta 1a mot ke vui
vé vO v tir nén co biét danh la Jack Vui. Nhung
sang nay, Jack Vui suy nghi mot cach that
nghiém trang, that tap trung dén ndi Jack Vui
gan nhu rat tire gian khi chit chim gié Sammy
da vo tinh cit ngang dong suy nghi ciia minh
bang nhitng ciu hoi rat vo duyén.

Cha ta dang nghi vé viéc gi viy? Chac ban
doan khong ra dau. Boi vi Jack Vui dang suy
nghi vé nhitng qua hat mai chau no tron béo bo
ma Soc Van da dai chil trong bira tiéc Le Ta On
kia. Hon thé'nita, sao Soc Van lai ¢6 thé phong
khoang tang chii ta nhitng qua hach con lai dé
mang vé nha. Jack Vui chdc chan rang day chinh
la nhitng qua hat cay mai chau ma chu ta da
tirng cham chut dé y chd doi ching 1on nhanh ¢
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tren nhitng nhanh cay kia va da vo0 tinh lam roi
10p dop xudng trong lic lo say mé rugt dudi anh
ho Do Ba Hoa . Khi ho chay vii xudng mat dat
deé tim, thi chiing da bién mat tw bao gio. Jack
Vui da teng nghi ngo Soc Vin chinh 13 tha
pham. Bay gio thi chic chian rd rang Jack Vui tin
rang minh da nghi ding roi.

Nhurng khi nhin vé sy viéc & mot khia canh
khac, cang nghi Jack Vui cang thay hanh dong
cita minh that khong dung chit nao, va chu ta
ti cAm thady co chit cam giac x&du hd dang tir tir
dang len.

"Ré rang la ¢é rat nhiéu qua hach di dé cho
tat ca moi ngrdi sir dung nhung néu téi khong
qua ich ky va tham lam, thi chiung ta déu cé thé
san sé cung véi nhau rdi ma. Con bay gio thi toi
chi cé duoc mdt it phan ctia Sdc Van da ban phat
cho tdi. Vay thi chinh nguoi anh ho nho nhan
van vén Séc Van kia dang s¢ hitu nhitng phan
con lai. Nhung that long ma noi, anh ta dang
dwroc quyén sé hitu chiing ma.”

Bat thinh linh, Jack Vui chot hiéu ra r.%ing, tir
bita no dén gid Séc Van da ¢d ¥ choc gheo va
tréu lira rang cin nha kho ciia Do Ba Hoa 12 cia
chui ay. Nghi toi do, Jack Vui béng nhién curdi to
lén. Cang nghi, chu ta cang cwoi to ra ma bo lan
bo 1oc mot cach khoai tra.

“Tro dua nay lai dem di dat dé ngay 1én trén
minh cta téi v”. Chn ta la 1én. “Tro dua nay la dé
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danh cho toi va toi that la dang doi [3m ma. Tai
sao toi khong lo chuveéen tam vao cOng viec cua
riéng minh. Néu tdi chiu bd phan nira thoi gian
ma tdi bo ra dé di tim nhitng qua hat cdy mai
chau gidng nhu téi da phi thai gian di rinh rap
kiém ra cin nha kho ctia S6¢ Van, thi toi da lo
xong phan dw trit cho mua déng rdi, va D6 Ba
Hoa ciing khong thé goi t6i la tén an cuop duge”

Sau d¢, Jack Vui cang titc cirdi hon nira khi
nghi dén Soc Van nha ta da timg khodi tra thé
nao khi thay Do Ba Hoa tam dudi chi 16i ra khoi
can nha kho kia.

“Tro dlia gi thé?” Gau tric Bobby hoi, khi v
tinh ghe ngang.

“To1 d3a hoc duwge mot bai hoc dang gia”. Jack
Vui dap.

“Chuyén gi da xay ra vay?” Gau Bobby héi.

Jack Vui nhun vat tra 1ot

“T86i nhan ra rdng sy tham lam sé khong
mang lai loi I8¢ gi hét. N6 khién ta trg thanh
ngang budng va xau xa. No khién cho ban be xa
lanh ta. Véi ban tanh ich ky, tham lam va khong
ngrng ham mudn, ta sé rat dé dang danh mat
nhitng gi chiing ta dang so hitu.”

“Xi, trdng anh ndi cai gi chi?!” Gau Bobby
dap. “Bo bay gio anh mdi biét dwrgc diéu 4o a?
Tdi da nhan ra diéu nay 1au 1&m rdi co.”
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CHUBNG MUST BA
JACK VUL DI DL DOA

D1 ban c6 tri thong minh that tuyét voi.
Va ciing khong biét quyj, coi nhw choi.
Tai néng sé hoang phi, khong xur dung dieoc nhue mong do'
Nt ki ban biet ninh 1a ai, va can phai lam g1 dé giip doi.
(Jack Vui)

Chti S56c Xam map map thirong tro thanh mot
cam do chét ngurdi ddi voi nhing ké khac trong
khu Rirng Xanh, nhat la vao mita dong khi
nhirng cudc kiém an trd thanh rat kho khén,
nhoc nhan. Hau nhur mdi ngay,Chdn Do va
Chén Gia voi chiéc khan choang nhe nhang luwdt
gua mot khiic cua khu Rirng Xanh noi ma Jack
Vui; chit sé¢ vui tinh dang sinh sng, hy vong
rﬁng sé bat ngd chdp dugc chi ta trén mat dat
mdt cach de dang. Nhung ho chwa lam duoc
diéu d6. K€ ca con Chim Ung vdi cdp chan xu
xi, con Cit Dem Hooty hung dir cing da pht
nhiéu thoi gian, ngdi rinh rap gan bén ngoai can
nha ctia Jack Vui, mo tudng sé chup bat duoc
chii ta, nhung khéng bao gio bit dwoc.
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Jack Vui da biét tong hét tdm dia cha nhiing
tén hang xom khat mau kia. Cht ta ludon ludn
phong thli nghiém ngat. Jack Vui biét hét nhimg
noi nhirmg con duong ma ho dang rinh rap. Jack
Vui da quan sat that k{ nhitng cam b?‘i}f quanh
minh triede khi chia ta bt ddu cude hanh trinh di
khoi nhimg hang cay. Boi vi nhitng ke lang
gieng hung hang kia rat w la to con 1én xac cho
nén Jack Vui khong cé van dé gi khi nhan dién ra
ho néu ho xuit hién ¢ chung quanh. Jack Vui
khong may lo ling gi vé sy de doa cia ho.
Nhwng that ra thi, Jack Vui cing c.héng SO ai
trong ho ca, béi vi Iy do rat w don gian la khong
mot ai trong ho 6 thé dudi theo kip Jack Vui khi
chi ta chui tot vao khic gS rang cila minh.

Khi d& du trit hét nhitng hat khd xong roi,
chil ta hoan toan cam thay vo cing hanh phiic
trir mot viéc ra. Dung vay, co mot viec dang can
tré niém vui tron ven ctia chi sdc Jack vui tinh
nay. D6 la viéc chi Chdon Bong Den ¢6 thé dén
tham Jack Vui bat ctx liic nao. Chon Bong Pen cé
thé chui qua mdt cai 16 nho hon ca Jack Vui ¢6
thé chui diroc. Vi 1€ d6, Jack Vui biét rang chii ¢6
thé cam thay an toan trude su de doa ctia nhimg
ké san moi khdc, nhung d61 véi Chdn Bong Den
thi lai khong. Diéu nay 1am cho chii thay lo ldng
vd cung. Dung vay, hién Jack Vui dang rat lo
léng, s¢ hai. Chii chira hé gap hoac thay Chon
Bong Den lau ldm roi. Nhung Jack Vui biét r.‘;‘ing
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anh ta co thé xuat hién ¢ dau d6 bat cir lac nao,
nhat 13 trong ltic moi vat déu bi tuyét trang va
nhimg tang da bang phu day, thitc an tr¢ thanh
hiém hoi va rat khé khan dé dugc no bung. Jack
Vui udce chi ban than dirng 6 béo map tron day
nhuw thé nay. Néu duoc nhuw vay thi it nhat chi ta
cting khéng dén noi 12 mdt con moi hap dan doi
vOinhiing tén lang giéng hung ac & quanh minh.

Thé nhung, lo lang nhiéu thi vo bs. Ding vay,
khong nén phi thoi gian, tdm tri dé ma lo du.
Jack Vui biét ro diéu do.

"Nhirng diéu ta can lam 1a phai dé phong ky
cang va khong thé lo 1a dwoc.” Chit ty néi. Va
chii séc lai lam roi cdi vé hat khd xudng ngay
dau cua Chon Do, trong lic hin ta dang chay
ngang dwdi tang cdy noi ma Jack Vui dang ngoi.
Chon D6 nhin 1én va nhe rang ra mdt cach gian
dir. Jack Vui cirdi va nhay vot nhanh di xa qua
nhirng ngon cay cao dén phia bén kia ctia khu
Rirng Xanh, noi ma chu ta da bi mat gifﬁ’u di
nhitng qua hat kho ctia rieng minh.

Jack Vui da di ra ngoai gan hét mot ngay. Va
khi chii ta bat dau tré vé nha thi tinh than ctia
Jack Vui dang & trong trang thai phan khai nhat.
Ba&i vi cdn nha kho ctia chil ta chwa bi ai kiém ra
dwoc. Trong lic qua vui, chil ta gan nhir quén
mat vé Chon Bong Den. Jack Vui nhay vot vao
phia trong canh ctra truedc khi nhin vao trong,
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that la qua dai dot, khi chi ta nghe dwoc ¢co ai
dé dang goi tén minh. Chu ta quay lai va nhin
thay Chui Chim Tommy Tit dé thirong dang
chay vé huwdng minh. Va rd rang la Chi Chim
Tommy Tit dang rat la kich dong.

"Xin chao Chu Chim Tommy Tit! Anh dang
lam gi day?” Jack Vui la len.

“Ding budc vao day, Jack Vui!” Tommy
thét to 1én. Chdn Bdéng Den dang & bén trong
chd& anh dé’y!”

Jack Vui tai xanh mat may. “Ban co chac nhuw
thé'’khéng?” Cha ta ha hdc miéng.

Chi Chim Tommy Tit gat dau lia lia nhuw
mudn roi chiéc dau ra khéi c6. “T6i nhin thay
anh ta di vao trong, va chwra thdy di ra nén toi
van con quan sat va cho.” Cha noéi. “Tot hon hét
la anh nén chay cang xa cang tot triedc khi anh ta
nhan ra anh dang o dau.”

Théatla mot 101 khuyén dang gia, nhung diéu
d6 da qua mudn rdi. Trong thoi gian Tommy Tit
canh bdo Jack Vui, mdt girong mat sic bén véi
d6i méat sang quic hung dit 33 x6 manh ra tie
trong canh cira nha cua Jack Vui. Do chinh la
guong mat cia hung than Chon Bong Den.
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CHUBNG MUSI BON
JACK VUTBO CHAY BAN MANC

Tha lam ke hen nhdt ma chay cho xa.
Con hon la o lgi chién ddu vdi guy ma.
Boi khon ngoan da biét r&ﬂg ke thua la ta.
Thi phai nén dung hét siec lyec ma chay cho that xa.
(Jack Vui)

Ta dau phai la ké hen nhat khi phai bo chay
dé toan mang cho minh bai vi biét rang sé vo
dung néu ¢ lai chién dau khi ma da biét chic
phan that bai trong tay. Boi thé cho nén chir séc
chét nhat Jack Vui quay dudi lai va chay that
nhanh ngay sau gidy phut cha ta nhin thay
Chén Béng Den. Ban khong thé bao rang day 1a
viéc lam cua ké hen nhat, néu ban & dav nhin
thay r6 Jack Vui tuy 16n con hon Chon Bong Pen
nhung néu ho phai danh nhau thi Chén Bong
Den nhanh nhen qua murc, du Jack Vui ¢6 ding
cam thé nao di chang nira, thi chii ta cling khéng
c6 18y dwgc mdt co hdi nhd nhoi nao dé danh
thang Chon Béng Den ca.

Ba&i thé cho nén, gid phut ma cha séc Jack Vui
nhin thay girrong mat hung dc kem theo doi mat

170 <<



d6 dir ton tron mat nhin minh, thi chit ta ben
quay dudi bo chay thuc mang lien. Thi d9, cha
sdc dd chay vot di rat mau va qua la rat sang
sudt khi lam viéc ay. Jack Vui hy vong va khan
cau sao cho Chdn Béng Pen ding c6 dudi theo
minh. Nhung chii séc d3 hy vong hao huyeén vé
ich. Chdén Bong Den da quyét tam lam thit chi
sGc va khong hé cé dy dinh dé cho bita dn to1
ctia minh song mat. Ngay dang lic Jack Vui
quay dau bo chay 1a Chdn Béng Den da bat dau
ruegt theo ngay sau do, con khong quén dung lai
gam gir de doa Chi1 Chim Tommy Tit dé thuong
tai vi chinh chii chim kia da bao dgng voi Jack
Vui rang Chon Béng Den nha ta dang rinh rdp
chti s6c¢ vui tinh ay.

Thé' nhung Chit Chim Tommy Tit khong he
s@ hai. Oi, cd gi dau, Tommy Tit chdang hé quan
tam diéu do. Chii ta c6 thé bay cao vit 1én tan
troi xanh. Vay thi cd gi ma cha ta phai s¢ hai
trirdc Chon Bong Pen hung bao kia. Nhung chi
ta phai thay lo s¢ diim cho Jack Vui. Cha biét rd
Jack Vui ciing hiéu rdng khdng thé tim ra mot
chd trén an toan nao ma cha séc cd thé an than
dé Chon Bong Den khdng nhin thay ma dudi
theo sat duwoc. Vi thé Cha Chim Tommy Tit cir
bay nhe nhang tir cdy nay sang cdy khac phia
sau Jack Vui véi hy vong fim dugc cach nao giup
dd chu soc.

Chay troi chét tir cay nay sang cay khac, Jack
Vui ¢d ging phong di, phdng lai quan ngang
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nhitng quang cach dai gitta nhitng than cay.
Chon Bong Den chay bam theo, va dii chon ta
rat 1a nhanh nhen nhung lai khong to vé ra la
gdp gap gi hét. Khi chon ta khong ¢ co hoi cat
dit nhiing khoang cach do, hoac la khi tor
nhiing khtic can phai phdng nhanh qué xa, qua
nguy hiém, Chon Béng Pen bén chay ngugc
xudng dat va treo 1én cay khac rbi tiép tuc dudi
theo. Chon ta khong s¢ bi mat dau chii soc Jack
Vui chat nao ca. Béi vi Chdn Bong Den tin vao
kha nang ddc biét ctia chiéc mii cé thé ngiri ra
hoi ham cua Jack Vui dang ¢ noi nao. Hon nikra,
Chon Béng Den tha rang cit d€ cho Jack Vui hét
minh chay tréi chét trong con hoang sg, thi
ching bao lau chi1 séc s& mét nhoai ma thdi.

Jack Vui nha ta thwe sy da chay nhu thé. Chil
ta chay, nhay va nhay va chay thuc mang nhanh
hét sitc minh dén khi khong con thé dugce nira
thi Jack Vui danh phai ngirng lai dé 13y sirc.
Nhung chi séc khdng thé ding lai duge lau.
Chi ta dang hoang s¢ dén tot cung. Cha rung
minh va run ray trong lic rang l1ay thém hoi stic,
nhung doi mat thi khdng thé bo loi nhitng dau
vét nao & phia sau lung minh. Lic d6, chi séc
nhin thay mot mii tén trﬁng mong dai chay dai
theo mat tuyét dan téi gdc cdy ma Jack Vui dang
tam nghi. Mét lan nita, Jack Vui chay hoi ha,
trong long cam thay vd cling bat an, tro troi va
tuyet vong.
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Bay gio, chia séc can phai ngung lai thuwong
xuyén hon. Va nhitng 1an ngung nghi lai ngan
hon nhirmg lan nghi 13y strc trirde, tai vi Chon
Béng Den da cang ngay cang dudi gan kip tdi
noi roi. Toi nghiép Jack Vui qua! Cha ta da 6
géng sit dung hét nhirng muru meo hoc dugce
nhung khong tai nao qua mat duge Chon Bong
Pen kia. Bay gi¢ thi chi1 s6¢ da can hét sirc luc
nén khong thé chay nhanh va xa dwgc hon nira.
MGt tia hy vong nho nhoi cudi cung loé 1én trong
long Jack Vui. Chi1 séc chép mat that nhanh dé
gitt lai nhirng dong nude mat, bdi vi Jack Vui
nghi rﬁn_g, c6 1é day 1a lan cudi cung chia ta ¢6
thé nhin thay khu Rirng Xanh ma chu ta véu
meén v cung. Roi thi chit s6c can dam nghién
rang quyét dinh rﬁing ch11 sé chién dau dén cing,
dii rang khdng c6 hy vong thanh cdng chiit nao
ca. Ngay giay phut do, chi1 soc nghe dugc giong
noi cta Cht Chim Tommy Tit goi minh mot
cach kich déng, mac du vay, chu cling khong
hiéu tai sao, nhung maot tia hy vong lai birng 1én
trong trai tim Jack Vui.
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CHUBNG MUBT NAM
KE NAO CIAT €O i SOC JACK Vur?

Hay ban phwéc dén nhitng 101 hay y dep.
Hay giang tay cieu gitp trong con hoan nan.
(Jack Vui)

Kho ¢o thé quyét dinh ai la ké nghia hiép d6
gitta nhiéu gép y cua mudn loai thu nho bé
trong khu Rirng Xanh va canh Péng Cé Xanh.
Cé ké bao rang Chit Chim Tommy Tit co ¢ong
ctru nan, nhung cd nhiing ke khac lai bao rﬁng. ..
nhung ban hay dgi day. Dé tbi ké tiép cho ban
nghe chuyén gi da xay ra, va nhw thé biét dau
ban ¢ thé quyét dinh ai la ngudi da cru mang
Jack Vui.

Nhuw the day, chii séc Jack Vui da chay ban
mang, dung di moi muu meo dé hong chay
thoat than. Nhung chi ta da khong con hoi tho
ndo ca va ciing da qua mét nhoai dén noi chil séc
khong con thé nao rang chay tiép dugce nira.
Cudi cung, khi chi ta danh phai chdp nhén
ngitng lai, chuan bi tinh than danh tra du biét
1‘5115 ban than khong ¢ du kha nang, nhung soc
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Jack Vui van sé khdng nuong tay véi déi thi
dang grrom Chon Bong Pen kia. Pang trong con
tuyét vong ndo nung thi giong noi cua Chu
Chim Tommy Tit vang lén bat ngo.

“Q kia, kia, Oi kia, kia. Dén day nhanh lén,
Jack Vui oi! Dén day nhanh lén nao!” Tommy Tit
g0l to.

Tia hy vong lai sang 1én trong long Jack Vui.
Chti ta khéng thé ngd rang Tommy Tit cé thé
ginp dwroc minh, nhung chi sdc van chay dén
d¢€ xem sao. Hit mot hoi that dai, chii ta bat dau
chay nhanh that nhanh vé hudng giong noi ctuia
Chit Chim Tommy Tit phat ra. Mdc du da tan
hoi, kiét sitc nhung Jack Vui van rang chay hét
sitc minh. Thé' 13, Jack Vui da nhin thay Chu
Chim Tommy Tit dang bay lwgn phia truedce cta
minh mot cach v cung phan khoi.

“Q kia kia, c6 nguoi day! Hay dén gan anh ta,
Jack Vui! Nhanh 1én! Nhanh 1én! O kia, kia, Oi,
lam on nhanh len! Chit Chim Tommy Tit gao to
len thuc giuc.

Trong gidy phut dy, Jack Vui con chua hiéu
dwoc chit ta dang ndi gi. Roi thi chit s6c nhin
thay dira con trai nguoi Nong Dan ho dang
quan sat Tommy Tit boi vi chinh cau bé cling
khong hiéu vi sao Chi Chim Tommy Tit lai
phan khéi nhue vay.

“Hay dén véi anh tal Hay dén véi anh ta dil”
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Tommy kéu 1én. “Anh ta sé khong lam hai ban
dau va anh ta sé khong dé cho Chon Bong Den
lam hai dén ban! Thay khong, 6 kia kia, 6i kia
kia, nhin theo toi di!” Chi1 Chim Tommy Tit dau
ngay xudng ngay trén ban tay cua cau bé con
nguoi Nong Dan ho kia. Boi vi Chu Chim
Tommy Tit va cdu bé kia, da la ban voinhau tir
lau nay roi.

Jack Vui van con dang ngin ngai. Chi séc
biét rang cau bé kia da tirng c8 gdng mudn lam
ban véi minh, tit nhitng ngay tuyét trang lanh
va nhirng manh bang tia dén dem di nhitmg qua
hat kho, hat ngd. Thé nhung chii soc¢ van chura
hét con hoang hét, cling khéng hoan toan tin
tudng ciu bé kia. By gid chi sc van con dang
ludng lir. Chil ta nhin vé phia sau. Chdn Béng
DPen chi con cach nhau vai buoc nita 0 phia sau
hung véi d@6i mat rec lira va man ro. Ngudi con
trai cua Nguoi Nong Dan hg ¢6 1é khong lam
hai chi1 s6¢, nhung Chon Béng Den thi qua chac
chin 12 sé 1am hai Jack Vui rdi. Jack Vui danh
phai quyét dinh, va voi tho hat ra roi phong that
nhanh bing ngang qua bai tuyét chay thang toi
phia cau bé trai va vot nhanh lén trén vai cau ta.

Chon Bong Den da quyét chi bat cho bang
duoc Jack Vui nén hin ta khong dé€ v gi dén cau
con trai Nguroi Nong Dan ho gi hét. Bay gio la
lan dau tién chi chon ta ngleng lai gam gie. Ban
phai néi gi day vé Chon Béng Den, han ta khong
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phai la ké chét nhat. Nhung thodng nghi qua thi
rd rang 1a han ta mudn an thit chi s6c con thoi
chix khdong phai la dau véi cau bé kia. Soc Jack
Vui con dang run 13y bay khi nhin vao ddi mat
ruc d6 hung ac d6. Nhung Chon Bong Den biét
rang hin ta phai khyng lai va chéc chan 1a chi
chon khong thé nao dén tién tdi gan hon dwoc
nita roi. Vi vay chon ta phong mang tron ma 1én
gam gt gian dit. Cau bé con trai Nguwoi Nong
Dan ho tién mdt budce tdi gan Chon Bong Pen.
Chon ta bén nhay chdm qua mét bén va bién
dang phia sau birc tirdng cd.

Cau bé trai an can nhe nhang tro chuyén voéi
Jack Vui va dat chi sdc xuéng nhanh cay gan
nhat. Khi d6 Jack Vui da an toan ngdi trén cay
roi thi cdu bé quay trd lai qua bén birc tudng 6
va cOd gﬁng xua dudi chtt Chon Bong Den di. Cau
ta ném nhitng cuc da qua cho tdi khi nao Chon
Bdng Pen nhay xa di va rdi cau con trai ho ruot
dudi cht chon ra khoi khu Rimmg Xanh ludn.

"O kia, kia, tdi da bao rdi ma!” Chii Chim
Tommy Tit la lén mung r& va bay lugn vong
quanh noi Jack Vui dang ngdi.

Vay thi, ai la nguoi da giai ciru Jack Vui day,
Chi Chim Tommy Tit hay 1a cau con trai Nguroi
Nong Dan ho kia.
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CHUBNG MUST SAU

(110 S0 CIACK VO TN NTEO NGO A MO T

Mot véi mot la hai
Hai véi hai la bon
Von that tha la hay
Thuong voi yéu la loi.
(Jack Vui)

Vay ai la ke ctru mang soc Jack Vui? Hay ban
hay hoi Jack Vui di. Chi ta sé biét rd cdu tra 1oi
ma. Chit biét r6 nhat béi vi cha ta chitng minh
dwoc. Sw viéc bit dau khi ciu con trai N g1roi
Nong Dan ho da giai thoat chit soc Jack Vui ra
khéi méng vudt cia Chon Bong Den. Nhung
néu khong 6 su gitip 40 cia Chi Chim Tommy
Tit thi khong thé nao Jack Vui lai biét duong
chay dén chd ctia cau bé ho dwoc. Tat nhién 13
ngay sau do Jack Vui va cau bé ho da tr¢ thanh
d6i ban than thiét. Cau bé di dén khu Rung
Xanh mdin gay dé choi véi chu sdc Jack Vui. Cau
throng mang theo nhitng hat kho an rat ngon.
Mdi dau thi Jack Vui van con rat mic cd ngai
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ngung. Chi ta chia hdn da hoan hén sau mot
con s¢ hai that dai. Khi chii ta nho toi cau bé da
giai ctru minh nhie thé'ndo, Jack Vui lai thdy méac
c& va bén chay ngay dén dé 1av nhitng hat kha.

Cau bé ho kia thuong tro chuyéen voi chi mot
cach rat nhe nhang va bao rang cau rat thich chi
sdc Jack Vui va soc ta dau co can thiét chi ma
phai cam thay so hai lo du diéu gi. Dan dan thi
Jack Vui bat didu cam thay cang quin quyt cdu
bé thém. Chu séc Jack vui tinh khéng thé cudng
lai duge dieu d6. Chu ta ludn ludn véu meén
nhitng ai tot va d61 dai tlke t& véi minh. Cang
quan quyt than thién Jack Vui cang mén cang
than voi cadu bé con Nguoi Nong Dan ho kia va
da cam thay ganh ty v&i Chia Chim Tommy Tit
baoi vi cht chim da 1a ban than cia cau be tu
triede d6 rat 1au, 13u 1am roi. Vi thé) ngay nao
Jack Vui cling ngdng trong t&i gio dé chay dén
thdm cdu bé ho ; nhat 1a khi vira nghe duoc tiéng
huyt sdo cia cau la chi soc da voi va chay toi
gdp cau bé roi. C6 nhiéu ké xau mom da noi
rang chang qua Jack Vui lam thé chi vi tham
mudn nhitng qua hat khd, hat ngd ma cau be ho
kia mang trong tui ma thdi, nhung that sw thi
khong phai nhu thé dau.

Cudi cung thi téi mot ngay chii ta cam thay
thiéu vang tiéhg huyt séo kia. Chit ctr chd va doi.

RO1 s6c Jack Vui danh phai chay lai gan phia bén
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bia khu Rung Xanh, nhung van khong nghe
thay tiéng huyt sdo hay la bong dang ctia con
trai Nguoi Nong Dan ho dau hét. Ngay nao
cting nhr vay hét. Jack Vui khong con vé tir dua
gion nhur moi ngay. Cha séc biéng ca an. Chi ta
chi ngdi loanh quanh rau ri chan nan.

Khi Chi Chim Tommy Tit trd vé va hat goi
nhir moi ngay, thi Jack Vui cting nhan ra rang
Tommy cting lo lang nhur minh. Tommy da di
dén gan cira nha ho kia vai lan va cling khéng
tim thay bong dang cua cau bé dau.

"T51i nghi la cau ay da di xa r6i.” Tommy noi.

“Pang lé cau ay phai dén day néi 1o tir gia
chir.” Jack Vui dap.

“Anh khong nghi la c¢6 chuyén gi da xay ra
dén véi cau ay chy?” Tommy dap.

“Toi khoéng 1o, toi ciing khong biét phai nghi
gi day” Jack Vui tra 1oi budn ba. “Anh co6 biét
khong Tommy, toi rat mén cau bé ho day.”

“Oi kia, kia, Tat nhién la ai cling biét rang anh
rat wa thich cau ay. Toi cling da ndi 1au rdi la cau
ay la mot ngwoi ban tuyét voi nhat ciia ching ta
ma, nhung chang ai tin ching ta ca. Toi rat
mung la ban da hiéu ra diéu dé. Téi nodi cho ban
biét nhé, t6i sé di dén tan nha cua cau ay va nhin

quanh mot 1an nira xem sao.” Thé rdi khong can
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doi cdu tra 1oi, Tommy da voi bay nhanh that
nhanh vdi hét kha nang cia minh.

“Téi mong rang, tdi hy vong rang khong c6
chuyén gi xay ra véi cdu bé.” Jack Vui lau bau
lac chi ta dang gid vo ban ron tim kiém nhiing
hat khd dang bi vui 1&p trong tuyét, sudt thoi
gian Jack Vui ch¢d doi Chia Chim Tommy Tit
tré& ve.
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(HUBNG MUST BAY

rd

TOMMY 11T €0 TIN M(1

Khong ai biét dwoc moi thir trén doi va co rat nhiéu
nguot lai biet guad it.
(Jack Vui)

Jack Vui khong cam thay vui vé chit nao hét.
Chu soc Jack Vui chi con xo6t cai danh xung 1a
biéu hién ctia sy vui vé ma thdi. Chu ta dang rdi
ca lén, dimg ngdi khéng yén quanh gan bia
Rimng Xanh. Khi chit nghi rang ai dé dang nhin
minh, thi chta gia vo nhu dang san lung nhiing
hat khé ma minh da dau di trong muia thu qua,
rdi lai do dao dong tuyét thanh nhiimg 16 hong
sau. Thé nhung khi Jack Vui cé cam gidc la
khdng ai dé v téi minh, thi chi ta vdi nhay phoc
lén cdy cao dé nhin vé hurdng can nha ctia Nguoi
Nong Dan hg quan sat va trong ngong. Ro rang
la Jack Vui dang ngong doi mot ngurol ma chil
soc ta rat lo ling, quan tam.

Ngay da dén mudn lam roi, va chang bao lau
thi Chon Bong Den sé len 1én chudn ra ngoai
canh Pong Tim, khi dng mat trdi do tron, vui
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nhdn chuan bi 1én givong. Day ciing la lac Jack
Vui chuan bi di ngit, béi vi chil ta ludn ludén an
gidc rat som, ngay lic man dém vira budng pha
trai xudng khap bau trdi. Troi cang veé tdi, Jack
Vui cang cam thay khé chiu va lo léng. Chu ta
dinh bo cudc va cd géng di ngu thi Chia Chim

Tommy Tit bong ha xudng canh cay sat bén
Jack Vui.

“Ban ¢6 tim ra dugc diéu gi khdng?”Jack
Vui v)i vang hoi trieoc khi Tommy ¢o co hoi
cat tiéng noi.

Tommy gat dau. “ Cau ta cd & day!”
thd hon hén vira dap.

“O dau chr?” Jack Vui la 1én.

chi1 vira

“Thi ¢ trong can nha do.” Tommy dap.

“Vay thi cau ta khdong hé di xa, téi da ndi roi
ma, cau ay dau co di dau xa dau!” Jack Vui hét
lén va chn ta thd phao nhe nhém rdi nhay lén
nhay xudéng dén ndi sap té nhao ra khoi than cay.

“Khong, cau ta khong ¢ di dau xa, nhung toi
nghi rang ¢6 chuyén gi d6 da xay dén vdéi cau
ay” Tommy dap.

Jack Vui lai bat dau rau ri. “Tai sao ban lai
nghi the?” chi ta haoi lai.

“Néu anh dé cho t6i chat thoi gian dé thé, thi
t0i sé ké r0 cho anh biét ngon nganh.” Tommy
van lai.
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“Vang, duwgc roi ma, nhung anh phai nhanh
lén nhé!” Jack Vui dép lai, cd gang to vé nhan nai
nhung trong long thi boi rdi vo cung.

Chit Chim Tommy Tit vudt vdi nhiing chiéc
10ng bi nhau, cham rai mot cach khieu khich va
cudi cung cting ké, “Khi toi roi khoi day thi toi
bay théng toi nha caa cau be nhir da noi. Toi bay
lign vong quanh nha nhurng thinh linh t6i chot
nhin thay Meo Den dir tgn & ngay bac thang. Ba
ta da nhin t6i nhir mudn nuodt chirng lam téi cam
thay s¢ hai vo cung. Toi ciing khong hiéu tai sao

% -~ F

gia dinh ho kia lai nudi ba ay dé lam gi.”

“Maic xac ba ta, anh mau ke tiép di!” Jack Vui

chan ngang.

“Thé la toi bay vong vong quanh kho thdéc
nhung van khdng nhin thay ai ca ngoai mdt chil
chim Sé wong nganh xau xi. Chit ta con mudn
kiém chuyén gay sy vadi tdi dav.” Tommy phan
nd keé.

“Méc xac han, anh lo ké tiép di nao!” Jack Vui
mat kién nhan gao 1én.

“Sau do toi ben luon trd lai cdy thich to & gan

can nha.” Tommy tiép. “Anh cd biét khong, cau
bé thurdng sé d€ danh mdt miéng md ran trén
canh cdy sudt ca mua ddong cho t6i ddy. Téi dang
rat d6i bung nén t6i ngd rang sé cd do an o day,

ai de khong c6 mi_éhg mo ran nao hét.
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Chti chim gi¢ Sammy chic da giut n6 ra va
tha di mat r6i. Tat nhién la t6i rat gian dit, va lai
cang thay do6i bung gap may lan. Toi dang suy
nghi khong biét phai lam gi tiép theo day, thi bat

thinh linh t6i nhin qua thau man cira s§ bang
lua, thi thir hoi ban cd biét tdi da nhin thay gi
hayv khong nao?”

“Anh nhin thay cai gi thé?” Jack Vui hoi voi.

“Qua nhiéu qua hat mai chau” Tommy tuyen
b&. “Téi biét chac rang day 1a phan phurde ctia
td1 va t6i ben bay sang do an chiung nd. Vingon
qua tuyét voi 1am tdi suyt quén han cau con trai
Nguoi Nong Dan ho ludén. Nhung khi tdi v
tinh nhin sang canh ctra s6 khac. Anh c6 biét loai
ctra s0 ky quéc lam bang vét liéu gidng nhw 1a
nhitng tang bing nhung lai khong phai va
chiang ta c6 thé nhin thau xuyén qua bén trong.”

Jack Vui khong biét nhung van ait gat ddu dai
va Tommy ké tiép:

“O) d&y 6 rat nhiéu thir rat v la quai la. Toi
dang cam thay rat la ngac nhién thi bat thinh
linh t&i da nhin thay cau bé. Cau ta dang nam
& d&y va hinh nhu dang bi gi day. Tai vo vao
canh ctra sO goi cau bé va voi va bay vot tro lai
noi dav.”
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CHUBNG MUST TAM
JACK VUL TINI QUYET DINI MOT VIEC

Ta da biét rang néi thi dé hon la thiec hanh
Va hai cdi didu thi ludn ludn sang sudt hon.
(Jack Vui)

Jack Vui bi mat ngit may hom nay. Chi ta bi
am anh ba&i nhirng con ac mong. That la that
thudng ddi voi chi soc Jack Vui khi bi giat minh
thitc gidc ¢ gitra dém khuya. Su that thi dau oc
Jack Vui dang bi chi phdi vé mét van dé. Van dé
do chinh la chuyén gi da xay ra cho cau con trai
Neguodi Nong Dan ho kia. Chi séc Jack Vui van
throng nghi dén cau bé, nhung khdng phai la
sir 1o léing, sOt rudt nhu bay gio. Bao nhiéu ngay
da troi qua tir khi cau bé kia di sdn tir khu Ring
xanh qua téi bén khu canh Dong Coé Xanh voi
cdy sting than trong tay. Khi d6 thi ai ai cling dé
v dén cau bé ho kia. Jack Vui lac d6 cling khong
tra gi cau ta, boi vi cau ta da lam chu ta s¢ hai.
Thi ra &6 12 ndi s¢ hai dé dan dén su thit ghét.
Nhung bay gi¢ thi da khac roi, cau bé ho da cat
cay sting di tir ldu 1dm rdi. Jack Vui ddu con gi
phai thay s¢ hai nita. Sy thwong mén da xam
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chiém dan dan trong trai tim cha ta béi vi chinh
cau bé la ngudi da aru mang Jack Vui thoat khoi
moéng vudt ciia Chon Béng Den. Cau bé con dem
dén nhirng hat dau acorn, hat ng6 cho ta, thi sao
lai phai thu ghét cau ay duoc.

Va bay gio thi Chi Chim Tommy Tit lai dem
tin dén rang chuvén gi d3 xay ra trén minh cau
bé con Ngudi Nong Dan ho kia. Dieu do da lam
cho Jack Vui cam th3y bon chdn lo lang, &n ngt
khong yéen.

Khi mat tr¢i vira 16 dang, Jack Vui lién nhay
vot ra khoi givong va ben di tim Tommy Tit.
Chu ta khong can phai dgi lau tai vi Tommy con
day som hon ca Jack Vui nita.

"Oi, kia, kia! T6i mong rang anh ciing thay
khoe khoan nhtr t6i vay!” Tommy hat ho vui vé
va bay luon lanh quanh bén chii sdc, rdi nhin
vao bira dn sang cua Jack Vui. Gigng noi cua
Tommy khién cho Jack Vui cam thay nhe nhom
hon. Ban sé cam thay khéng hay 1dm néu khong
tim dwgc sir vui vé khi ¢ gan Chit Chim Tommy
Tit. That ra thi Tommy da dem dén rat nhiéu
niém vui tuyét voi tir cai than hinh nhd bé, xinh
xan ctia chinh minh, cho moi ngudi quanh day.

“Xin chao, Tommy, Néu t6i c¢6 thé lam cho
moi ngeoi dugc vui ve nhw ban da lam thi, ban
biét t6i sé lam gi khdng?” Jack Vui noi.

“Ban ndi di” Tommy dap.
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“T6i sé di déh thang can nha ctia ho kia va an
i cau bé day!” Jack Vui tra 10i.

"Thi toi ciling dang nghi nhw thé day.”
Tommy cirdi khiie khich. “Téi dén day dé hoi
xem anh ban cé mudn cung di chung vdi toi
khong nao? Toi da dén day viéng tham nhiéu
lan cho nén ¢ 1€ cudc tham viéng cua toi sé
khéng may 13 dic biét gi cho 1dam. Néu anh dén
viéhg tham cling toi thi chic lai khac day! Vay
anh c6 mudn di khong?”

Jack Vui giat ban minh. Ban thay day, chi ta
cd bao gio ghe sang tham gia dinh nha ho kia
dau. Khong biét ¢ nén di va ¢6 nguy hiém gi
khong day. “Anh nghi la téinen di a?” Chi hoi lai.

“T6i chic 1a thé, & d&4y khong cd ai so ba Méo
Pen va cho sin Bowser dau. R4t 1a dé d€ du ho
tranh ra xa ma. Anh c6 thé trén ¢ trong bitc
trong ¢ cho dén khi khong thay ai thi chayv
nhanh bang ngang qua cay thich to 16n kia ké
sat bén nha day. Khi d6 anh ¢é thé nhin thay cau
bé ho bén trong va cau ta ciing c6 thé nhin thay
anh luon day. Anh nghi sao, o dihay khong thi bao?”

Jack Vui suy nghi that 1du réi quyét dinh, “16i
sé di chi®!” va anh ta néi mét cach chic chin qua
quvet. “Nao chiang ta hay di thoi.”

“Hay qua, Oi kia, kia, anh that 1 gioi day!”
Tommy reo lén va bat dau bay di dan dau.
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CHUBNG MUST (HiV
TOMMY TIT VA JACK VUL DI THAM BAN

Cé nhitng cay to hung trang
Déu wom tie hat ¢iong bé i hon
Ciing nhu moi sy trén doi
Duroc tao thanh tie sy tie té quanh ta.
(Jack Vui)

Jack Vui ¢6 chuvén hé trong phai lam. Chu ta
dang trén dudng dén viéng tham gia dinh ho .
Chl ¢6 cam giac la c6 diéu gi d6 dang xay ra khi
chi1 dén noi dé. Ban sé nghi rang ching c6 gi
dang quan tam vé viéc Jack Vui di dén noi do.
“Chuyén thuwong tinh theé thoi

!FI

chac ban sé& nghi
nhw thé. Co thé dang va cling ¢6 thé 1a khong.
Ban hay nghi dén nhitng chuyén khong thé nghi
dén duoc. Hay tedng tirong rang ca doi ban d3
phai khiép s¢ mot tén khdng 16 to khoang gap
nam mwoi 1an than hinh cia ban. Va rdi, tén
khdng 16 @6 khdng con san lung ban nira, d0i xtr
tr té va nhan hau nén d3a chiém dwoc cam tinh
ctia ban. Rdi khi ban nghe tin rang cé diéu gi d6
khéng may da xay ra cho hén, thi ban c6 quyét
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tam di tham viéng ngudi ban d6 khong, khi ma
ngrol ban cia minh dang o trong mot 1au dai co
nhitng tén khdng 10 khac ma ban khdng hé quen
biét. Vay cudc tham viéng nay cd nguy hiém gi
dang chuc cho ban khong?

Thé nhung chi1 séc vui tinh Jack Vui cung véi
Chu Chim Tommy Tit dang trén duong dén day
deé tim tham cau ban ho kia. Tommy da dén dé
rat nhiéu 1an roi nén that tam chi vui mirng dén
doi tim dap thinh thich dit trong long ¢é chit xiu
s¢ hai lo au. Bang ngang qua khu viron cay an
qua Tommy bay vit cao 1én dé€ nhin quanh
phong thu xem c6 diéu gi nguy hiém dang rinh
rap chung quanh khong. Khi ho dén gan tdi birc
trrdng cO ngay gan bd cira nha ho  thi Tommy
kéu Jack Vui hay nip tron lai dé cha ta di do
duong trirde xem co an toan hay khong da. Vai
phut sau chu ta quay tro lai.

“Oi kia kia! Moi viéc van binh thudng thoi
ma” Chu ta ndi. “Cho san Bowser dang an sang
& phia dang sau nén sé khong nhin thay anh
dau. Con ba Méo Den thi mat dang di dau mat
roi. Anh chi cé viéc bam sat theo t6i qua bén
phia bén kia cdy to gan can nha, thi téi sé chi cho
anh thay cau bé dang & dau nhé.”

"To1 s¢ qua dil” Jack Vui thn toi.

“Troi! Co g1 dau ma phai s¢ chie.,” Tommy
tran an. “Diing c6 chét nhat. Anh ¢ nhé cau bé
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da cru mang anh nhw thé nao khoéi nanh vudt
ciia Chon Bong Den khéong? O kia kia, lai day

IH"

mau, dén day mau lén nao!” Tommy ben bay

bang qua cay thich to ¢ phia sat ben nha.

Jack Yui nhay tot lén birc twong cii ky va nhin
quanh va nhin vé hudng d6. Cha ta khdng nhin
thay co gi dang phai run sg ca. Thé'la chit ta ben
nhay véo thém vai budc tiép. Bong nhién, chii
thay tim hoi hdp qua nén vdi va nhay vot trg vé
bén birc trong mot cach hoang hot. Vai phat
sau, Jack Vui lai c& gang thit lai mot 1an nita, noi
ban khoan lai khién chu ta nhay lui tré lai. Lan
thi¥ ba thi chii nghién réang lai quyét tam, ty nhu
nhiéu lan, “Toi dwoc, toi dwoc, tél duwoc mal” va
ding hét stec Iirc lao nhanh di va chang bao lau
chi1 d3 tdi bén cay to kia, trai tim thi van dang
con dap thinh thich, thinh thich.

“Oi kia kia!” Tommy reo lén.

Jack Vui nhin vao phia bén trong nha, va thay
Tommy dang ¢ bén ngudng cira thudng thirc
nhirng hat khd tuyét voi nhat. Nude miéng Jack
Vui trao ra khi nhin thay canh tuong d6. C6 mot
nhanh cdy dai thong ra phia clea s6 gan dung toi
bén ngudng cira. Jack Vui mao hiém lao téi nita
dudng thi dimg lai, s¢ co gl nguy hiém dang cho
doi néu dén gan cai aira s6 do.

“Lai day di nao, lai day di, anh lo s¢ diéu gi
day?” Tommy la lén.
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Tai sao mot ke nho tho nhu Tommy lai ¢ gan
dén nhitng noi ma chii ta khong ddm dén, cam
giac xau ho chay that nhanh trong long Jack Vui.
Thé'la chil lao thiét nhanh t&i bén ngudng cira,
nhirng dieu ky la da dap vao méit chii sdc Jack
Vui ngay sau day. Liac dau Jack Vui khéng nhin
thdy cau bé, nhung chot nhan ra cau bé dang
nam day va dugc phti chin kin mit chi hd cai
dau ra ma théi. Chic chin 13 cau bé c6 chuyén
g1 rdi. Khoi can phai néi, long chi séc bong dau
nhoi xo0t xa cho nguwoi ban than. Jack Vui mong
rﬁ"mg minh ¢ thé giup dugc g1 d6 dé dugc
chia sé dau don vodi cau bé con Nguwoi Nong
Dan ho kia.
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(HUBNG HAT MUST
CHOYEN €T DA XAY T V01 A B g

Anh da tréo that cao va that xa nén té nga, nhung
ké' ciing dang khi ta mao hiém ma.
(Jack Vui)

Trén dudng trd vé nha sau khi tham cau bé,
chi1 s6¢ bdi rdi ban khodn vé nhirtng diéu minh
nhin thdy. Chi da Ién nhin vao trong clra s6 dé
tim cidu bé ho nam trong d6. Dt khdng nhin
duoc rd lam nhung Jack Vui thay dau cia cau
be nhu dang bi gi do, va chic ban ay khong
dugc khoe nén méi phai ndm im, phii kin chan
khap ngudi nhur thé’

Jack Vui budn birc dén ndi chii ta khéng hé
dé tam dén nhitng qua hat khd tuyét voi bén
ngudng ctra nita. “T6i sé trd lai vieng tham cau
bé vao ngay mai.” Chil néi thé trong lic cung
voi Tommy quay tro lai khu Rimg Xanh.

"Tat nhién roéi, toi cling mong mudn ban lam
thé. Toi sé trd lai ngay mai vao cung gio nay.
Anh c6 con thay s¢ khi di dén do nira khéng?
“Tommy noi.
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“Khong...” Jack Vui tra 101 cham rai. That ra thi
chti s6¢ ciing con chiat s¢ hai di1 rang chii da dén d6
mot 1an an toan, nhung di vao phia bén trong san
[a qué mao hiém rdi. Nhung lan sau chic chin sé
dé dang va an todn hon. Chac chan 1a vay roi.

Budi sdng hém sau, ho ciing di dén d6 v nhu
trirdc va cting nhin thay tinh canh giong hom
triede. Ho nhin thay cau bé, nhung cau bé chua
nhin thay ho. Tommy vo vo, dap dap vao canh
cira $0 d€ bao cho ciu bé biét 1a ho ¢ d6. Ngay
Itc do, canh cira phong bén trong mo ra va ba
bude vao phong. Tommy hot hoang bay vut di
quén mat nhitng qua hat va Jack Vui cling xém
té trén dudng nhay trg vé phia bén than cay gan
canh cira sO kia. Ho vAn con xa la v&i nhau nén
khi ba buwdc vao khién ho trd nén v6 cung hot
hodng. Ho quén ding lai d€ nhan ra rang dau
cd gi phai s¢ khi ho dang ¢ phia bén nay canh
cira $6. Va néu ho thay ba 1a ngudi dem nhirng
hat kho tuyeét voi ra dé bén ngoai phia khung
ctra thi ¢ 1€ ho sé bat sg hai hon. Thé nhung ho
da qua kinh hoang chay vot di mat nén khong
c6 co hoi nhin thay canh tuong do.

Sang ngay hom sau nita, Tommy van con
muodn di trong khi Jack Vui da chan chir khong
dam di nira. Chi ta van con chuea virot qua dugc
hét ndi kinh hoang cua ngay hom trude. Suy
nghi hoi 1du chi méi quyét dinh di thém 1an
nita. L.an nay, khi ho dén gan than cay sat bén
canh nha, ho bit gap duge mot ngac nhién bat
ngo. Cau bé dang ngdi bén trong cira sd, nhin ra
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phia bén ngoai. Nhung khi ho dén cang gan thi
ho lai cam thay ngd viee khong dam chac day c6
phai that la cau be khong nitra. Hinh nhuw [a
khong phai, boi vi doi ma cta cau ta phong lén
y chang nhw ddoi ma cua Soc Vin khi chi ta
ngam that nhiéu nhitng qua hach, hat ngé vao
trong day.

Jack Vui nhin cham cham vao cau bé vala lén:
“T6i dau biét rang ciu ta ¢ thé ngam hét thirc
an vao mom dwrge nhue thé. Toi nghi lam nhuw
vay thi sé kho chiu kinh khiing 13m day.”

Néu cau bé ¢ thé nghe dugce Jack Vui néi thi
chic cAu bé sé bat cudi thoi. Cau da cd ga‘ing
guxong khd s dé€ mim cudi khi nhin thay dwoc
Chu Chim Tommy Tit va Jack Vui. That sw thi
cau bé khong crroi ma thay vao do la vO hai tay
vao ma va nhim mat lai. Ho khong hiéu tai sao
cau bé lai lam nhuw thé, nhurng da qua quyét day
chinh la cdu bé ho that rdi nén khdng cd gi phai
lo s¢g nita ca. Dén khi ho that sy dén gan thanh
cira sO va nhat nhitng qua hat kho dé thuwdng
thitc, thi ho that si nhin thay cau bé crrdi bang
mat, du miéng khong thé cudi duwrge, nhung cau
bé va ho cling déu cam thdy vui mirng hén hé
boi cufc gap gb nay.

Thé nhung chuyén gi da xay ra trén minh cu
bé ho day? Jack Vui van con rdi tri suy tu sudt
ngay hom ay nhung cudi cung danh phai tam
quén no di.
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CHUBNG HAT MUST MBT

il

(U SOCJACK VUL HOC TANI MANIT DAX

Neéu ban cua ta can sy gitip 4o,
Thi ching ta hdy an 1i v0 ve.
Diéu do quy gid hon moi tht,

Khi c6 ai do sdt canh ké vai.
(Jack Vui)

Mbi ngay Jack Vui dén tham cau bé ngay bén
khung ctra. Cau bé ludn ngdi chd nguedi ban nhéd
& bén trong cira s6. Nhu thanh mot théi quen,
Jack Vi thich dén do dé€ duoc cé nhirng budi an
sang thinh soan tuyét vo1 bén ngurdong cira. Hon
nita, chi ta A& phai vat va dé vira phai di giau
nhung qua hat duy trir kia va sau do lai phai di
bd&i moc tim toi khi chiang lai bi viii sau dau dwéi
ddng tuyét trang. Nhitng ké nhu Jack Vui
thuong lai yéu thich sw don gian, nhan nha hon.

Dan dan, cau bé con Ngurdi Nong Dan ho da
binh phuc tr¢ lai. Hai bén ma cia cau da bot
sung phong va khong con dwa ra nhiéu nita.
Cau ¢6 thé mim cudi bang miéng di chung véi
anh méat ciia minh. Khi mit cdu bé sung thi cau
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chi cd thé curdi bang d6i mét thoi. Jack Vui ciing
khong biét chuyén gi da xay ra cho cau bé,
nhurng mién sao bay gidr cau bé sap binh phucla
tot roi. Nhur thé' thi chii sdc ciing cam thay hanh
phtic vui vé hon nhiéu.

MGét budi sang chi so6c vé cung ngac nhién
khi chti ta chay theo nhiing nhanh cay dan téi
khung cira $6 va bat thinh linh cha thay co diéu
gi @6 hinh nhur khéng 6n cho 1dm. O @6 khéng
cd nhimg hat khd bén ngurdng cira dang hé mo.
Co diéu gi d6 1a la dang nghi ngd qua, nhung
Jack Vui lai khong biét 1a chuvén gi. Cha ta
ngung voi lai va cau nhau boi vi chu ta khdng
thich nhw thé. Cau bé dén gan cira s va goi cht
séc, rdi bén dua nhanh ban tay ra véi mét ndm
hat kho tron day béo bd chwra tieng thay. Nuac
miéng chay ra thém thudng, chii séc nghi chic la
c6 gi la & cira 88, thé nhung cai thanh cira thi van
ran chic khong c6 gi ddng ngai hét ma.

Jack Vui ben nhanh nhen nhay vat qua thanh
khung ctra, canh tay ciia cau bé dang con d6 goi
mdi voi nhitng qua hat béo tron. Thé'la chi séc
bén chdp 1dy ngay mdt hat. Réi thi chi ta ngoi
ngay trén ngudng cira dé€ ma an ngon lanh. Oi,
sa0 ma ngon tuyét voi nhir da nhin thay vay. Khi
chit ta da &n xong thi chii ta lai mudn thém nita.
Nhung bay gio cau bé da rat ban tay vao phia
bén trong ctra rdi, va van con ndm nhitng qua
hat d6. Néu Jack Vui mudn chiing thi chi séc
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phai vao tan bén trong. Khdng biét lam vay co
nguy hiém khong, néu canh ctra dong sap lai va
chii bi nhot & day thi phai biét tinh lam sao day?

Vi thé cha sée ngdi & d6 van nai. Cha biét
rang cau bé biét tong 1d chii mudn gi ma.
Nhung ciu bé van dé ban tay & chd cil.

“Dén day di, d6 ranh ma, ban da than thiét
vai toi bao lau nay va biét rd toi sé khong hai ban
ma. Dén nhanh di, t6i khong thé ¢ ddy mai. Va
ban thay day toi vira mai thoat khoi con st thoi,
néu toi bi lanh thi t6i s€ nga bénh lai cho xem.
Hay dén dav xem nao, hay cho toi thay ban can
dam ra sao.” Cau bé ndi nho.

Tat nhién la Jack Vui khdng thé hiéu dugce cau
bé ndi gi. Néu hiéu dugc, chit ta cling dodn rﬁng
chac 1a con s6t da khiéh cho ciu bé sung ddi ma
lén y nhir ltic Séc Van nhét hét nhirng qua hach
vao trong miéng vay. Nhung di rang chi ta cd
hiéu cau bé ndi gi di ching nita, thi chii cling dé
dang hiéu rang néu minh cin 1ay nhiing qua
hach dé thi danh phai chay theo chiung. Vay la
cha 1dy hét can dam tho dau vao bén trong.
Khong thay co gi xay ra hét, chii ben di ludn vao
bén trong phia thanh cira. Va roi chu cd gang
chia ra xa hét mirc dé voi 1ay nhitng hat khé ma
khong té nga vi mat thiang bang. Ngay sau liic 14y
duwoc qua hach thi chii phdng nhanh ra ngoai ngoi
rOi ngdm ngoam an mot cach that ngon lanh.
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Cau bé ho cuoi 16n va bé hét nhitng qua hat
kho con lai ra phia bén ngoai, r6i dong cira s6
lai. Jack Vui da an no né va nhay vot tr¢ vé phia
khu Ring Xanh. Chii ta cdm thay vo6 cung hanh
dién. Chi thay minh qua w 13 oai hiing, can dam
va cht ta hdi ha mong dugce ké cho Chit Chim
Tommy Tit biét chti da dan di nhwr thé nao.

“X1, trong sao, co gi hay dau!” Tommy dap
lai khi chi1 nghe ké nhitng diéu d6. “Toi da lam
nhuw thé tir bao 1du nay rdi kia ma.”
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CHUBNG HAT MUST HAT
JACK VUL TUACT DO TOMMY TIT

Ban 1a nguoi triét 1y gia thong thai.

La nguwoi ludn chép lay nhitng co hdi trwdc mat.
Lqi biét cach chon lia nhitng cdi hay nhat.
Roi quén di nhitng g1 khong dang guan tam.
(Jack Vui)

Mot ngay cua Jack Vui da bi pha hong. That
ra thi chu ta bieét minh khong cé quyén khién né
trd thanh v6 vi nhir thé. Nhung khong thé nao
lam khac duoc, béi vi chil da ty thoi phong 1én
nhimg kiéu hanh khi chu ta da dan di burde vao
phia bén trong can nha ctua gia dinh ho . Dang ra
thi chii ta khong thé nhin khoe khoang vé dieu
ay dwgc. Nhung khi chit ké cho Tommy nghe thi
lai dwegce cau tra 101 1a “Xj, t01 da lam vay tir lau
[am roi ma.”

Diéu do khién cho Jack Vui mat vui nguyén
ca mot ngay. Cha biét rd Tommy da titng lam
nhuw thé, boi vi Tommy ludn ludn néi that va rat
ir la thanh that. Vay thi, Jack Vui cing khong ¢co
o 13 oai hiing cho 1dm d& ma di khoe khoang ké

200 <<



[€ mai. Thiét 1a cut hitng qué di thoi. Chii sée e
gang sttc d6 16i cho Ch1i Chim Tommy Tit da
lam chit mat vui. Thé'rdi thi chi ta mudn tra dia
lai. Y nghi d6 cit bAm theo chii ta mii cho dén
lac chi séc s3 p ngu guc thi mot v tweong khac lai
chgt hién dén trong dau Jack Vui .

“Toi da nghi ra phai lam gi r6i! Toi sé thach
d6 Tommy dam di cang xa vao sau trong can
nha ho kia véi t6i khdng.” Chi la 1on 1én va dan
dan thiép ngu di vao mét gidc mong dep, noi do
chu la mot chii séc dung manh, oai hung chwa
tirng co trén cdi doi nay.

Sang hom sau khi chii di téi gan than cay &
sat canh bén nha cua gia dinh ho, thi cha da
nhin thdy Tommy & d6 san rdi, dang bay lugn
mot cadch mat binh tinh va kéu 1dn, du that sw la
Tommy khong thé kéu 1on durgc, tai vi chil chim
con qua nho bé, thi giong noi ciing khdng vang
to 1dm 12 bao. Nhung chii ta da gang hét stic
minh d€ goi cau bé ho . Béi vi, khong cé mdt qua
hat kho nao & bén thanh khung cira gi hét, va
canh ctra sd da bi dong lai. Chéng bao lau sau
thi cau bé di ra va mo ctra ra. Nhung cau khong
dat 0 day mét qua hat khé nao ca. Tommy bay
lrgn quanh khung cira, nhwr d€ biéu dien r}.}mg
chii ta oai phong dan di nhu thé nao. Va Jack Vui
cting bam theo sau, va ho nhin thay cau bé dang
dimg & ngay chinh giira cin phong, tay cam maét
dia hat kho va cuoi twoi voi ho. Day la mot co
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hoi tdt ma Jack Vui mudn thuc hanh ké hoach
thach d6 cha da nghi ra dém qua.

“T6i d6 anh dam bay xa ra dé dé 18y nhitng
qua hat kia.” Chu ta néi voi Tommy va hy vong
rang Tommy sé s¢ ma khdng dam lam diéu do6.

Nhung Tommy khéng phai la ke nhu vay.
“Oi, kia, kia, kia, hiy dén day!” Chii reo to, va
bay liron that nhanh qua rdi nhdt lay mot qua
hat va quay trd lai trirde khi Jack Vui c6 du kién
quyét dé nhay vao bén trong. Dung vay, chi ta
da dam thach d6 Tommy va Tommy da chap
nhan sy thach thitc d6, bay gio dén phién chi
soc. Day 1a mdt khoang cach rat dai tir khung
cira dén noi cau bé dang dimg. Chu soc ta chay
di chay lai hai lan. Va chi nghe thdy Tommy
cuoi khuac khich. That 1a qua dang ma. Tai sao
chii ta lai dam cuwoi minh. Chi ta khong nén nhu
thé. Thé'la chii séc nhay vot qua va chup lay mot
qua hach, rdi voi vang hdi ha chay tro lai bén
thanh cira s6 ngdi va an no.

Dén khi soc Jack Vui chup 13y hat thi? hai thi
lai diroc dé dang hon. Vi rdi chi ta lai di 18y tdi
hat thit ba va chti cam thay chic bung rang &
day rat la an toan, cho nén chii ta ben ngoi 1én
chiéc ghé ma 4n ngon lanh. Lic dy, chi ta cam
thdy tw nhién nhw la & nha, va khi cha ta an
udng no né khdéng con an thém dugc nita, thi
chii ta chay vong quanh cin phong, trd mat ra

202 <<«



nhin va quan sat moi vat maoi la ¢ quanh noi do.

Viec lam nay lai nam qua du dinh cua
Tommy. Chu khong s¢ hai khi phai bay vao
trong dé 1ay nhitng qua hach roi bay ra ngoai.
Nhung chit ta van chura thay thoai mai dén mikc
¢S thé dé dang thoai mai tung tang o trong can
nha d6 nhw vay. Tat nhién la diéu d6 khién cho
Jack Vui cam thay khoai chi v cung. Bay gid thi
chti s6¢ ¢é thé tha hd ma khoe khoang khoac lac
roi. Khong co ai dang cu tria trong toan khu
Rirng Xanh va canh Dong C6 Xanh cé thé khoe
khoang rﬁng ho da tiing di vao tham can phong
cua cau bé ho giong Jack Vui dugc. Jack Vui
thay minh to lon han 1én vGi y trong do. Bay gio
thi moi ngudi cd thé nodi 1*$ng “Cau that la oai
phong 1dm d4y!”
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(HUBNG HAT MUCT BA

(U0 CUIM CTL SAMMY 501 ROl

Khéng co diéu gi ngot ngao bang sy thanh céng
do1 voi ta.
(Jack Vui)

Rat it ké nao che dau dwoc sy kiéu ngao ma
khong d€ 16 ra mat. Chi séc Jack Vui cling thé
thoi. Khi ta nhin thay chi thi ai cling sé€ thay chi
ta dang vui vé ldm vé mot viée gi d6. Khi chii ta
nghi rang khong cé ai nhin minh, chi ta thdm
chi con di khénh khang nghénh ngang. Boi vi
chu ta dang tir cho rfing minh la ngudi rat oai
phong. Day that la mt thit cam giac vo cung
mai la. Hau nhwr hang x6m lang giéng déu nghi
rang cha ta 13 mot ké nhit nhat. D3 nhiéu lan
chii ta rat ghen ty voi Chon héi Jimmy, chon Do
va cau thit ¢é tii Bill, va thdm chi ngay ca Chu
chim gié Sammy. Boi vi ho thuong lam nhiéu
viéc dang gay duoc sw chui y va thach d6 nhau di
thdm do canh cira cdng san nha ho , va di vao
chudng ga thay vi dén chd ché sén Bowser.
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Nhurng bay gid thi chii ta cam thay réng minh
dam lam mét viec ma khéng mét ai trong ho co
can ddm ma thue hién. D6 1a viéc chil soc ¢o thé
di vao trong nha ho ma lai ung dung tu nhién
nhw la ¢ tai nha minh trong can phong cua cau
bé trai. Chu ta cdm thdy minh qua w la gan da.
Nhung chil s6c da quén mat mot viéc la bai vi
tinh cdm mén thuong da xam lan su s¢ hai. Va
khi ta di vao noi chdh ma ta biét ring khong <6
sit de doa hieém hoa & d6, thi viéec lam d6 dau cd
i la khac thirong, dac biét nira dau. Lam sao lai
goi la anh hung khi ban lam nhitng viéc ma
khong c6 ai thay kho khan, s¢ hai dugc. That ra
thi chii ta da bat hoang hot va nhit nhat ma thoi.

Cha Chim Tommy Tit biét rd diéu nay, cho
nén chi ta cuoi khiic khich khi nhin thay Jack
Vui qua u 1a hdnh dién khi lam dwgc dieu dé.
Nhung chii chim khéng noéi gi hét. Tat nhién la
khdong bao 1au sau, ngudi ta bat dau dé'y dén su
kiéu ngao chia Jack Vui. Ké dau tién chu y la
Chim gie Sammy. Khéng c6 chuyén gi lot qua
dugc cap mat sang quéc cia Sammy. Mot budi
sang that som, Sammy lang lé len ra chop lay sur
huénh hoang cua Jack Vui.

“Ha, c¢6 diéu gi khién cho anh cam thay tw
hao dir thé?” chi ta hoi.

Jack Vui cam thay co hdi dén nhanh nhuw tia
anh sang loé 1én trong long dé khoe khoang tai
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sao chil o thé cam thay kiéu hanh nhur thé. “Xin
chao Sammy! Sang nay anh nghi minh co gan da
kKhong?

“CS thé 1am chit, ma tai sao anh lai hoi vay?
Néu tdi ma la ké chét nhat nhu anh, thi toi sé
khong bao gio dam ban ludn vé su gan da voi
bat ky mot ai khac. Néu ¢6 chuyén nao do anh
dam lam ma toi lai khong dam, thi toi chua bao
gio nghe toi dieu ay.” Sammy van lai.

"Pinao, toi dang trén duong dung bita sang
day, tdi thach anh c¢6 dam di theo cung hay
khong?” Jack Vui la lon lén.

Sammy ben cudi am lén. “Vay thi di lien. Anh
di dau thi toi sé theo do.” Chu ta tuyeén bo.

Jack Vui bat dadu di ngay dén cdn nha cua gia
dinh ho va Sammy bay theo sau. Bang ngang
qua khu vuon trai cay, bang tdi canh cong san
va vao bén trong téi ciy thich thi Jack Vui dan
dudng va Sammy van ndi dudi theo ma trong
long dang thac mac chuyén la gi day. Chii ta da
dén day rat nhiéu lan rdi. Thatra, chu ta da duoc
thirdng thitc bao nhiéu 13 miéng md rin liic mia
dong lanh gia khi cau bé cdt chiung lén nhitng
nhanh cdy d€ dai nhitng khach d6i bung qua
duong nhu Sammy vay.

Sammy hoi ngac nhién khi thay Jack Vui
nhay 1én bén trén thanh cira s6. Tai day, chu soc
da nhin thiy khung ctra s6 nhiéu lan, khi chii
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can than quan sat dé phong khoéng cé ai & quanh
day thi chi ta ti dai chinh minh nhitng hat kho
dang cd san & day roi.

“Lai day di nao.” Jack Vui goi, mat nheo nheo
nhap nhay.

Sammy cuedi khuc khac. “Anh ta tudng rang
tdi s¢ a, vay thi toi sé gia vo tréu anh ta day”
Sammy nghi tham.

Sau khi d3 nhin v6i khong thay cd nguy hiém
nao de doa quanh day, cha ta dang réng doi
canh va bay theo Jack Vui vao phia bén trong
ngudng cira s8. Jack Vui chd & day va khi chac
chin rang chii chim that sy theo sau minh, thi
soc Jack Vui voi hat canh clra s6 mé ra va nhay
vot lén trén chiéc ban ¢ sdu bén trong cdn phong
va tur thurdng thirc nguyén dia hat khd dang
duoc dat & day tu bao gio roi.

Khi Sammy nhin thay Jack Vui mat dang chu
ta bong ha hdc miéng ra vi kinh ngac. Va khi chil
nhin vao trong thi thayv rd Jack Vui dang tuw

nhién nhuw ¢ nha thi Sammy cang ngac nhien
hon nita. Rai thi khi canh cira phong mé ra dé
cau bé budc vao, Jack Vui van khon g chay di tht
Sammy bat dau thay rdi tung 1én. Chii ta khdng
dam nhin lau hon ntra, va lan dau tién trong doi
Sammy d¢ nguroi ra khong noi dugc 101 nao,
lang 1ang bay nhanh tré vé khu rimg Xanh.
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(HUSNG HAT MUSI BAN
CIAC MO TRG TUANY TIEEN THUC

Chuing ta xdy dung nhitng gidc mo.
Dé cho chiing thdt huyén do, dai kho.
UGe mudn, hy vong, khao khit, mong cho.
Khi tat cd bi xdo tron boi nhitng lo so ngu ngo.
(Jack Vui)

Diéu nao x&u hon? Mo mét gidc mo hao huyén
khong hién thuc? Hay 1a con ac mdng s€ xay ra
trong doi minh? Jack Vui nghi rdng con 4c mong
la dieu xau nhat. Nhiing gidc mdng dep bién
thanh hién thuc do6i lan trong doi la diéu dang
mtrng. Co e Jack Vui da tling duwge nhu thé NS
da tro thanh sir that va da c6 nhitng anh hwedng
tot dep dén trong doi cua Jack Vui. Chuyén 1a vay:

Jack Vui c6 biét bao nhiéu chuyén dé lo nghi
nén da quén bang di mat Chon Béng Den. Jack
Vui khong nhin thay va khong nghe néi gi ve
Chon nha ta tier sau khi cdu bé Nguwdi Nong Dan
ho clru mang chii va dudi Chon ra khdi khu
Rung Xanh. Tir d6 doi s6ng cua chit séc tran
ngap nhirng hanh phiic may man nén diu ai ¢
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tam tu ma nhd dén nhitng diéu xai quay nhu la
Chon Bong Den chir. Nhung mot budi tdi, Jack
Vui da nam ac mong. Qua that la mot con ac
mong kinh hoang. Cha ta mo thdy Chdn Bong
Den dang rugt dudi bat minh va lic nay khéng
¢ cdu bé canh bén aru mang roi. Chon Bong
Den da dudi téi tan got chan chit va chi con
trong nira gang tac sé nhay chom lén la c6 thé
nudt song Jack Vui. Chil ta mé to mom ra la la
thét am lén, va tinh day ngay sau dé.

Chi séc tinh giac trong con hoang hot. That
la hi1 hon khi biét rang day chi 1a mdt gidc mo.
Thé nhwng chil ta khdng thé nao rit bo con ac
maong ra khoi dau 6c minh lién duge. Chil mimng
[Am khi troi da bit dau htmg sang va chfing bao
l[du nira anh sang 16 dang du dé cho cha len lén
bd ra ngoai. Con sém qua khong thé dén nha
ciita ho duwoc. Cau bé chic chua thikc day dau.
Jack Vui ben chay ngay ra mdt noi ma chu yéu
thich nhat. Noi day c6 cay hat dé cao, Jack Vui duea
lung vao than cav cao xa mat dat, Chii ta quan sat
khu Ritng Xanh dang trd minh thirc gidc khi
nhirng tia am mat troi choang mot chiéc khan vong
quanh lén nd. Nhung hau nhw lic d6, dau 6c chi
con ludn bi am anh bdi con ac mong da qua.

Cé mot vét den chay dai doc theo bai tuyét
trang khién cho chii ta phai chi1 y. Cai gi thé'?
Cht ta nghiéng minh vé phia trude va giir im
hoi tho vao, ¢d ga‘ing can than. d bay gio cht
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nhin thay dwoc roi. Phia triede vat mau den 4o la
mot tén gy gay 16ng mau trang va cai vét den
kia la chiéc dudi ctia han. Néu khdng cd cdi dudi
den, thi co 1€ Jack Vui se khong nhan ra dugc
diéu nay. Chon Bong Den day roi. Chon ta chay
nhanh tir phia nay sang phia khac, mi thi ddi
vao dong tuyét danh hoi. Chu ta dang sén lung
moi. That khéng con nghi ngd gi ca. Chon ta
dang di sdn bita dn sang cho minh.

Jack Vui mé to mat kinh hoang. Khong biét
Chén Béng Den 6 tim ra dau vét cia chii khong
nita? Hinh nhwr 1a Chon Bong Pen dang hudng
vé phia noi Jack Vui cir ngu. Jack Vui vd cung
muirng r& vi con ac mong da danh thitc cha ta
khién chii ta cam thay bat an va da di ra ngoai tur
budi sang sdm 1an. Néu khéng nhw thé thi coi
nhw ch1 ta da bi tom ngay khi con say ngu ¢ trén
girdng. Chon ta d3 chay gan toi nha cua Jack
Vui thi bdng dung ngirng lai b4t chot, ding miii
chiii vao tuyét ngri ngiri mot cach voi va. Roi thi
hin ta quay phét lai, ciing véi chiéc miii dang
chai sau dwdi tuyeét, bat dau chay thing dén
than cdy ma Jack Vui dang ¢ do. Jack Vui khong
con cho doi gi nita. Cha ta biét r6 Chon Bong
Pen da phat giac ra minh cho nén phat lo chay
cho trdi chét dé bao toan tanh mang ma thoi.

“Con ac mong da thanh sw that roi, con acmong
cua ta da thanh sy that va ta khdng biét phai lam
sao day!” chu sdc nitc néd va chay ban mang hau
mong thoat than khoi con ac mong nay.
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CHUBNG HAT MUST NAM

LANU THCC CUA JACK VUL TINTE

Khi ban dam dwwong diau véi hiém nguy.
Thi ban sé sinh ton theo dong doi troi di.
(Jack Vui)

Hoang hdt va thé khong ra hoi, chay ban
mang dé thoat khoi mong vudt cita Chon Bong
Den, chu séc Jack Vui gan nhir dang trong con
tuyét vong. Chu ta khong biét phai lam gi va
phai chay di ddu. Lan trudce chil séc dang chay
tron thi bat ngd co cau bé ¢ gan nén chay ra ciru
mang va dudi con chon di. Nhung hién tai troi
con qua sém dé€ ma cau mong cau bé dén ciru.
That ra, 130 mat trgi vui nhon do tron con chua
chiu ¢di bd chiéc ao nglt xudng nira va Jack Vui
chic chan rang cau bé con dang say vii trong
gidc ngu.

Phan dong thi ching ta 1a mdt sinh vat séng
bfing quan tinh. Chiing ta lam viéc theo thoi
quen va nhiéu khi lam ma khéng can suy nghi.
Vi thé d6i khi, quan tinh 1a m§t on phiedc ma ta
c6 dwroc. Jack Vui cling gidng nhu chiing ta thoi.
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Chi ciing ¢6 nhiéu théi quen, tét va xau. Gan
day, chi co théi quen dén nha cadu bé ho dé an
sang. Ngay bay gio, vira chay thoat khéi Chon
Bong Pen thi chit ciing theo thdi quen chay veé
hudng nha ctia cdu bé nhue mot thiac day caa
quan tinh vay. That sy thi chi s6c da di hon mot
nita quang dudng trirde khi chii nhan ra rang
minh dang chay di dau.

Mot ¢ nghi 16e ra trong dau, no khién cho chit
nudi thém mdt chit hy vong, va hinh nhur diéu
do giup cho chi soc chay duge nhanh hon lén.
Néu canh cira s6 cia nha ngudi ndng dan ho
dang mo rdng, thi chia ¢6 thé chay ngay vao
trong, thi Chén Bong Den sé€ khong c6 gan ma
dudi theo. Oi, chii mong sao canh ctra sO da san
mé ra. Pay la co hdi duy nhat. Nhung khong
biet co hdi nay co6 két qua khong néu Chon Bong
Den dam dn mat gau ca gan khdng s¢ gi hét ca
va dudi ludn theo vao bén trong. Nhung co hoi
nay dang can dugc thir 1am.

Jack Vui chay trdi chét bang ngang qua khu
vuon trai cay roi dén bitc tudng dan dén canh

cong viron nha ho . Theo sau lung la Chon Bong
Pen hinh nhu la dang thich thit dudi theo. That
khong con nghi ngd gi nita. Han ta nghi rang
chura chic gi Jack Vui da c6 co hdi tim dugce cdu
bé khi troi con qua som. Thé'1a han ta chic an
rang khi cudc san liing két thic, con méi la chilt
soc sé la mot bira an sang that tuyét voi.
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Pén lac Jack Vui chay tdi cdnh cdng viron thi
Chon Bong Den dang bam theo sat chi con vai
budc ntra 1a theo kip, hon nita Jack Vui da can
strc tan hoi r6i. Chil ta dam khong ngiing lai dé
nhin quanh xem con dwong co véng ve hay
khong. Va chu séc ciing khdng c6 thoi gian dé
quan tdm dén nhitng hiém hoa nao khac, ngoai
than chét dang 1an bo ngay sat dudi chan minh.
Thé'la chi1 séc nhay phéc 1én, bay qua khéi cong
viron va vat cao lén canh cay thich ¢ canh cén
nha. Chdn Bong Den 14y lam kinh ngac béi wi
khong thé ngd ran g chi sdc cd thé chay dén do.
Nhung Chon ta 1a ké gan hi thi khac véi Jack Vui
timg 12 m&t ké nhiit nhat. It ra thi han ta nghi
nhu thé day.

Vi thé hin ta dudi theo Jack Vui ma bing
ngang qua cong vuon va nhay cao lén cay thich.
Han ta ctt chdm rai bdi vi hin nghi rang trong
cudc rreot dudi thi chii séc da can sitc nén cudc
dua sip stra cham dirt khéng bao 1au nita. “Chi
ta s€ khong thé nao roi khoi dugce cdi cay nay”
Chdn Béng Den nghi thé va treo 1én bén phia
trén ngon cay that cao. Hay tugng teong cai
canh han ta kham phara rﬁng chit s6c¢ Jack Vut
da bién mat tim hoi khong tim thay dugc. Han
ta dui d6i mat do ngau gian di, trong long cam
thay tirc dién 1én.

“Chac ¢cé mét cai 16 hong & dau phia bén trén
do chang, vay thi ta sé ngtri theo mui chan di caa
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chit sdc va sé tim ra duoc thdi.” Hin 1au bau 1am
nham.

Nhung khi c4i mui kia din hin ta téi phan
cudi ctia nhanh cdy noi cham vao can nha cua
ho thi han ta cang thay kinh ngac hon nita.
Khong tim thdy bong dang cta Jack Vui & dau
ca. Chi séc ta khong thé nao chay lén trén noc
nha dugc. Khdng c6 noi nao ma chii soc ¢6 the di
durgc. Chon Béng Pen nhin cham cham vao bén
trong tdm ngang ctia canh cira s6 dang mad hé
khoang hai dét ngdn tav.

“Khong thé nao! Chit ta khdng gan da nhw
thé! Chil ta khong dam vay dau!” Chon Bong
Pen thi tham.

Nhung that su thi Jack Vui da chay vao bén

trong canh cira s6 do.
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CHUBNG HAT MUST SAU

d

CAUBL DON CTAQ NCAY M(T

Dieng bao 910 nght xau vé as
Boi ta khong biét hét dwoc moi viéc cua nguot khdc.
(Jack Vui)

Cac cau bé thuong phai day som ding gio va
ciing khdng phai 1a diéu kho khidn gi ldm. Cau
bé cang vay thai. Tat nhién la khi cau bé bi bénh
thi cau ta khong can phai thitc day nhu thurong
l6. Khi d6, cdu bé ¢ thé ndm ngli nguyén ca
ngay ma khong can phai thitc giac. Nhung khi
cau duroc khoe lai thi qua that 1a khong dé dang
chat nao khi phai thirc day som nhuw moi khi.
Trong mua he, thi viéc thitc sdm qua nhién
khong phai 1a mot van dé khé khidn gi 1am.
Nhung trong mua déng lanh 180 thi ching cd
may ai thich bude xudng givdng qua soém ca va
cau bé ciing nhw thé thdi ma.

Ngay budi sang hdm nay thi 6ng da goi cau
bé day, cau bé tra 10i 6ng bd trong con ngai ngu
“Da.” roi ldn minh va nhanh chéng chim vao
gidc ng1 dé dang. Trong khoang hai phut thi cau
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ta nam mo thay minh dang huong thu mot cude
song khong cé viéc gi can phai hoan tat ca.
Nhirng giac mo that 1a tuyét voi. Nhung thinh
linh sur viéc lai thay d6i hin. Mot con quai thi
dang rugt dudi cdu ta. N6 cd mot doi mat d6 va
to bang nhitng chiéc dia bay, nhiing tia ltra sdng
riec pha ra tir trong miéng phu ra. Nhitng chiéc
nanh dai bang cay kep gap d4 va con qudi thit
gam thét nhw con sw tix hung hing. Trong giac
mo, cdu bé chay ban mang dé mong thodt than.
Cau bi vap nga va té nhao nhung khong thé nao
gurong day dugc. Con quai vat khung khiép
cang ngay cang t&i gan sat hon. Cau bé cd gang
dé gao to lén nhung khong lam duogc. Cau qua
hoang hot noi khong nén 16i. Con quai thit hung
ac da chay tGi gan ké va dang nhitng mdong vudt
that nhon bén ra. C6 mét chiéc mdong nhon sac
bén da cao tring ma cau bé va ndé nong bong
nhuw mot ngon lira thieu.

Trong con la thét hoang hét cau bé giat minh
thirc gidc va té nhao xudng khoi givong. Cau ta
chira hoan hén va khong biét that la minh dang
& noi dau. Rai thi, cdu cam thay miung rd khi
nhan ra minh dang an toan trong can phong am
cung ctuia chinh minh, khi tia niﬁng am ap cua
mat troi vira hé dang, 1ap 16 qua canh ctra s6
chao dén cdu bé lrodi biéng dé mén ay. Cau bé
chot thay modt ngdn chan céi va doi chan khang
khiu nhic nhich nén ben quay lai, chti soc mau
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xam dang chav nhanh dén cidnh cita dang he hé
m¢o. Chi nhay vot lén thanh ctra, nhin ra ngoai,
rOi nhay lot vao phia bén trong, tiép tuc chay
nhanh t&i mot géc trong phong, noi cau ta co thé
xua dudi di hét bao ndi hoang hdt dang xdm
chiém trong long. Qua rd rang la chii séc dang
hoang hot bdi tiéng hét s¢ hai ciia cau bé.
Nhung c6 diéu gi d6 khién chi soc con kinh
hoang hon, béi vi Jack Vui van con hét hai nhin
v€ phia ctra s bén ngoai.

Cau bé chot gian ban 1én “Jack Vui, 46 quy
tha ma bat. Chinh nguroi 13 con quai vét ghé tom
da lam ta hoang hon!” Cau thét lén. “Ta at nghi
oid nay nguoi can phai dang ¢ trén gitrong ma,
ch phai mdong vudt cia nguoi da so vao mét ta
khong? Ma chuyén gi da xay ra? Tai sao nguoi
lai hoang hét 1én nhur the kia chix?”

Cau bé budc gan dén bén clra s6 va nhin ra
phia bén ngoai. Thoang chdc cau nhin thay ngay
cay thich to 16n, va cadu bé nhin thay mot vat gi
dé dai dai 6m Om nhuy mot mii tén doc theo
than cdy va mat dang. Cau bé nhan ra roi, day
chinh 1a Chon Bong Den.

“Con Chon an hai kia lai dudi bt ban nira 3,
va ban chay t¢i dau cau ciru,” cau bé nhe nhang
hoi va khe khé goi Jack Vui hdy dén voi cau ta.
“Noi day ludn ludn chao dén ban bét ctx lic nao,
ngudi ban bé bong téi nghiép dang run ray cua
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ta. Ta doan biét nguwoi dang so hai dén duong
nao trudc nanh vudt hung than ciia Chon Bong
Den. Ta nghi ngwoi cing kinh hoang nhar ta da
mang cam giac khung khiép d6 trong giac mo
ctia minh khi bi con quai tha ruot theo. Nhung
ngwroi that swe da lam ta giat thot minh khi chiéc
moéng cua ban cham vao mat ta.” Cau bé nhe
nhang vd vo vao chil sdc¢ va ndi, va Jack Vui da
dé yén cho cau vo.

“An sang thodi con a!” cd tiéng ndi tr dwdi 13u
vang len.

“Da, con dén lien!” Cau bé dap lai va dét Jack
Vui lén ban, canh chiéc dia chita day nhirng hat
qua va bat dau voi va thay quan do.
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(HUBNG HAT MUST BAY

e

JACK VUI KON DAM TRO VE NI

An toan ban than la dicu cau thiet dé duoc song tho.
(Jack Vui)

Jack Vui khong cd gan d€ di vé nha minh. Ban
nghi rang ¢4 chuyén gi khiing khiép hon 14 minh
khong dam tréd vé can nha cua chinh minh? Tai
sao vay, can nha la td am la noi ma ta cam thay
than thrrong nhat trén doi va nhat dinh phai la
noi ma ban thdy an toan, thoai mai nhat. Ban
hay nhd lai cam gidc dé chiu ctia minh khi ¢
trong nha minh. Va khi ban biét rang cdn nha dé
khéng con c¢é su an toan ch¢ dén ban trd ve, ma
ban ciing khong con chd khic dé ma di. Chuyén
nay thuong xay ra voi nhitng con tha nho ¢
trong khu Rimng Xanh va canh Béng Co Xanh.
Vabay gio, né lai xay ra trén minh chitt soc Jack Vui.

Ban thay day, Jack Vui biét r6 Chon Bong Pen
sé khong bo cudc dé dang. Chon ta ¢ mét cdi
hay, 1a tanh kién tri qua quyét. Chon ta khong
dé dang bé cudc hodc thdi chi. Khi han ta quyét
tam lam maot viéc gi do, thi ludn ludn la lam
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duwoc. Néu ma hin ta bit ddu vao mét viéc,
thuong 13 han sé doat durgc két qua tot. Khong,
han ta khdng dé dau gi ma bo cude dau. Jack Vui
biét chic dieu dé. Khong ai biét r6 dieu dé bfing
chtt séc. Chinh vi thé' ma Jack Vui khong ¢6 di
can dam trd vé can nha ctia chinh minh. Chii s6c
biét chic rang, khi béng dém ap tdi, rat co thé
Chon Béng Pen sé nhao dén bat ngd va coi nhuwr
la cudc doi cha chir ké nhu xong. Chui s6c con
nghi ngo ¢d kha nang rat 1on r%’mg Chon Bong
Pen sé ludon ludn rinh rap & mot noi nao 4o,
quanh quan day thdi, trong sudt thoi gian dai,
cho dén khi mua Xuan chuan bi goi moi, néu
chii s6c c6 gan hum dam di tré vé nha trong
luc ay.

The la chii s6c danh phai ¢ lai trong can
phong ctia cau bé cho dén khiba vao trong don
dep chiéc ginvdng. Khi d6, chia s6c phai nhay ra
khéi khung ctra s6 dau trén canh cay thich to
lon. Chi séc chwa biét vé ba la ngueoi nhw thé
nao. Ba c6 d6i mat hién tir nhan 4i nhw cdp mat
ctia cau bé . Nhung chii s6c chura durge than thiét
gi 1dm véi ba Ay cho nén Jack Vui cdm thay an
toan hon néu chn ta phai & bén ngoai khi ba
dang ¢ trong phong.

“Oi, ban than mén!Téi phai lam sao bay
gid? To1 khong cé nha dé ve, dé giir am va dé
cudn tron thoai mai, an toan, to1 khong co ché
dé tra than!”
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Jack Vui ctt ndi di néi lai nhiéu 1an nhuw thé,
ngoi trén canh cay thich to cao ma gang guong
tim cach phai lam sao bay gio.

“Khéng hiéu chi1 séc nhé do cau nhau buc
bdi chuyén gi thé” Ba nhin ra ngoai ctra sO va
noi. That 13 rat dé hiéu 1am ngurdi khac néu ta
khong biét chuyén gi da xay dén vdi ho. Ba nghi
rang Jack Vui dang lau bau, trong khi d6 chii séc
dang vO ciing hoang hot va ban khodn lo ling,
thic méc rang khong biét chii phai di dau, 1am gi
dé giit dwrge an toan va thoat ra khoi s de doa
ctia Chon Béng Den.

Chu ta khong co gan trd lai khu Rung Xanh.
Cha da trai qua nguyén mot ngay chi ¢ quanh
quan cay thich sat bén canh nha cua ho . Canh
ctra sO da bi dong lai rdi, cho nén chit s6c khong
thé nao nhay vao bén trong duwgc. Chil ta nhin
di nhin lai nhiéu lan, ch¢d doi dén lac canh cira
duirgc mo ra. Nhumg chit dau c6 biét rang, cira sd
chi dugc mé ra tir khi cadu bé lén givdong ngi, dé
can phong ctia cau bé c6 day dia khong khi trong
lanh sudt dém. Chil soc khong thé hiéu ndi tai
sao ngwdi ta cd thé sdng trong nhirmg can nha
ctra dong kin mit nhuw thé dugc.

Budi chiéu hdm do, ciu bé , sau khi 43 dén
trirdng nguyén ngay hdm do, trd vé trong tiéng
huyt sdo vang khap san nha. Cau bé nhin thay
Jack Vui ngay titc thi. “Xin chao! Anh ban lai dén
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roi a! Mot budi sang thinh soan con chua du
thoa man sao?” Cau ta la lén.

“Né da & day nguyén ca ngay nay, khong biét
chuyén gi da xay ra voi nd,” me cau bé di dén
ctra, nghe dugc tiéng cau noi, nén tra 1oi con trai.

Khi d6 cau bé Nau dé y thay chu soc dang
mét moi ta toi nhue thé nao. Cau bén nhd dén
viéc Jack Vui da lo s¢ kinh hoang sang nay.

rH'

“Con biét chuyén gi roi!” Cau bé reo lén.
“Chinh con chon kia 1am cho chi sé¢ nho lo so
khong dam trd vé nha. Ching ta co the lam gi
dé gitip do né khdng. Con khéng chic néu con
[am can nha nhoé cho nd, khéng biét nd ¢ ¢ lai
khong. D€ con ctt thit lam xem sao”.
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CHUBNG HAT MUST TAM
(110 SGC JACK VOt TNt 6 NUA MOT

Ngueoi ta thuong noi, an diedi nhitng tan mdy den,
La nhitng soi bac dng dnh Iong lanh hién hoa.
D¢ 1a nhitng diéu t6i chua thidy hodc chua biét.
Nhuwng tin twong dwoc do la diéu nén lam.
Hay hét Iong nudi dwong niém tin.

Rang cudc doi nay khdng c6 ngé cut.

Va anh sang dang hé mo & phia cudi con dirong ham.
(Jack Vui)

Khong ¢6 gi budn hon thé nita khi Jack Vui
ngoi trén canh cay thich cao to sat canh nha ho,
nhin thay ong mat trdi d6 tron, vui nhén dang
chrudn bi lén givdng di ngt1 bién dan vé phia bén
kia khu Doi Tim. Chda ta s¢ phai trd vé nha &
phia khu Rimg Xanh bdi vi chiac chan Chdn
Bong Den dang chuc cho chi ta ¢ noi do. Chi
sdc s¢ hai khi thay man dém bit dau budng
xudng. Chi1 cdm thay lanh 180 va d6i bung 13m.
Moi swr viéc khiéh cho cht sdc con dé thuwong
bong nhién trd thanh mot chi soc tdi nghiép
dang thwong nhat trén doi nay.
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Cht ta bén quyét dinh rdng chii cAn phai di
tim mot cai 10 trdng nao do6 trong nhimng céi cay
& trong khu viron trai cdy dé trir an cho qua dém
nay. Thi bong nhién cau bé chot xuét hién tir
mot goc nha di ra voi mt vat gi do trong tay va
con keo theo mét cai thang di theo. Cau beé vira
huyt sdo vui veé chao Jack Vui va dat cai thang
dua vao than cay rdi bat dau treo lén. Lic d6,
Jack Vui van con dang hoang hét nén bong
nhién trd thanh nhat nhét. Cha thay s ludn ca
cau bé nén voi treo 1én cao thiét cao dén tan noi
ma ch ta ¢6 thé nhin xudng quan sat coi cau bé
dang lam gi. Tuy rang van con thay s¢ nhung
chi1 s6¢ van thay 4m long, an tAm hon khi ¢6 cdu
bé & gan bén.

Cau bé ban ron mdt hoi lam viéc & trén
nhanh cady dwa ra sat gan tdi mé bén cira s
phong ciia minh. Khi cau bé sira xong nhirng
thi* minh can, thi cau lai tréeo xudng khoi cai
thang va khiéng né di. O trén phan trén clia cdy
ay, cau ta da dé lai mot vat g1 d6 nhin 1a la, ngd
nghinh. Mdc dau van con dang trong con kinh
hai. Jack Vui van cam thady rat to mo, hiéu ky.
Dan da, chu ta bo bo lai gan hon. Chu séc nhin
thay mdt cai hop voi mot cai 18 tron, vira di
Ién d€ cho chi ta chui vao. O trong mdt gdc
khac ké bén ng, thi cé mot cai ké ¢ phia truede
né. O trén cai ké d6 1a nhitng hat khd ma chil
sdc thich nhat.
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Jack Vui déng nhin 1au that lau. Day c6 phai
la mot cam bﬁy hay khong? Khong thé nao tin
ndi duge. Cau bé 1am sao ma can phai dit bay
cho chit soc trong khi ho da lam ban voi nhau
rat than thiét r6i? That ra thi & d6 ¢6 qué nhiéu
hat khd danh cho Jack Vui. Tat nhién 1a rat an
toan dé chii séc thuwdng thire chiing. Oi, that 13
ngon tuyét voi! Chang may chdc tat ca thirc &n
déu bay veo. Khi d6 chi1 s6c dan di hon nén ben
treo vao dé tham do bén trong. Cai hdp dugc Lot
boi nhitng manh rom mém mong. Canh tuong
&y nhin that 12 8m ciing, hap dan ddi véi mot ke
khong nha, bo vo nhu Jack Vui. Chu ta ben tho
dau vao trong. Cudi cung chi ta cting nhay tot
vao ludn bén trong. O trong nhin that 12 dep 1am.

“T6i tin rdng ciu bé da xdy cin nha nho nay
tang cho tdi va bo nhitng manh rom nay lam
chiéc girdng cho ti day. Cau ta khong biét cach
[am girdng nhung t6i nghi cau ta cd y tot ma.”
Jack Vui tu nht.

V6i ¥ nghi dé Jack Vui bat dau cdng viéc stra
lai chiéc givong cho vita ¥ minh, va khi man
dém vira phii xudng trai dai xudng hét bong cay
thich to kia, thi Jack Vui d3 ndm cudn tron thoai
mai trong can nha maoi cua minh.
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CHUBNG HAT MUST (H1v
(AUBL BAY DUYC MOT TU BN

Ké thong minh, nhanh nhen, sdc sdo,
manh bao va gan da,
Ciing co liic so ho va sai lam nhir bao ngedi khic
ma thoi.
(Jack Vui)

Chui soc Jack Vui da vui trd lai nhir bao 1an.
Ch1 s6c rat thich ngdi nha moéi do cau bé lam
cho minh. Can nha dwrgc cdt ¢ trén cay thich cao
gan sat ngay nha ho ludn. Jack Vui va cau bé
cang thém khang khit va than thiét hon bao gid
hét. Mdi budi sdng som Jack Vui nhay tot vao
bén trong khung ctra s6 va ma canh ctea cho cau
bé . Noi day, chii soéc bao dam sé co mot bira
sang that la thinh soan day qua hach no tron.
Thinh thoang, khi cdu bé Nau ludi biéng khong
mudn thitc day, thi chit soc bén nhay phoc 1én
girong cau be va danh thire cau ta. Chi soc cam
thay thich thi khi lam viéc ay. Cau bé cling thich
thé’ di1 rang ddi lic cau ta ciing con budn ngn
[dm va gia bo cin nhan, nhat 1a trong nhirng
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budi sang Chda Nhat khi cau bé khdng can phai
day som nhw moi ngay.

Tat nhién la Meo Den cling mau chéng kham
pha ra sir hien dién ctia chi1 soc ¢ trén canh cay
thich va ba ta da b6 cong ngdi dudi géc cay nhin
chdm cham vao chi s6c v6i danh mat doi khat dix
rang ltic nao Méo Pen ta ciing cd sdn @0 &n roi.
C4 doi 1an, ba ta tréo 1én cay va cd sirc rurgt bat
chil soc. Liac dau Jack Vui ciing rat sg, nhung
chang bao lau sao, chit soc phat hién ra rang ba
Meo Den kia khong co tai treo cao nhir minh nen
khong con thay sg nita. Dung ra thi chii séc lai
thay rat w 13 thi1 vi trong cudc rieot bt nay. Day
12 mot cudce thi ddu vui nhon ddi vaoi chit soc.
That la thi vi khi tréu gheo ba ta va dé cho ba ta
rirot tGi sat bén minh, khi chii chic 3n rﬁng ba
sép chdp dwgc chit sdc, roi chi ta bat thinh linh
vot chay mat. Sau mdt thoi gian, thi ba Meo da
bit dau chan nén chi ngdi & dudi gdc cdy ma

cham chii Iir iy nhin chi ta tho:.

Bay gio, Jack Vui chi con lo lﬁng mot viéc nho,
nhung viéc nay ciing khong dén ndi lam cho chi
ta phién mudn gi lam. D6 14 viec Chon Béng
Pen cd thé mo toi tan noi vao lic ban dém. Jack
Vui biét chic chan rang Chdén Béng Pen phai
biét duroc chi ta dang cuwr trin 0 dau rdi. Boi vi khi
chii chim gié Sammy biét dirgc dieu nay, thi tie
cai miéng ba hoa, 13m chuyén ctia chu chim kia,
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ca lang déu sé biet dugce thoi ma. Nhiweng khong
sao ca, khi séng dwgc sat bén canh cau bé Brown
thi chii sGc Jack Vui cam thay thoai mai, an toan
vO cung.

Tir hdi nao dén gio, cau bé chwa hé quén sy
hién dién ctia Chdn Bong Den va chon ta da dudi
Jack Vui ra khoi khu Rirng Xanh nhu thé nao.
Cau ta suy nghi rat lau rf'ing, minh co6 nén dat
chiéc bﬁ}r dé bit duwoc Chon Bdong Den va loai
han ta ra khoi cudce song & trong khu Rirng Xanh
kia. Nhung trén thirc t€'thi, viéc béy bat ké khéc
[a mét diéu ac ddc khong nén lam, du la ching
ta dit bay dé€ bat mot tén hung dc nhir Chon
Bong Den. Nhung ngay sau do, mt sir viéc xay
ra da lam cho cau bé cam thay v6 cung ph?m no.
Mot budi sang sém, khi cdu bé di dem d6 dn cho
nhitng con chim, thi cdu nhan ra Chén Bong
Pen da 1én va trong chudng ga va an thit ba con
ga mai to ngon nhat. Vay la cau bé lien quyét
dinh luén. Cau biét rd Chon Béng Den sé lén trd
lai ti€p va cau bé sé dem dén cho Chon ta mot su
bat ngo. Cau bé 1an mo tim kiém cho dén ltic cau
tim ra duogc cai 16 noi md Chén Béng Den d3
chui lén dugc vao bén trong chudng ga, va cau
bé dat cai bay & ngay noi day.

“Ta ddu mudn lam diéu nay, nhung ta phai
lam thdi. Hin ta ¢6 thé no bung v&i mot con moi,
nhung hin ta khat mau dén ndi giét ludn hét ba
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con mdt lac. Vay thi da dén lic phai tieu diét ke
hung tan bao ac nav roi.” cau bé noi.

Budi sang hom sau d6 Jack Vui nhin thay cau
bé dive tir phia chudng ga trong tay dang xach

mot vat gi d6. Cau bé di thang tdi gdc cay thich
va ddt ngay mon vat doé xuong dat. Cau bé huyt
sao goi Jack Vui va khi Jack Vui tréo xudng xem
chuyén gi, thi thay cau bé nhiin vai noi:

“Pay 1a ngudi ban ma tdi chic chén rang anh
sé rat vui mung khi dugc gap lai.”

Thoat dau, Jack Vui chi ¢é thé nhin thay cai
hop bang kém. Sau d6, chit séc nhin thady mot
vat trang gi d6 dang ddng day. Cam thiy nghi
ngd nén chi séc ben chay dén gan hon. Va lic
dé trai tim chi ta nhe mudn nhay xong ra ngoai.
Thi ra, cai hép kém d6 chinh 1a mét cai chuong,
phia trong @6 1a Chdn Bong Den voi ddi mat toé
ltta dang tritng 1én nhin ra ngoai. Han ta da tré
thanh tu binh. Ngay tttc thi, Jack Vui qua vui
miuirng, phan khai, hd héi nhue mudn dién 1én.
Chu ta da khéng con mét mdi de doa nao nira
roi. Va that khong rd tai sao cha ta lai thich thi
nhu thé day!
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HUBNG BA MUST
T BINU KHONC BIET SO 1T

Rét dé dang dé'mang vao tiéng xdu nhung
thit kho khan dé boi x6a no di.
(Jack Vui)

Chon Bong Den bay gid trd thanh tu binh.
Hin ta lau nay ludn luon dugce tu do di day di
dé theo ¥ ciia minh, nhung bay gio thi bat luc
va bi nhét trong moét cai chudng chat hep. Chinh
16i & han ta da qué ciu tha nén day la két qua.
Cau bé da danh beii}r va bit dwoc Chdn nha ta
roi. Han nhién, hin ta phai hiéu rd su viéc sau
khi chinh hin da ra tay giét hét ba con ga mai to
trong chudng ga. Han ta phai hiéu rang cau bé
chic chin sé 1am diéu o1 d6 vé vu nay. Sy that rd
rang 1a han d3 khong chdng lai cdm do cho nén
guen bgng di Iy & thueong tinh nay. Chinh vi thé’
hin ta khong thé trach ai dwgc khi bi bit nhot
nhu bay gio.

Litc dau thi han ta gian dit khing khiép va
cin va nhitng cong day kém cho dén khi dau
miéng. Cho dén khi hin ta biét chac rang nhitng
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cong day kém beén chat hon nhiing chiéc rang
ctia minh, thi hin khon n goan hon khdong con c6
gang dé thoat ra nira. Chon ta quyét dinh sé ngdi
yén ch¢ thoi co néu cé dip sé tron thoat. Biet dau
canh ctra chudng bi long ra thi sao.

‘At nhién 12 han rit dau long khi bi ché nhao
bdi nhitng nan nhan ma hin ludn ludn timg la
ngudi hu doa ho. Jack Vui la nguoi dau tién nhin
thay han bi nhot. Cau bé da dit cdi 16ng kém
xudng gan gbc cay thich noi ma Jack Vui dang
tri nguy, khi bi Chon nha ta rugt dudi ra khoi
khu Rirng Xanh. Ngay sau khi Jack Vui da chic
in rang Chdon Béng Den da thuc sy bi nhot lai
va khong con la moi de doa nao nita, thi chii sdc
vui mung dén dién lén duwgc. Dang vay, cha ta
mung dién dai lén vi thich tha. Thi 49, bay gio
chi1 s6c dau can phai s¢ mdt diéu gi nira chrr.
Dau ¢d ai ngoai Chdn Béng Den kia la ké 6 the
ngan can chit soc trg vé can nha ctia chinh minh.
Chon Bill 1a ké ké'tiép 6 thé di theo Jack Vui dén
noi &6 du rang Bill khéng thich tréo 1én cdy gan
sat canh nha ho gi ca.

Vi thé Jack Vui chay thiét nhanh 1én, xudng
than cdy mot cach vo cung phan khoi va miéng
lwdi caa chu cling vang xa nhanh nhw d6i chén
ctia chi1 ta vay d6. Chi1 s6c mudn rang ai ai ciing
biét dugc rang Chon Béng Den da bi bit nhot
that roi. Lic dau cha ta con chwra di gan da dé
di lai gan cai chuong kém kia méc du chon nha
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ta da khong con nguy hiém nita. Dan dan thi
Jack Vui dan di hon va tir tir tién lai gan. Va roi
chii ta bat dau lai lam mot viéc khong hay chut
nao. Chu séc bat ddu nhao bang va dit nhiing
tén xau cho chdn ta va bao véi Chon Béng Den
rang Jack Vui khdng con s¢ han nita. Dung 13
mdt tro dua va con té hon nira 13, diéu nay xau
xa va chiang hay ho gi giéng nhuw ban dang tra
diia mdt d6i thi khdng con stre chdng tra lai.

Tat nhién la Jack Vui khéng ngan ngai gi ma
nhanh chéng di mach vai tat ca nhitng ai ma chi
ta gdp vé chuyén cia Chon Bong Pen. Thé la
chang bao lau sau dd, thi chdn nha ta bat dau
gap duoc rat nhiéu ké dén viéng tham. Bat cir
Itic nao khi cau bé khong co6 ¢ quanh do, thi
chic chan 13 cé mdt vai con thit nhé, da tieng sQ
chén ta, bu quanh lai ché giéu va méng nhiéc
Chon Bong Den. Sw viéc nhur thé nay thuong
xay ra khi moét ai do 1am nan. Ban biét rﬁng rat
dé dang dé té ra minh gan da, dan di triede mot
hoan canh khdng ¢6 gi goi la nguy hiém va dang
s¢ ca. Nhu thé' thi dau c6 thé goi la s can dam
oai hung duoc, mdc du co ai do da tung nghi
nhur thé.

Vay thi, tan trong day long nhimng con thu
nho kéo nhau dén noi day dé ché nhao Chon
Bong Den dé dat dugc diéu gi thé? Co 1€ ho
mong mudn dwge nhin thay Chon Béng Den to
vé khiép so kinh hai. Nhung ho da that vong.

232 <<«



Chén Béng Den khong hé to vé ra mét chut kinh
hoang, s¢ hai gi ca. Chon ta khong chic 1a ciu
bé sé lam gi hdn, va han c6 ly do d€ lo s¢ rang
néu khong bi nhdt sudt doi trong chiéc chudng
kém nay, thi chuyén gi sé xay ra trén minh han.
Chuyén dé chic chin 1a kinh khiing 1dm. Nhung
Chén ta qua kiéu ngao va qua gan li nén han ta
khong 10 ra mét chiat nao hoang hoét trirde maét
bat cit ai. D1 d3 pham 16i nhung Chdn ta khang
phai la ké chét nhat. Hin ta dan di cin dn miéng
thit ma cdu bé Brown dem dén cho han dn. Han
khong td vé mot chut sg hai gi. Vi the, du khong
wra chdn chiit ndo nhung cau bé van né nang hin
vd cung. Cho di1 12 dang bi bat nhét nhung chdn
nha ta van té ra rdt w 1a kién cudng.
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CHUBNG BA MUST MAT

(AU BE SROWN DA 1AM €T CLON BONC DIN

Olald, 614la
Co6 nhitu nguwoi rit w la déo miéng
Con c6 nguwot thi mieng cing do
Dt cdi ludi khong xwong van nhiéu dwong lat 1éo.
(Jack Vui)

Trén thuec té€ thi, viéc quan trong nhat ¢ trén
doi nay déu bat ngudn tir nhitng miéng ludi
dang sg, la ngudn gdc ctia moi ric roi, dem dén
dau kho, ding cay, budn ba va nhitng chiu dyng
kh& dau cho nhau. Néu khong ¢6 nhirng 161 ndi
khé nghe, ac dbc, vo tinh va v trat tu, thi the
giGdi nay sé dugc vui vé hanh phac gap tram
ngan lan roi. Bdi vi chinh cai miéng hai cai than
ma chil chim gié Sammy da nhiéu 1an gap rac
roi. Va bay gid thi dén phién chii séc Do Ba Hoa.
Viéc nay ciing thuwdng xay ra voi rat nhiéu cau
bé trai, em bé gai va ké ca d6i véi nhitng nguroi
da truieong thanh nira do.

Khi tat ca céac loai tht bé nho ¢ trong khu
Rirng Xanh va canh Dong Cé Xanh da ting bi
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Chon Bong Den de doa, biét rﬁng hin ta dang bi
nhdt, thi ho da don hét sitc hét kha nang dé tim
dén viéng tham han ta. Khi quanh d&y khong c6
ai, ho ché' nhao, phi bang va thi oai voi han réng
ho khong con so hin ta nita. Ho ndi rfﬁng ho rat
vui mitng khi thdy Chon Béng Den d3 bi bét
nhdt rdi. Chic chin 12 hin sé ¢ mdt két cudc
khong may va ho dang cho xem chuyén do.
Chon Bong Den im lang khdng dap lai mot 1oi.
[3n ta rdt khdn ngoan dé hanh x nhu vay. Hin
ta than nhién quay lung lai nhitng ke do. Trong
long hin da dy dinh nhing ¥ nghi tra thii, han
dinh bung ran g, néu ¢o co hai tron thoat, hin sé
cho nhitng ké miéng mom ac déc d¢ biét tay, khi
d3 khién cho hin dau khd hon ndi dau ma hin
ta dang san co.

Thé nhung nhitng con thu nho voi nhitng
chiéc luedi quai ac, kho khao lai khong chiu
ngleng lai dé suy nghi dén nhitng chuyeén gi co
thé xay ra sau nay. Ho ngang nhién cit tudng bo
rang chdn nhi ta sé€ khong bao gior duoc tu do
chay nhay thoai mai trong khu Rirng Xanh nira,
nén ho ctt tha hé ma ndi cho ha da. Pang 1€ ra ho
khong nén nhw thé, néu ho biét duoc cau bé
dang c6 du dinh gi d€ gidi quyét Chon Bong
Pen. Tir sau khi bﬁy dwgc chon & trong chudng
ga, cau bé ban khodn bdi rdi khong biét phai xir
sao v&i con mdi ctia minh. Lac dau, cau nghi
rang nén nhdt hin ¢ trong chudng sudt doi 1a
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xong roi. Nhung mdi 1an ciu bé nhin vao doi
mat kinh khting nho kia va nhin thdy né than
nhién nhwr thé nao, thi cau bé lai nghi vé sy dau
khd khi bi nhot & trong chiéc 1ong nho xiu trong
khi moi ngueai khac thi bay nhay & ngoai. Thé'la
cau bé nghi ring minh nén giét chét con chon di
dé no dimg dau kho nira.

"Han d3 giet chét nhitng con ga mai to cua ta,
v hin ta ludn ludn sin bin nhitng con thit nho
& khu Rirng Xanh va canh Dong Co Xanh, do d6
han ta that 12 dang chét, hin ta 1a chi 12 loai siu
bo v6 dung.” Cau tu nhu.

R6i cau bé lai nghi, tinh ra thi Chon ciing 1a
mot sang tao cta Me Thién Nhiéen gitta muon
loai. C6 18, hin ta cling mang mot sit mang nao
d6 ma Me Thién Nhién da giao cho. Tuy han 12
mot ké xau, nhung biét dau hin ta ciing hiru
dung & mot khia canh nao do. Chéng han nhw
cai 4c ciia hin giup ke khac hoc cach lam sao
duong dau véi sg hai va hoe sang sudt hon, biét
tir bao vé minh hon dé hop véi mdi sinh ctia ban
than minh. Cang nghi, cdu bé cang khé quyét
dinh la cé nén giét chét con chdn hay khong.
Nhung néu khéng nhét ma khong thé giét duoc,
thi cau bé phai lam gi han ta bay gid?

Mot budi sang, trong lac cdu bé dang gian dit
bai roi vé Chon Bong Den thi mdt y nghi hay loé
ra trong dau cau. “Ta da biét minh phai lam g
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roil” Céu reo 1én. Khéng noi thém 1oi nao, cau
ta xach cai chudng cé Chén Bong Den ¢ trong
lén va bat dau di qua canh Dang Co Xanh, bay
gi dang bi phu day tuyét trang xod. Jack Vui
nhin theo cho dén lic cau bé mat dang. Cau bé
dang di vé hudng Bai co hoang. Cau di rat 1au,
lau 1dm, va khi cau bé trd lai, thi cai chudng da
trong khong roi.

Jack Vui chop mét nhin cai chudng trong rong.
Roi thi chi1 ta véi giong can nhan hoi rang “Anh d3
lam gi héan ta rdi? Anh da lam gi hin ta?”

Cau bé ho vira thav mét qua hach cho chi séc
vira creoi. Va 0 noi xa xa kia ¢ phia Bai co hoang
kia, Chon Bong Pen da dugc tha tw do roi. Nhue
vay cling tot thdi boi vi Jack Vui cd sipbinh an ¢ day
khi chii ta khong biét dugce dieu do.
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CHUBNG BA MUST HAT
(U0 SO CIACK VUL TINU 1A NP0 CTOYE TV |

Cho nén noi diéu gi.
Khi chwa suy nghi thit ki.
Hay nhé nhé moi ngay.
Noi loi dep, 01 hay!
(Jack Vui)

Khi ta c than nhién nhan 1y mén qua cia
Tao Hoa ma khdng biét tran trong thi day la mot
diéu khong nén lam. Chung ta cé phuwdc ma
khoéng biét quy thi d6i luc khdng nhitng phudce
dirc do sé khong o lai ma ching ta con tir lam
khd ban thadn minh va nguwdi khac. Jack Vui da
nhin thay cau bé ho kia dem Chon Béng Den di
that xa ra trong chiéc 1ong dé. Va khi cau bé trd
vé vai chiéc 1ong trong 16c thi chuyén gi 46 da
xay ra voi Chon nha ta roi. Jack Vui da choc pha
mot hoi dé cau bé khai ra nhung tat nhién 1a cau
bé dau ¢ hiéu duge ngdn ngir ciia chia s6¢c nén
khong co phan ting gi.

Bai thé' cho nén chit séc danh phai tu trdn an

minh. Cha séc tin chac rang cau bé xach Chaon
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Bong Den di mat 1a d€ giai quyét han ta roi.
Chinh vi tu cho 14 nhur vay, Jack Vui tin rdng
minh nghi dang réi. Bdi vi chiéc long da bi trong
ron g thi rd rang la cau bé da co cach dé xir quyet
Chén Béng Den chit néu khong thi cau da
khdng nhoc cong biy dé bit han ta lam gi.

“Cau bé da xir han ta xong xudi rdi, vay la
hin d3 tiéu doil” Jack Vui vui vé ty nhil, hanh
phiic nhut bao ngay khi sinh hoat & gan gia dinh
nha ho . Khi tin chic diéu d6, chii séc da vui vé
noi voi ban bé rang chi ta rat w 12 hanh phiic vui
vé. Thi la nhw vay dé, chii soc dau con gi phai lo
au s¢ hai nira. Cudc song that la tuyét voi. Chi
ta yéu can nha mai trén ngon cay cao cua minh.
Cht soc¢ ludn ludn c6 nhitng bita dn thinh soan
va chang may chdc Jack Vui da bat dau béo phi
[én. Tat ca nhitng ké d6i nghich vai Jack Vui
trong khu Rirng Xanh khdng c6 gan dén gan can
nha ctia gia dinh ho Brown. Hién tai bay gio ke
ma cha thdy dang gudm nhat la ba Meéo DPen
day. Nhung bay gio thi chi séc ciing chang con
s¢ ba ta ti nao ca. Cha sdc lai cam thay vui vé ho
hai tréu gheo dé ba ta rugt dudi minh. Khi Meo
Den dang say mem trong gidc mdng thi chii séc
lai nhén nhén lai gan, choc gheo gam gir thiét
nhanh, danh thirc Meo ta rdi vut chay nhanh dén
thin ciy gan day rdi doc hét siic ma mang mo.

Chu s6c da than thién voi Ong Ba ho Brown
va chii ta con choi than voi chit cho san Bowser.
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Da6i khi chit séc treo lén noc cdn nha nho ctia chi
ché Bowser roi tha mot hat kho rét ngay xudng
dau ctia Bowser trong khi chtl ta dang mé man
ngu. Viec dang curoi la chit ché sdan Bowser lai
khong bao gid té ra ngai gi vé chuyén doé chut
nao ca. Chi ta vay dudi va nhay dudi mat lueoi
biéng nhin Jack Vui mét cach binh than, than
thién. Chi1 ché cé vé nhan ra rang bay gio Jack
Vui cling da tr¢ thanh moét thanh vien caa gia
dinh nay.

V1 thé, chit séc xam khong con gi phai lo ling
va cam thay cudc song vo cung hanh phic. Chi
chim gié lai bat dau ganh ti véi hanh phiic ciia
chi s6¢ con. Sammy 1a mdt ké von sanh ra la
thich gay chuyén. Chii ta dén tham Jack Vui mdi
sang va tu thudng thitc nhitng bira an sang duoc
cau bé chudn bi sdn cho nhitng con thii ¢ bd
16ng vii. Thé nhung chi chim gié lai nghi chic 12
s tir t€ va rong rai kia thuwdng c6 nhiing cam
biy kem theo quanh day. Chiing ta thuong van
thdy c6 nhitng ke da nghi (nhw Tao Thao vay),
[udn ludén nghi ngd va khong chiu chap nhan
nhing diéu tét dep dang xay dén quanh minh.

Thé nhung chia chim gié khong tai nao khién
Jack Vui mat vui dugc, nén Sammy danh tén to
bay di mat khi thay 16i néi cua minh khdng anh
hurong gi diroc dén tam tinh cha chia soc Jack
Vui tinh kia.
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CHUBNG BA MUGT BA
CI0 CHIM I KIIEN JACK VU1 TN 501 RO

Ta thweong bo xot nhirng diéu lanh, nhung lgi
khong bao ¢io bo qua nhitng sai lam nho.
(Jack Vui)

Chu chim gie Sammy cwoi khiic khich khi
chiu ta bay ngang qua vung tuyét bao pht canh
Pong Cé Xanh trén con dudng trd vé nha ¢ khu
Rimg Xanh. Chu cwo1 khtic khich, khuc khiac.
Chéc chén 1a chii ta dang 6 diéu gi rat thia vi va
hai long 1dm. Cé mét 1an, trong lac dinh quay vé
huréng nha ho , thi chii chim bdng d6i v khi nhin
thdy Chon Bong Den dang 1én bo ra khoi khu
Doi Tim, chia bén quyét dinh di vé hudng khu
Rurng Xanh.

“Gidr da tré roi, ta nén vé nha, chuyén gi hay
dé ngay mai hay tinh.” Cha chim 1am bam. Roi
thi lai cwedi khiac khich, tiép tuc khiac khich cuedi
cho dén khi chi dap 1én trén nhanh cay ddc can
xum xué nhat, noi ma chi an gidc ngi moi dém.

“Khong biét chuyén gi da khién ta di dén Bai
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co hoang chiéu nav. Nhung ta rat ming vi ta da
dén d4.” Chu ta néi, r6i vudt nhitng chiéc 1ong
va chuan bi dau dau vao hai canh. “That la dang
oia di long vong quanh thé gidi va hoc hoi duge
moi st viec xay ra chung quanh. Ta da hoc dugc
[a khong nén chi nghe ngwdi ta ndi ma thdi. Diéu
chic chin nhat 12 ta nén te im toi hoc hoi.
Khong cé gi chinh xac bﬁng tir tai ta nghe va tw
mat ta nhin thay dwoc. Thdi, tdi hay lo di ngti
cai da.” Cht chim lai cwot khiace khich va khuc
khdc curdi ngay ca trong giac ngu ludn.

Sang hom sau, chu chim gié Sammy tro minh
ngay khi tia sang vura 10 dang. Chu ta vira sira
soan lai b 16ng canh xong, bdi vi chia von 1a mot
ké diéu da, nhat la trong cach dn méc, ben vi va
bay nhanh vé hirdng nha cau bé . Puing nhw chi
da chd doi, chi ta thay Jack Vui da thie day roi,
boi vi chi sdc la ngudi day rat som.

“Xin chao budi sang,” Sammy ndi, cd ge‘ing
giir giong thiét la nhe nhang, ém ai, chuyén ma
Sammy kho lam dwgc, trong khi giong hdt cha
con chim gié, t nhién von da rat la chat chiia va
kho nghe lot tai. “Anh nhin ¢6 vé hanh phtic vui
ve hon bao gid hét.”

“Diing nhw thé, td6i dang rat vui,” Jack Vui
dap. “ Tai sao toi lai phai khong vui? Toi dau co
gi phai lo ling dau. Tat nhién 1 tai phai vui veé
roi. T6i cling mong mudn anh ciling cam thay vui
vé nhw tdi vay. Toi chuan bi an sang day. Va toi
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s€ van vui vé nhu thé' day.”

“Thé'3, khong cé gi hanh phiic bing mdt bita
an sang tuyét voi” Sammy dap, roi chi ta mo
vao miéng md ran dwoc treo trén canh cay thich.
”6, the nay, t6i da gap ngwdi ban cli cia anh
ngay hom qua. Han ta dic biét quan tam dén
ban day. Han ta khong phai goi 16i tham hoi
binh thurdng, ma hin ta nhin la mong rang anh
van ludn ludn vui vé va cit béo phi ra, va han
hen sé gap lai anh mdt ngay khong xa. Han ta
noi rang, khdng cé ai ngoai anh, 1a ngudi hin
mong moi dugce gdp lai nhat.”

Jack Vui cam thdy hanh dién. “Oi, ké nao tot
qua, ai vay?” Chu hoi.

“Anh doan thir xem nao,” Sammy dap.

Jack Vui gai dau suy nghi mong lung lam.
Miua dong dén chit séc dau ¢ ai la ban. Hau
nhw hg déu dang say ngt hodc da di xa xa vé
phia mién Nam réi ma.

“Tho Peter.” Chit soc noi dai.

Sammy lac dau.

“Chon hdi Jimmy”

Sammy lai lac dau.

“Thé rimg Jumper”

“Doan nira dinao,” Sammy cureoi khue khich.

“Rrai ca Little Joe,”
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“Khong phai,” Sammy dap

“T6i dau hang rdi, ai vay, ndi cho toi nghe di
ma.” Jack Vui nai ni.

“D6 1a Chon Bong Den day!” Sammy reo lén
mot cach dac chi.

Jack Vui nha vdi hat khd chii ta dang an, va
trong sw vui ve co gi do kinh hoang dang len 10i
trong 4nh mat nhin “Toi, tdi khong thé nao tin
ndi,” chi séc lap bap. “Cau bé d3 dem han ta di
va giai quyét xong réi ma. Toi da nhin thay rat r.”

“Thé nhung anh khdng nhin thay cau bé giai
quyét hin ta.” Sammy tuyén b, “Bai vi ciu bé
chira timg lam thé. Cau ta da dem han ta téi Bai
Cé hoang va da tha han ta di. Va tdi da nhin thay
han ta & ddy. Thé'thi, ban dirng bao gid hoang
trdng nita nhé, Chdn Bong Den van dang
nhdn nho nhu ban day. Thoi, toi di day, téi hy
vong ban hdy huong thu bita an sang tuyeét
vOi di nhé.”

Va rdi, con chim gié Sammy bay vot di mat,
tin chic rang cha ta da thanh cong trong viéc hix
doa va lam cho chti séc Jack Vui tinh kia hoang
hét, mat vui di. That 1a la thay cho nhimg ke
thich lam nhirng viéc nhu thé

Riéng Jack Vui thi chil soc lo lang mét hdi,
nhung that si thi Chon Béng Den dau co xuat

hién nira, vay thi dau co chuyén chi dé ma lo au.
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Jack Vui phan chan tinh than tré lai va vui vé hét
minh. Dau gi, chit da cd bao nhiéu cudc ngao du
thurong ngoan, nhimng cau chuyen v cung thu
vi, ngd nghinh, hay hay. Vay thi, xin két thiic cau
chuyén chi séc xam Jack Vui tinh & day. Néu
ban cé thic mic thém diéu chi, chic hin ban sé
cd dip gap chu Jack Vui trong mo, roi chit sdc sé
ké cho ban nghe cau chuyén ctia chinh minh
nhé. Con bay gio, toi xin hira sé gdi dén cac ban
nhg, trong cudn sach tdi, cdu chuyén that soi
dong cua chi Tho Peter e le, diu dang.

HET
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Lo

PIAN Ticu TAC TIAM

Happy Jack (Chang Jack Vui Tinh)

1. Thornton Burgess - Mot Hién Tuong
Trong Thé Gidi Truyén Ngu Ngon

Céc ban than mén, c6 thé ndi nhu thé'lam. Vi
khi doc vé tiéu sir ciia dng, chiung ta that bat ngo
trudc mot cay but xirng dang dugc coi la nha ao
thuat trong thé gidi sang tao cua truyén ngu
ngon.

éng 12 mot nha thuyét trinh gia tai ba va la
mot tac gia viét Truyén Nhi Dong xuat sac.
Thornton Burgess; voi tinh yéu bao lao Ong
danh cho cac veé dep caa thién nhién cung voi
cay co, muon thu, van vat cua Tao Hoa, ong da
danh thoi gian khoang 50 nam dé€ viét sach va
viét bao trén cac chuyén muc truyén ru con (doc
cho tré em). Ong da timng duroc bigt dén vai biét
danh “Vua truyén Ru con.” Tinh theo dén thoi
gian 6ng vé huu thi ong da viét duwoc hon 170
cudn sach cung véi 15 ngan cau chuyén duoc
ddng trén cac chuyén muc ciia cac tuan bao
hang ngav.

Nhur vay, c6 thé néi Thornton Burgess la mot
hién tuong doc dao trong thé gidi truyén ngu
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ngbn. Mot tdm long ddi vai tré em — Va ca vai
nhitng ngedi 1on yéu thich nhitng bai hoc triét ly
¢ dang truyén ngu ngodn.

2. Vai Nét Tiéu Str Ciia Nha Van Thiéu Nhi
Thornton Burgess

Thornton Burgress sanh ra ¢ thanh phd Sand-
wich, Tiéu bang Massachusett. Ong 13 con trai
cua ba Caroline F Haywood va 6ng b8 cung tén
Thornton W. Burgess. Ong 13 nguedi ndi doi
chinh tong ctia dong ho Thomas Burgess, gia toc
dau tién dén lap nghiép tai thanh phd Sandwich
nam 1637.

Nguwdi cha Thornton Burgess mat cung ndm
khi cau con trai minh dwoc sanh ra. Cau bé
Thornton Burgess duge me nudi day ¢ thanh
phd Sandwich. Ho sdng mét cude sdng gian di,
¢ chung véi ho hang hodc la di thué nha ¢. Luc
nhod, dng phai lam viéc quanh ndm dé phu me
trong ké sinh nhai vdi nhittng cdng viéc nhur
chan bo, cham soc cdy vuron, di giao nhitng bong
sen dén cac dam hd trong khu, ban keo va béy
nihitng con hai ly.

Mét ngueoi trong s6 nhitng 6ng cht cia ong
Burgess la William Chipman, timg sdng trén con
duong Discovery Hill, noi do la mét khu rung
hoang da cé nhiéu cdy cdi va dam lay. Chinh moi
truong sdng nay la ngudn gbéc va ngudn cam
hing ctia nhiéu cadu chuyén ma ong Burgess da
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ké trong cach truyén ngu ngén ctia 6ng sau nay
nhw cudn: Ao Nu cwdi va Lol Tam Xuan xwa.

Tot nghiép trung hoc truedng Trung Hoc
Sandwich nam 1891, Burgess ghi danh vao dai
hoc chuyén nganh Thirong Nghiép ¢ thanh phd
Boston tir nam 1892 dén 1893 nhung song &
thanh pho Somerville, tiéu bang Massachusettes.
Tuy vay, dng khong thich hoc hoi vé kinh doanh
ma chi dam mé viét lach. Ong don sang thanh
pho Springfield, Massachusetts, noi day dng xin
dugc cong viéec lam phd chu but cho Toa Soan
Phelps. Nhitng cdu chuyén dau tay ctia dng
dugc dang dwoi but hieu W. B. Thornton.

Thornton Burgess lap gia dinh voi ba Nina
Osborne nam 1905, nhung khong may ba da qua
ddi chi mot nam sau do6, dé lai 6ng nudi nang
ngwoi con trai mot minh. C4 1€ phan 1én ong
sang tac ra nhiing truyén Ru con dé lam vui long
dira con trai curng ciia minh.

C)ng lap gia dinh 1an thit hai vao nam 1911
vaingurroi v tén Fannie. Nguwoi vo nay cua Ong
da co hai nguroi con rieng. Nam 1925, ho tau mot
can nha ¢ trong thanh phd Hampden, Massa-
chusetts va song ¢ dé tir nam 1957

Nguwoi vo thir hai qua doi ndm 1950. Sau do
Thornton Burgess bat dau trd vé Sandwich
thirong xuyén hon, noi ma ong ludn cho la qué
huong thir nhat va la t& m tinh than cua minh.
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Nhitng kv niém kinh nghiém doi sng tudi tho
voi nhitng ngudi quen biét da cé mét anh huong
rat 1on d6i vai s dam mé manh liét ciia dng d6i
vOi cufc song hoang da, gan giii vadi thién nhién.

3. M6t Cay Bat Gan Giii V6i Thién Nhién

Ching ta ¢6 thé nhan dinh vé Thornton
Burgess nhu thé. Qua nhién vay, su quan sat tinh
t€ ctia Ong, cai nhin xuyén thau cing nhw kha
nang moé ta ky ludng, can than da dua ban doc
cta ong dén voi thién nhién mot cach rat gan
gl

Cac nhan vat cua 6ng, di nhién trong virong
qubc cua truyén ngu ngdn, nhirng gia tri nhan
ban tir thién nhién, cd xuy nhitng gia tri hoa
déng, trong d6 moi trieong cdng sinh (ecosys-
tem) dwoc coi 1a tai san chung clia moi sinh thée
sdng trong mdi truvong d6. Dieu nay dugce thé
hién rat ro trong tac pham Chua Soc Jack Vui
Tinh cac ban vira co dip thuedng thikc.

Con ngwoi 1a mét sinh thé cd nhirng lién hé
rat gﬁn bd vai thién nhiéen. D4 1a mot nhu cau rat
thire. Co 1€ vi thé’ ma nhitng diéu Thornton
Burgress viét, 10ng trong boi canh thién nhién,
ludn dem lai cho ddc gia nhitng diéu rat tha vi.
Ve diém nay, doc tac pham ciia dng khién chiing
ta nhd dén mot To Hoai ciia Viét Nam véi tac
pham ndi tiéng Dé Men Phiéu Luu Ky.
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4. Thiét Ké ctia Truyén Ngu Ngon Chu Soc
Jack Vui Tinh

Rat la va rat ddc dao, truyén Chi Séc Jack Vui
Tinh c6 mot 16i thiét ké rat doc d4o. Bang 33
churong ngén, moi chuong dugc mo dau bﬁng
mot cau danh ngdn (ctia nhan vat Jack Vui Tinh})
ham chita nhiing gia tri gido duc rat uyén tham.
Bai 18 nhitng cAu md dau cho moi chirong sach
cé tac dung nhir mot 16i khuyén nhn rat sdu sic.

Co thée ndi day la mot trong nhimng cach gido
duc rat an tuong. La va hiéu qua. Vi thé khi doc
Chu Soc Jack Vui Tinh, ta co cam teong nhwe day
chinh 1a mét tac pham giao duc dao dixc cdng dan

that chi ly. O day tinh triét Iy xuat hién rat mém
mai, don gian, khong cau ky, kho khan, kho hiéu.

Mdi chuong rat ngédn, hoan toan phit hop véi
moi Itra tudi. Gan nhu trong suy nghi ctia minh,
Thornton Burgress khong mudn cac ddc gia cta
minh ngtt guc. L1 viét clia Ong rat la. Poc gia bi
cudn hut bai nhitng chuong rat ng.’én, gan gii
vol hoat hoa, phu hgp voi kha nang tap trung
theo doi cua tre em.

Di nhién v6&i ngwdi 1on, nhitng triét ly (ti
nhirng cau danh ngdn cua nhan vat Jack Vui
Tinh) lai khién ho suy nghi, nghién ngam. Vi thé
véu to giao duc trong cau truyén Chi Sée Jack
Vui Tinh la mot mon dn tinh than bd ich véi moi
hira tudi.
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4. Nhitng Bai Hoc Nhin Ban Bit Ngo

Trong truyén ngu ngdn Chu Sdéc Jack Vui
Tinh, ching ta nhanh chong nhan duwoc nhimng
thong diép bai hoc nhan ban rat uyén tham. Méc
du da doc nhiéu, nghe nhiéu, vay ma nhirng
diéu ong chia sé ludn chita dung nhitng gia tri
triét ly hét siec tam ly, gan nhw cach chuyén tai
ctia Ong da dat duge mot gidi canh rat siéu dang:
Nhitng triét 1y dugce trinh bay ¢ dang don so, dé
hiéu nhat.

Hay doc lai mdt doan ng viét trong Chu Sdc
Jack Vui Tinh:

[Trén thyre té'thi, viéc quan trong nhat ¢ trén
doi nay déu bat ngudn tir nhitng miéng ludi
dang sg, la ngudn goc chia moi ric rdi, dem dén
dau kho, déng cay, budn ba va nhitng chiu dung
kho dau cho nhau. Néu khéng ¢6 nhitng 10i noi
kho nghe, ac ddc, vo tinh va vo trat tu, thi thé
gidi nay sé dwgc vui vé hanh phiic gap tram
ngan lan roi. |

O day ching ta thdy 6ng gido duc rat nhe
nhang. Muon nhan vat cia minh la chu chim
Gié Sammy dé nhic nhd ban doc vé nhitng dieu
can tranh. Vi 161 viét nhe nhang nhu thé, qua
nhién dng khong khién nguwdi ta nhan ra noi 6ng
la nguoi kho tinh. Ngueoi ta chi thdy mot Thorn-
ton Burgress hién lanh va rong luong.
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Hodc trong mot doan khac, 6ng viét:

[RGi cau bé lai nghi, tinh ra thi Chon ciing 1a
mot sang tao ctia Me Thién Nhién gitta mudn
loai. CH 1€, han ta cung mang mot sit mang nao
do ma Me Thien Nhién da giao cho. Tuy han la
mot ké xau, nhung biét dau hin ta cting hiru
dung ¢ mot khia canh nao do. Chéng han nhw
cai 4c ctia han gitip ké khac hoc cach 1am sao
duong dau véi s¢ hai va hoc sang sudt hon, biét
tir bao vé minh hon dé hop voi mdi sinh cua ban
than minh.]

R6 rang & day tinh cam cta dng doi véi moi
loai, voi mét sy lién hé trong doi s6ng con
ngroi, Ong khuyén ching ta nén ddi xi¢ binh
dang vdi tat ca. Mac di1 d6 1a nhiing ké da gay ra
cho ching ta nhiing phién phire. Va&i Thornton
Burgress, ¢ vé nhir moi dieu trong cudc song
nay déu cd nhirng gia tri gido duc. Va bat cix véi
loai ngurdi nao, chung ta ciing déu ¢6 theé hoc hai
duoc noi ho.

5. Chia Sé Cung Tac Gia Chuyén Ngit

An phdm Chu S6c Jack Vui Tinh céc ban dang
cam trén tay la tac phadm chuvén ngir dau tién
cua tac gia Donna Nguyén. B.%,ng tinh cam va
tinh thdn mudn dwoc chia sé, dang doi, dong
oop va cong hién cho cude séng, chi da chuyeén
ngit tac pham nay, bﬁng mot sw nhiét tinh that

dang quy.
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Véi 161 van mém mai, chi chuyén ngtr rat
thanh cong va trung thanh véi giong van hién
hoa ctia Thornton Burgress. Co thé ndi, Ta Sach
Hoc Tiéng Anh Qua Tac Phdm Van Hoc cé duoc
nhitng tac pham ¥ nghia, 16i chuyén ngir can
than, tan tam, diéu dé cé dweoc chinh boi nhirng
cdy biit ¢6 tam huyét, c6 long nhur ciia chi.

Trong twong lai, ching ta sé cd thém nhimng
tac pham van hoc ctia nude ngoai bfing Tiéng
Anh sé dwrgc chi tiép tuc chuyén ngit, va ban doc
cé thé tin tdng rang su thdm dinh trong chon
lra nhitng tac pham Tiéng Anh dé chuyén ngi
sang Tiéng Viét ciia chi la mbt sy tham dinh c6
y nghia.

Ciing noi day, Ta Sach Hoc Tiéng Anh Qua
Tac Pham Van Hoc mong mudn sé cd nhitng cay
biit mdi, tat cad nhitng ai ¢6 long voi van chwrong,
voi hai ngdn ngir Tiéng Anh va Tiéng Viét, hay
dén voi ti sach. Hay chuyén ngit, néu nhu ban
co kha nang d6. Nhuw 101 cia Thornton Bugress
da chia sé trong truyén ngu ngdén Chu Soc Jack
Vui Tinh:

[Khi ta cit than nhién nhan 1ay mdn qua ctia
Tao Hbéa ma khdng biét tran trong thi day la mot
dieu khong nén lam. Chiing ta c6 phwrdc ma
khong biét quy thi ddi lic khdong nhitng phirdc
dirc do se khong ¢ lai ma chung ta con tu lam
kho ban than minh va ngudi khac ]
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Mong thay nhiing gi ching ta co, khi chia se,
trao di bang ca tdm long, d6 sé 1a nhitng hat dau
acorn, nhitg qua mai chau, nhitng hat ngo,
nhitng nu curoi, d€ cude doi s€ 1a mot qua tdng
thue s cho ban than chiang ta va cho ca nhitng
nguoi chung quanh khac.

Nguyén Tho Sinh

Fort Worth, Texas, USA
Vao Thu 2011
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